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INTRODUCTION 


Survey News is the bi-monthly newsletter which will keep you up to date 


on the now, the new and what’s-to-come from Statistics Canada. It’s your 
guide to new statistical developments, current surveys, recent publications, 


upcoming events and Statistics Canada’s services. 


You'll find Survey News a useful source of information. 
. @RA Ry B. Rix, Editor, 
: — Survey News, 

3-J, R.H. Coats Building, 
Ottawa, Ontario. 
Canada K1A 0T6 
(Tel.: (613) 993-7644) 
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International Co-operation: 
the key to the 1982 
Census of China 


China was an advanced and 
rapidly-growing nation thou- 
sands of years before America 
was discovered. Today, the 
population of this’ vast country 
numbers well over one billion; it 
is estimated that about one- 
quarter of the earth’s population 
is Chinese. 


A great many changes have 
taken place in China over the 
past two decades, not the least of 
which is the trend, influenced 
largely by government policy, 
towards controlled population 
growth. In order to measure the success of such programs, the Chinese 
have become increasingly convinced of the value of national surveys. 


Feature 


In the early 1980s, with the assistance and 
guidance of an international community of 
demographers and statisticians, China undertook 
the mammoth task of designing and implementing a 
national census. Statistics Canada was among the 
many participants in this project. 


In March 1984, Dr. Edward Pryor and Mr. Gordon 
Priest of the Census and Household Statistics 
Branch were among honoured guests of the Chinese 
government, who attended a seminar evaluating 
the results obtained from the 1982 Census of China. 
The week-long forum in Beijing (Peking) brought 
together representatives from the United Nations as 
well as eighteen other countries who had lent their 
support and expertise to the planning and develop- 
ment of the Chinese census. 


The conference provided an opportunity for 
participants to review the data collected by the 
Chinese and to offer advice and 
constructive criticism in terms of 
how best to exploit the new data- 
base. In his report, Gordon Priest 
noted that the seminar also 
permitted the Chinese "to demon- 
strate that previous advice had 
been well-taken, that offered 
methodology and technology had 
been applied in a unique Chinese 
way to meet unique Chinese con- 
ditions and that highly successful results had been 
obtained." 


In the course of the discussions, Statistics Canada 
presented a paper on household and family statistics 
entitled, "Household Composition: 1982 Census of 
China." Co-authored by Dr. Pryor and Mr. Priest, 
the paper examined the importance of the family 
unit in statistical analysis and how the Canadian 
method of aggregating data might be applied by the 
Chinese. 


The paper cited the Canadian experience by which 
data is collected by household, but in a sufficiently 
detailed manner to permit further breakdowns. This 
enables researchers to study the nuclear family 
which comprises these larger household units. By 
re-aggregating the Chinese data based on an initial 
ten per cent sample according to this "family life 
cycle" typology, Canadian statisticians were able to 
develop a relatively clear picture of the family 
structure in China. 


This typology, first used by Statistics Canada at the 
time of the 1981 Census, represents the ability to 
combine sets of data in unique ways with the 
assistance of computers. By organizing the avail- 


“... the paper examined the 
importance of the family 
unit in statistical analysis 


and how the Canadian 
method of aggregating 
data might be applied by 
the Chinese." 


able Chinese data in an automated form, the 
Statistics Canada team was able to determine 
numerous similarities between the Chinese and 
Canadian population characteristics. 


Correlations were particularly evident in the 
regional distribution of data such as household size 
and type, and patterns of educational attainment or 
industrialization. In China as in Canada, smaller 
households are found in large, urbanized, 
economically-developed centres while larger house- 
holds are common in rural areas. 


Despite the similarities, however, the Canadian 
team is reluctant to generalize on the basis of the 
small sampling of Chinese data. "While we have 
found the examination of data using this type of 
family structure to be extremely useful in Canada, it 
remains to be determined whether the typology 
would be useful in the Chinese context or whether it 
is possible to re-aggregate the 
[complete] 1982 Chinese census data 
base." The concern is that while the 
typology may be readily applied to 
primary family structures, secondary 
families are not appropriate for this 
type of processing. Nevertheless, the 
report concludes that existing genera- 
tional household tabulations indicate 
"that a significant proportion of 
China’s families are primary families. 


At any rate, if the typology is assessed as having 


value to the Chinese, we would be happy to provide 


assistance in its implementation." 


The 1982 Census of China was only the third to be 
undertaken since the revolution of 1949; in terms of 


data collection, it represented a truly revolutionary 


step forward. All of the equipment assembled in 
preparation for processing survey data was the most 
advanced; Chinese Census staff were not hindered 


by costly and inefficient "patching" to outdated 
equipment. 
directly involved in all aspects of the highly- 
organized census activities. 


More than 15 million people were 


Since 1982, the Chinese government has taken 
further steps to firmly entrench the policy of 
modernization in survey techniques, by enacting the 
Statistics Law in December 1983. The immediate 
priorities established by the Act focussed on 
improving the collection and processing of social, 
economic and environmental statistics. To this end, 
plans are underway to conduct an industrial census 
using 1985 as the reference period. As well, ongoing 
research has concentrated on devising sample 
surveys for an agricultural survey on crop 
production and a workers’ and employees’ family 


Feature 
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budget survey. The latter would involve a 
measurement of income and expenditures on fairly 
detailed items, although on a smaller scale than 
similar surveys presently conducted in Canada. It is 
the express hope of Chinese statisticians that such 
specific surveys may eventually evolve into a 
general social survey - an objective of great 
importance demanding further collaborative efforts 
with representatives from other countries. 


‘The Chinese have been frank in admitting their 
difficulties in establishing frameworks for national 
surveys. Many of the problems arise from the sheer 
multitude of citizens to be enumerated, as well as the 
complexity of industrial and occupational classifi- 
cations in the country. Gordon Priest emphasizes, 
"any further planned visits between Chinese and 
Canadian officials should consider the resolution of 
such obstacles a high priority item for the Chinese." 


In China today, efforts to promote greater 
understanding among the young in the areas of 
social and statistical sciences have led to the 
development of university programs in demography 
and economics. The Statistics Canada team 
speculates that "further discussions with the 
Chinese may centre on offering Canadian training 
for students, exchange programs or volunteers to 
teach in China — all concentrating on increased 
analysis of census data." 


There is no question that Chinese authorities have 
recognized the indispensability of statistics for a 
variety of purposes, but particularly for policy 
development. The success of the 1982 census and the 
support provided by international agencies 
including Statistics Canada have fueled the drive 
towards achieving more efficient data collection 
procedures. 


At the conclusion of the spring 1984 seminar, 
Chinese authorities indicated they were hopeful that 
the experience would mark the beginning of 
continued exchanges and co-operation to the 
common benefit of the international community of 
demographers and statisticians. Indeed, China has 
already indicated its interest in exchanging 
information and following up on mutual interests 
with Statistics Canada. The Chief Statistician of 
Canada, Martin B. Wilk, will be visiting the State 
Statistical Bureau of China and a reciprocal visit of 
Chinese statisticians will take place in November 
1984. Statistics Canada looks forward to the 
benefits which would result from a close and 
continuing relationship with the State Statistical 
Bureau of China. 


Dr. Pryor notes, "when one country represents one- 
quarter of the world’s population and is facing, by 
the year 2000, a population increase 20 times the 
size of Canada’s population, it is of concern to the 
whole world." 


~I. Mackenzie / V. Jasperse 
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Telephone Surveys - One Answer to Rising Field Costs 


Since 1665 when Jean Talon, the young Intendant 
of New France, conducted the first population census 
of the modern era, the door-to-door personal 
interview has been a cornerstone of statistical 
surveys. Today, however, escalating costs have 
prompted survey organizations to consider more 
cost-effective alternatives for collecting data, and 
increasingly, the telephone survey is being regarded 
as a practical and inexpensive solution. 


Alexander Graham Bell introduced the "talking 
box" in Brantford, Ontario more than a century ago, 
and today, there are telephones in more than 95 per 


cent of Canadian households. Recognizing the 
potential of the telephone as a tool in gathering data, 
Statistics Canada has used it for over a decade. 


In 1971, telephone interviews for the Labour Force 
Survey (LFS) began on an experimental basis, and 
presently, about 70 per cent of LFS respondents 
provide data over the phone subsequent to the initial 
personal interview. As well, the telephone has 
frequently been used in business surveys to assist 
respondents in completing forms, thereby reducing 
the need for mailed follow- ups. 


Articles 


Advantages include economy, 
control of operations 


For a number of surveys, the advantages of 
telephone interviewing greatly outweigh the 
disadvantages. The technique can be much more 
economical than personal interviewing as it 
eliminates the travel associated with the initial and 
subsequent visits to respondents’ homes. It is 
estimated that the use of telephone interviews 
trimmed the costs of conducting the 1982 National 
Crime Victimization Survey by one-third. 


Telephone surveys also provide an inexpensive 
means of collecting information from a wide 
geographic area. In contrast, door-to-door surveys 
must often be localized to lessen travel expenses, and 
therefore involve a larger number of respondents to 
ensure a given sampling precision. 


Interviewing by telephone also greatly increases 
control of field operations. While interviewers 
conducting door-to-door surveys are entirely on their 
own, telephone interviewers generally operate from 
a central office. There they may be assisted and 
monitored by supervisors, and daily accounts such as 
response rates and average lengths of interviews are 
readily prepared. In the event of unexpected 
changes in procedure, all interviewers may be 
informed immediately. 


Hazards or inconveniences for the interviewer, 
such as visiting potentially unsafe neighbourhoods 
or entering security-controlled apartment buildings 
are eliminated by the use of telephone contact. As 
well, the telephone interview may represent less of 
an intrusion; some survey researchers feel that 
respondents may be more agreeable to answering 
sensitive questions due to the anonymity afforded by 
the telephone. 


Limitations of telephone interviewing 


Telephone surveys offer significant advantages in 
reducing costs and improving timeliness and control 
for many data collection projects, but they also have 
shortcomings. 


In Canada, three to four per cent of households do 
not have phones, limiting representative sampling. 
Another factor influencing data reliability is the 
lower response rates generally achieved. Some 
respondent groups such as young, single males are 
often difficult to reach by telephone, while others 
such as the elderly may be reluctant to provide 
information to an unknown caller. 


In terms of the type of responses sought, many 
surveys undertaken by Statistics Canada are not 


suited to interviewing by telephone. This is clearly 
demonstrated by the difficulties encountered in the 
use of questionnaires incorporating multiple-choice 
response categories. Survey respondents often have 
difficulty determining the most appropriate answer; 
they may forget the first items on the list -- the 
"forgetting effect" -- or only clearly remember 
choices occurring at the beginning or end of the 
selection -- the "order bias" effect. This inability to 
make informed judgements by considering all 
alternatives compromises the reliability of data 
obtained from multiple-choice questions. 


Advances in telephone interviewing 


Among the numerous advances in telephone 
surveying, one of the most promising is Random 
Digit Dialing (RDD). With RDD, interviewers dial 
randomly-generated numbers to contact and 
interview a representative sample of households. 
This method can eliminate much of the costly and 
exhaustive steps inherent in designing a 
representative area sample of households to be 
surveyed. Statistics Canada used a variation of the 
RDD method in the 1982 National Crime 
Victimization Survey, and in 1983, conducted 
testing of the less expensive but more complex 
Waksberg RDD method. 


A second survey technique presently being 
considered for use by Statistics Canada is Computer 
Assisted Telephone Interviewing (CATI). This 
technology, similar to that used by airline reserva- 
tion clerks, directs interviewers to read questions as 
they appear on a screen, and to record answers with 
the aid of a keyboard. With CATI, data are instantly 
retrievable, and wild or "illegal" answers can be 
queried and corrected at the time of the interview. 


This method, still in the developmental stage, is 
being used by the regional offices of Statistics 
Canada to conduct the Traveller Accommodation 
Survey. It is expected that such on-line telephone 
interviewing will allow further data collection 
projects to be delegated to the regions. 


While the telephone survey cannot be used for all 
data collection projects, its use promises to be an 
important step in reconciling Canada’s rapidly 
expanding information needs with the limited 
resources available to collect data. Methodologists 
agree that during the next decade, RDD, computer- 
assisted telephone interviewing and other telephone 
survey techniques will allow Statistics Canada to 
improve the cost-efficiency and timeliness of many of 


its operations while maintaining its high standards € 


of data reliability. g 


—M. Fraser 
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TELICHART: The New Colour Commentator 


Imagine: 


An economic analyst pushes the pile of computer 
paper off the desk, replacing the clutter with a 
personal computer and a monitor. Software in place 
and instruction book unsteadily propped against two 
empty coffee mugs, a few keys are tentatively 
tapped. The monitor lights up in colour, defining 
average monthly interest rates and retail trade sales 
for the past five years. Within an hour, the analyst is 
well on the way to completing the preliminary 
research for a study being written. 


TELICHART - its magic 


is easily conjured up. 


This is 1984 and the analyst is using not some 
futuristic instrument but TELICHART, an 
analytical tool developed for researchers, analysts 
and journalists. TELICHART combines Telidon 
graphics technology with 25,000 CANSIM data 
series to produce bar or line charts. Its capabilities 
range from plotting a simple graph displaying only 
one piece of data to providing a multi-purpose 
comparative tool which allows different data series 
to be quickly and simultaneously analyzed. Its 
magic can be conjured up using a personal computer, 
colour monitor, appropriate software and a simple 
set of commands. 


TELICHART’s graphs can be displayed in a split 
screen format, or in layered fashion, in which several 
data series are superimposed onto a single chart. 
These graphic portraits allow almost instant com- 
parison of the data so that the relationship between 
interest rates and manufacturers’ inventories, for 
example, is immediately apparent. A comparison of 
two variables such as these requires a split screen, 
resulting in two graphs, but data series expressed in 
the same form can be displayed on the same chart. 
For instance, the unemployment rate, interest rate 
and Consumer Price Index, all percentages, can be 
layered onto the same chart. One axis would be the 
time period and the other the per cent values. 


It is easy to work with superimposed data series on 
a single chart because the displays are multi- 
coloured. For instance, three sets of data can be 
clearly distinguished from one another as each line 
or bar is a different colour. TELICHART’s colour 
display function has expanded to a wide variety of 
colours as well as shades of grey. 


Another of TELICHART’s features is the historical 
nature of the data series. This expands its analytical 
capacity in two directions, forward and backward, 
lending a perspective that is not provided by current 
data. 


TELICHART is able to make simple forecasts 
because the historical data allow an analyst to do 
limited linear regressions. TELICHART can also 
change the base year values with which an indexed 
data series is calculated (rebase) so the user can 
correlate series with different base years. For 
example, the April 1964 Industrial Selling Price 
Index (1961=100) can be converted to 1971 values 
and compared with the April 1984 ISPI (1971 = 100). 
With this rebasing feature, users can also compare 
current Canadian and United States data. (The 
leading U.S. economic indicators are incorporated 
into the TELICHART data bank.) For instance, the 
U.S. Consumer Price Index for May 1984 
(1967=100) can be rebased to 1981 values and 
related to the Canadian CPI for May 1984 
(1981=100). In this way, comparisons of Canada’s 
economy and that of its principal trading partner can 
be made. 


Recently, Statistics Canada spent three months 
demonstrating TELICHART to the Ottawa press 
gallery . The reaction among journalists was favour- 
able; they commented on the clarity of the graphics, 
simplicity of the operating instructions, and easy 
access to the historical data they needed to research 
their stories. TELICHART graphs were used on 
television and regularly appear in print. 


TELICHART was jointly developed by Statistics 
Canada and Faxtel Information of Toronto. Its data 
base is drawn from the CANSIM (Canadian Socio- 
Economic Information Management) data bank and 
is updated daily. The TELICHART marketing team 
can be reached at the CANSIM Division of Statistics 
Canada: Telephone (613) 990-8200. & 


~S. Crompton 


a ie nnn Dnmmnnmmeemenmesam: 


Articles 


Statistics Close to the People 


In creating the Small Area Data Program, Statistics 
Canada is attempting to create a system of statistics to 
adapt to the varied needs of users and the general 
public. 


Modern societies are vast economic spaces; one of 
the most graphic examples is the bilateral economic 
relationship between Canada and the United States. 
Yet all leaders are being forced to recognize the 
regional nature of both economic and social 
problems. 


In recent years, the federal and provincial 
governments have instituted regional planning and 
development policies aimed at meeting the needs 
expressed by regions as fully as possible. To 
measure the impact and effectiveness of these 
policies, statistics for individual geographic areas 
were required. With this in mind and in response to 
many requests from government, business and 
academic circles, Statistics Canada decided to set up 
a small area data program. 


Launched in August 1983, the Small Area Data 
Program (SADP) is designed primarily to meet the 
statistical needs of the various sectors of society. 
According to the Manager of the SADP, Mr. Gustave 
Goldmann, "the program will produce a wide range 
of statistics needed for small areas, which will be 
easy to use for members of Parliament, federal 
government departments, provincial governments, 
municipalities and the general public." In fact, after 
slightly less than one year in operation, the SADP 
has already published socio-economic profiles of the 
282 federal electoral districts for MP’s and other 
potential users. The information, presented in 
tables, charts, maps and narrative descriptions, 
includes data from population censuses and 
statistics on manufacturing, the labour force, trans- 
portation, construction and many other subjects. 
The SADP plans to produce similar portraits of 
census divisions by the end of January 1985. 


What sources will be used to produce these 
statistics? For Mr. Goldmann, the SADP’s primary 
objective in the short term is not to develop new data 
but rather to exploit existing data sources to produce 
statistics for small areas. In other words, what is 
required is an information system that will tell the 
SADP what data are currently available and where 
to find them. Many data sources have already been 
identified: the population and housing census, 
health data, building permits, administrative files 
and so on. These sources will provide the information 


needed to respond to about 70 per cent of the 
expected requests. According to Mr. Goldmann, a 
user who asks for information about a specific area 
will receive either a file or a publication containing 
the desired statistics; he or she will probably think 
that they are all from a single source, whereas in fact 
they were assembled from a variety of sources. 


However — and this is a long-range goal — Mr. 
Goldmann also stressed the need to develop new data 
on small areas in order, he says, to meet the 
requirements of major users: "there is a continuing 
need to expand the data base". Research is currently 
under way to assess the requirements for and 
relevance of new data on small areas and subjects as 
varied as industrial structure, employment and 
unemployment, community infrastructure and so on. 


In addition to an index of small area data sources, 
listed by both subject and geographic area, the SADP 
intends to produce statistical profiles of "standard" 
geographic areas - municipalities, counties, census 
divisions - which will contain economic, social and 
environmental information. The statistical profiles 
of federal electoral districts are an example of this. 


The SADP would also like to be able to supply 
statistics, on request, for "nonstandard" areas 
defined by users according to their specific needs. In 
this case, explains Mr. Goldmann, users will have 
two choices: they will be provided either with readily 
available data for the geographic area that most 
closely matches the one requested or, at an 
additional cost, with information about the desired 
area, as long as confidentiality is not violated. The 
reason for this stipulation is that Statistics Canada 
is required to safeguard the confidentiality of 
information supplied by respondents. 


Finally, the SADP will establish a permanent 
infrastructure to enable it to prepare and 
disseminate small area statistics on a regular basis. 
This objective is to be accomplished by the end of the 
1986-87 fiscal year. 


Crossing the Boundaries Between Subjects 


According to Mr. Goldmann, the SADP will have 
considerable impact on the national statistical 
system as a whole. "It’s the first time we will be able 
to present a broad range of socio-economic and 
environmental data on a common geographic 
framework; it’s the first time there has been an effort 
of this kind to integrate statistics in Canada." 
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At present, some types of economic and social 
statistics are available only for selected geographic 
levels such as electoral districts, metropolitan areas 
and the country as a whole. Ideally, the SADP’s goal 
would be to produce files, for a small municipality for 
instance, containing statistical information that 
previously was available only for larger areas. Mr. 
Goldmann notes, however, that in some cases this 
will be impossible for three reasons. First, under the 
Statistics Act, Statistics Canada is required to 
safeguard the confidentiality of information supplied 
to it by respondents; second, in the case of data 
collected from sample surveys, the impact of 
sampling error increases as the population being 
profiled decreases. Finally, the data do not neces- 
sarily apply to a very limited geographic area. For 
example, the influence that a large manufacturing 


National Advisory Committee 
on Culture Statistics 


A National Advisory Committee on 
Culture Statistics has been 
established to support the work of 
the Culture Statistics Program. This 
program, jointly administered by 
Statistics “Canada and, ‘the 
Department of Communications, 
studies and reports on various 
Activities an, thes visual arts, 
interpretive arts, and in the cultural 
industries and institutions. The 
committee will have representatives 
from the Canadian Conference of the 
Arts, the Banff Centre, Quebec 
Institute for Cultural Research and 
other related disciplines. Mr. André 
Fortier, former President of the 
Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council and former 
Director of the Canada Council, will 
chair the committee. 


industry has on subcontractors often extends beyond 
the geographic boundaries of a small municipality. 
In this particular case, data would be meaningful 
only for a much larger geographic area. 


Thus, the SADP will help governments, business 
people, researchers, students and the general public 
get to know and understand the needs of small areas. 
To paraphrase E.F. Schumacher, author of Small Is 
Beautiful, “people can be themselves only in small 
areas." 


For further information on the Small Area Data 
Program, please contact: Mr. G. Goldmann, (613) 
990-9915). @ 


— Y. Bédard 


So You Want to bea Star 


Do you dream of being a star of the stage? Of 
standing alone in the wings, waiting for your 
moment to step out into the footlights and be 
greeted by thunderous applause? 


Well, although there’s no business quite like 
show business, being a member of the acting 
profession in this country can be a difficult role to 
play. Less than one-quarter of Canada’s cast of 
thousands of performing artists actually work in 
their profession on a full-time basis. 


And, according to Statistics Canada, the 
average weekly income recorded last year for 
people employed in the performing arts was just 
over $235. 


Employment opportunities for aspiring 
performers vary greatly from province to 
province. For instance, actors and actresses in 
Quebec have higher rates of employment and 
correspondingly higher incomes than their 
English-speaking colleagues across the country. 


As anyone who has their sights on the stars will 
tell you, acting is by no means an easy life. But, 
as long as there is a role to be played, and a player 
to be cast, the show will go on. 


— D. Shoiet 
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New Publications 


The following new releases from Statistics Canada were developed either in response to special needs of client 
groups or as a result of our ongoing statistical program. 


Canada 


Toronto 150: Portrait of a 
Changing City 


The City of Toronto is celebrating 
its 150th anniversary this year. 
Statistics Canada marks this 
historic event with Toronto 150, a 
statistical portrait. Through 
graphs, text and photographs, 
Toronto 150 describes many 
aspects of life in Toronto and its 
metropolitan area. Copies of 
Toronto 150: Portrait of a 
Changing City (no. 11-X-523, 
$9.95) are available from 
authorized booksellers, the Casual 
Sales Unit, Statistics Canada, 
Ottawa, K1A OT6, or the nearest 
Statistics Canada _ regional 
reference centre. 


A Profile of Canadian 
Agriculture, 1981 


The 1981 Census of Agriculture 
results are graphically high- 
lighted in this publication. 
Recent data are compared and 
contrasted with data from past 
censuses and surveys to provide 
an overview of Canadian agri- 
culture from 1901 to 1981. Copies 
of A Profile of Canadian 
Agriculture (no. 96-920; Canada: 
$12; other countries: $14.40), 
containing 58 charts and 19 maps 
in full colour, are available from 
Publications Sales and Services, 
Statistics Canada, Ottawa, K1A 
OT6, or any of the Bureau’s 
regional reference centres. 


Trois - Rivieres: A 
Metropolitan Profile 


This publication, generously 
illustrated with maps, charts and 
photographs, makes a unique 
reference book for those interested 
in the cultural and economic life, 
past and present, of the Trois- 
Rivieres area. Trois-Riviéres: A 
Metropolitan Profile (cat. no. 
11-X-525E) is available for $8.50 
at all Statistics Canada regional 
offices and through the Comité 
des fétes du 350e anniversaire. 
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CHART 1 
Number of Farms and Ares of Farm Land, 1901 to 1681 


CHART 2 
Land Pec Farm, 1901 to 1981 
Suparticis par terme, 1801 8 1951 
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Changes in Income in Canada: 1970-1980 


Income is the single most important criterion for analyzing the economic 
well-being of families. Changes in Income in Canada: 1970-1980 
outlines the changes that took place in family incomes over the last 
decade. Copies of Changes in Income (no. 99-941; Canada: $5.50: other 
countries: $6.60) may be obtained from Publications Sales and Services, 
Statistics Canada, Ottawa, K1A OT6. 


Pension Plans in Canada 1982 


Pension Plans in Canada 1982 focuses on the incidence, coverage and 
characteristics of all employer-sponsored pension plans in Canada, 
which numbered 15 232 by the end of 1982 and covered some 4.7 million 
workers. This publication provides precise data on such topics as: 
eligibility conditions; integration of private plans with the Canada and 
Quebec pension plans; vesting; contribution and benefit rates; 
retirement ages; contributions paid into plans by employers and 
employees; pension indexing; registered retirement savings plans; 
pensioners. Pension Plans in Canada 1982 (no. 74-401; Canada: 
$7.75; other countries: $9.30) may be obtained from Publications Sales 
and Services, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, K1A OT6. 
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Mortality Répartition 
Atlas geographique 


of Canada de lamortalité 
au Canada 


Mortality Atlas of Canada, Volume 3: Urban Mortality 
/ The Mortality Atlas is a joint publication of Statistics Canada and Health 
and Welfare Canada. It is designed to illustrate mortality rates in 
Canada for noncommunicable diseases in urban areas with a population 
of 5 000 and over. The Atlas will be useful to health educators and 
planners of treatment centres throughout the country. Volume 1 of this 
series dealt with cancer mortality and Volume 2 looked at general 
mortality. The geographical breakdown for these first two volumes was 
by county. For further information contact Joan Lindsay, Vital Statistics, 
Statistics Canada, (613) 990-8573. 


volume 3:urban mortality 
mortalité en milieu urbain 
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Canada 
Handbook 


Canada Handbook 


The 50th edition of the Canada Handbook, a portrait of how Canadians 
live, work and spend their leisure time, was recently released by Statistics 
Canada. It contains both historical and current information on the Canadian 
population, environment, social and economic situation, culture, government 
structures and services. The catalogue number of the handbook is 11-403E 
and the price in Canada is $6.30. Copies are available at authorized 
booksellers or by mail from the Canadian Government Publishing Centre, 
Supply and Services Canada, Ottawa, K1A 0S9. 


Canadian Women: Profile of their 
Health 


Brasil Arex 
Date Program 


This report examines the state of women’s health 
in Canada and how it is affected by socio-economic 
factors such as activity in the labour force, family 
income and education. The need for a greater 
understanding of the interrelationship between 
these factors with physical and pyschological 
wellbeing is underlined by the report. For further 
information contact Doug Angus, Health Services, 
Statistics Canada (613) 995-7808. 


Federal Electoral District Profiles 


A new series of statistical profiles for each of 
Canada’s 282 Federal Electoral Districts is now 
available. Each profile describes the economic 
and social characteristics of a constituency, using 
text, charts, graphs and tabular material. The 
information is based on the 1981 Census, with 
updates to the end of 1983 wherever data were 
available. The price of each profile is $25.00. 
Orders may be placed by calling the Small Area 
Data Program at (613) 990-9472. 
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Upcoming Events 


In its ongoing efforts to meet the information needs of its clients, Statistics 
Canada offers a number of workshops. 


Basic Survey Sampling Basic Questionnaire Design 

The Basic Survey Sampling Workshop uses a Statistics Canada offers workshops on Basic 
nonmathematical approach to present the basic Questionnaire Design which specifically deal with 
principles and techniques of survey sampling and is the problems encountered by first-time and 
intended specifically for first-time or occasional occasional survey sponsors. Researchers with some 
survey researchers with little or no background in experience may also find the variety of aspects 
statistics. The workshops are organized subject to covered useful in updating their skills. The 
response. workshops are organized subject to response. 

For further details, contact A. Satin, Special For further details, please contact A.R. Gower, 
Surveys Common Services Methodology Sub- Special Surveys Common Services Methodology 
division, Statistics Canada ((613) 990- 9478). Subdivision, Statistics Canada ((613) 990-8276). 


New Surveys 


Summaries in this section reflect current survey activities within the federal 
government, submitted for review to Statistics Canada. 


AGRICULTURE CANADA the grading regulations and standards on the 
application of new technology. Questionnaires were 
mailed in June and findings should be available in 


Food Processors and Distributors Surveyed August 1984. 
This survey seeks opinions of food processors and Contact: Mrs. C.J. Brown, Program Evaluation 
distributors about the federal food grading system. Division (Tel.: (613) 994-1991) 


Results will be used to assess the grading program 

objectives, its relevance and benefits. Question- 

naires are being mailed to processors and CANADA MORTGAGE AND HOUSING 
distributors and dairies in June and July; results CORPORATION 

will be released at the end of August 1984. 


Contact: Mrs. C.J. Brown, Program Evaluation Public Housing in Ontario Examined 

Division (Tel.: (613) 994-1991) 
Two key groups of public housing tenants in Ontario, 
families and senior citizens, will be surveyed about 


Food Grading System: Producers’ Associations their needs and use of services. Tenants in selected 
housing projects will be interviewed in September 


Surveyed 
and October 1984. Housing project managers and 

Food producers are being interviewed to obtain their security staff, community resource workers and 

views on the Canadian food grading system. Survey support service agencies will also participate. A 

results will be used to analyse the following issues: final report is expected by March 1985. 

a) attainment of food grading program objectives; b) ; om OE 

relevance of the grading regulations and standards; Contact: Mr. P.G. Fuller, Quantitative Resources 

c) costs and benefits of the system; and, d) impact of (Tel.: (613) 748-2355) 
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Who Rents in Winnipeg? 


Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation is 
surveying tenants in new rental units in Winnipeg. 
Objectives of the survey are: a) to better understand 
the demand for new rental accommodations; b) to 
develop a general profile of tenant characteristics; 
and, c) to obtain information from tenants on: 
decision to move; satisfaction; and, location 
considerations. Tenant profiles are being prepared 
from tenant files available from developers and a 
mail survey of 1 200 - 1 400 tenants is being 
conducted in mid- July. 


Contact: Mr. P.G. Fuller, Statistical Services (Tel.: 
(613) 748- 2355) 


CONSUMER AND CORPORATE 
AFFAIRS CANADA 


Is Metric Conversion Succeeding? 


The Metric Commission is surveying Canadian- 
based business and industry to ascertain the status 
of metric conversion, its characteristics, and the 
degree to which it is self-sustaining. Results will be 
used in planning for the new Metric Office which 
will replace the Metric Commission. Telephone 
interviews are being conducted with Trade 
Associations, Trade Journals and targetted firms 
and corporations. Field work is being carried out by 
RES Policy Research Inc. and results will be 
available by September 30, 1984. 


Contact: Mr. F.W. Buser, Special Projects, (Tel.: 
(613) 995-2294) 


EMPLOYMENT AND 
IMMIGRATION CANADA 


Dictionary for Vocational Counsellors 
Examined 


Users of the Canadian Classification and 
Dictionary of Occupations (CCDO) are being 
surveyed about how they use the CCDO, problems 
they have encountered and suggestions for changes 
or improvements. Users include high school, college 
and university counsellors, private sector employ- 
ment counsellors, industrial psychologists, and 
military personnel selection officers. Results will aid 
in the development of a new occupational classi- 
fication system. 
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Contact: Mr. Ian McRae, National Occupational 
Analysis and Classification Systems - Research 
(Tel.: (819) 994-6325) 


UIC Premium Reduction Program Evaluated 


The Premium Reduction Program provides for a 
reduction in an employer’s UI premium where the 
employer has a wage-loss replacement plan for 
employees covering absences due to illness or 
maternity. A survey of over 11 000 employers, 
workers, and insurers was conducted between June 
and August 1984 to assist in evaluating the 
program. A final report is expected to be released in 
the spring of 1985. 


Contact: Mr. R. Hanson, Program Evaluation 
Branch (Tel.: (613) 994-3055) 


ENERGY, MINES AND 
RESOURCES CANADA 


Users of Geophysical Information Surveyed 


In April, about 1 000 of the Earth Physics Branch’s 
(EPB) clients worldwide were asked to comment on 
the quality and usefulness of the Branch’s output 
and services. Data will be used in suggesting 
possible changes or improvements to EPB’s 
programs. Survey results are expected at the end of 
December. 


Contact: Dr. W.D. Bennett, Program Evaluation 
(Tel.: (613) 996- 8448) 


Diver Profiles Developed 


Information is being collected from divers, diving 
supervisors and those working in offshore oil and gas 
exploration, development and production to provide 
rapid access to individual divers’ histories. This will 
expedite certification and provide the data required 
for divers to be admitted into diving programs. Areas 
of Diving Regulations which require updating and 
improvement for increased diver safety will be 
identified. 


Contact: Mr. T.A. Hamp, Engineering Systems and 
Liaison (Tel.: (613) 993-3760) 
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Underwater Emergencies - Are Divers 
Equipped to Handle Them? 


Data from this survey will be used to establish a 
system for rapid access to equipment inventory in 
emergency situations. Individuals involved in 
offshore oil and gas rigs, diving-related equipment, 
diving contracting and diver training are being 
contacted to obtain information on rig statistics, 
equipment inventories, contracts and training 
courses. 


Contact: Mr. T.A. Hamp, Engineering Systems and 
Liaison (Tel.: (613) 993-3760) 


"Keeping the Heat In" Evaluated 


This survey will help evaluate the effectiveness of a 
manual about home reinsulation distributed to 
householders. Approximately 500 users are being 
interviewed about how useful they found the manual 
in explaining do-it-yourself reinsulating tasks. 


Contact: Mr. S. Conder, Bureau of Management 
Consulting (Tel.: (613) 996-8445) 


COSP Mailing Kit Evaluated 


The survey objective is to learn how well the mailing 
kit communicates all relevant information about the 
Canadian Oil Substitution Program (COSP), 
especially to those interested in applying for an 
energy conversion grant. Data will be used to direct 
future marketing efforts and kit reprints. 


Contact: Mr. S. Conder, Bureau of Management 
Consulting (Tel.: (613) 996-8445) 


ENVIRONMENT CANADA 


Is Signal Hill Doing its Job? 


Data from a survey of visitors to Signal Hill 
National Historic Park near St. John’s, 
Newfoundland, will help to develop visitor trend 
projections, market analyses and management 
plans. Results will indicate how people use the 
Park’s historic resources, how planning alternatives 
would affect current use and whether or not present 
exhibits and facilities are effective. About 2 500 
people were surveyed beginning in May. Results 
will be available in February 1985. 
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Contact: Mr. S.M. Meis, Socio-Economic 
Information Division (Tel.: (819) 994-2012) 


Banff National Park Museum Evaluated 


Approximately 200 visitors to the Banff museum 
will be asked about their perceptions of the museum 
throughout the development and implementation of 
exhibit modifications in 1984-85. Results will help 
Parks Canada to change and improve displays to 
more effectively meet visitor expectations. 


Contact: Mr. S.M. Meis, Socio-Economic 
Information Division (Tel.: (819) 994-2012) 


Visitors to Quebec Parks Surveyed 


This summer Parks Canada is surveying visitors to 
three national historic parks in Quebec. Results will 
aid park management in: a) determining expecta- 
tions of and services required by visitors; b) planning 
park operations; and, c) developing an effective 
promotion/marketing program. A report for Fort 
Chambly is expected in February 1985 while reports 
for Sir Wilfrid Laurier and Pointe-Lévis National 
Historic Parks should be available in late August of 
1984. 


Contact: Mr. S.M. Meis, Socio-Economic 
Information Division (Tel.: (819) 994-2012) 


Boating and Marina Demand Assessed - Clear 
Lake 


Marina clientele at Clear Lake, Manitoba will be 
surveyed to determine their characteristics and their 
attitudes toward present and proposed marina 
facilities. Data will aid in planning for new facilities 
for both boaters and nonboaters. A sample of 9 000 
of the 160 000 lake visitors is being interviewed 
between June and September 1984 and a final report 
is expected by the end of December. 


Contact: Mr. Onno Kremers, Socio-Economic 
Research, Prairie Region (Tel.: (204) 949-6220) 


PCB Phase-Out Strategy 


This survey is collecting data to assess relative risk 
of exposure posed by equipment containing poly- 
chlorinated biphenyls (PCB’s). Ninety organizations 
across Canada currently using this type of equip 
ment are being interviewed during July and August. 
Results will be used to assist in formulating a stra- 
tegy for the phase-out of PCB-containing equipment. 
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Contact: Mr. A.D. Pittuck, Chemical Control 
Division (Tel.: (819) 997-1640) 


Bruce Peninsula Studied 


Results of this study will be used to determine the 
nature and extent of expected social and economic 
impacts that could result if a National Park were 
established on the Bruce Peninsula. Approximately 
3 000 respondents including permanent and 
seasonal residents, businesses and landowners are 
being interviewed during August 1984. Topics such 
as respondent demography and present and 
potential land use are being covered. 


Contact: Mr. S.M. Meis, Socio-Economic 
Information Division (Tel.: (819) 994-2012) 


EXTERNAL AFFAIRS CANADA 


"CanadExport" Evaluated 


This readership survey of the international trade 
newsletter, CanadExport, will identify how sub- 
scribers use the information presented. It will also 
examine how they feel about the publication 
generally. Results will be used to assess benefits of 
the market information carried in CanadExport and 
to more closely meet the needs of readers. A final 
report should be available early in 1985. 


Contact: Mr. D. Mrkich, International Trade (Tel.: 
(613) 996-1429) 


FINANCE CANADA 


Financing of Medium-Sized Canadian 
Corporations Being Studied 


A sample survey of medium-sized domestic corpora- 
tions to identify demand for capital and financing 
problems will assess the need for government policy 
in this area. A sample of 500 will be selected from all 
independent Canadian-owned firms with assets of 
$2.5 to $25 million in the manufacturing, wholesale 
and retail trades and services industries. 


Contact: Mr. J. Whitehead, Special Projects and 
Policy Analysis Division (Tel.: (613) 993-7970) 
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Canadian Youth about 


Unemployment 


Surveyed 


This survey is being planned to solicit opinions from 
Canada’s youth about unemployment, its causes and 
possible solutions to the problem. Data collected will 
assist Finance Canada in policy development. It is 
hoped that more informed discussion will improve 
communication between government and the public 
on this issue. Field work is expected to take 12 
weeks. 


Contact: Mr. R.D. Smith, Social Policy Division 
(Tel.: (613) 996-0621) 


FISHERIES AND OCEANS CANADA 


Fishing Communities Profiled 


Inhabitants of the 200 fishing communities in the 
Scotia-Fundy Region are being surveyed on: 
migration patterns; education; economic and social 
development projects and opportunities; fisheries 
infrastructure; labour force patterns; history; and, 
community interdependencies. Data will be used to 
evaluate existing departmental policies and pro- 
grams and to plan and implement future activities. 
This is Part I of a national study which will survey 
all coastal fishing communities. 


Contact: Mr. Tom R. Poetschke, Economic 
Development Directorate (Tel.: (613) 993-2072) 


HEALTH AND WELFARE CANADA 


Was it "Time to Quit"? 


In June, 2 000 respondents across Quebec were 
interviewed to evaluate the effectiveness of a quit- 
smoking television campaign aired in January 1984. 
Public recall of the "Time to Quit" campaign and the 
effect of the campaign on cigarette consumption 
were measured. 


Contact: Mr. Pierre Lamarche, Health Promotion 
Directorate (Tel.: (514) 283-4587) 
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Weight Loss Clinics Surveyed 


Information will be collected about the current 
activities of weight loss clinics in Canada to assess 
the relevance of proposed guidelines for the opera- 
tion of such clinics. Data will be used to evaluate 
weight loss practices and general clinic operations 
and to determine any regional differences among 
clinics. Personnel from approximately 50 facilities 
in large urban centres are being interviewed during 
the summer of 1984. 


Contact: Mr. J. Hauser, Health Services and 
Promotion Branch (Tel.: (613) 990-8149) 


NATIONAL CAPITAL COMMISSION 


Federal Employee Parking Survey 


This survey will examine federal government 
employee parking habits and requirements. Data 
will serve as input to a major study of parking in the 
core area of the National Capital Region. Employees 
of 19 federal departments are being asked to 
complete a questionnaire. Field work will be 
completed by the end of the summer 1984. 


Contact: Ms. R. Jentys (Tel.: (613) 996-9778) 


NATIONAL MUSEUMS OF CANADA 


How Are Museum Collections Managed? 


Approximately 1 700 nonprofit, Canadian 
institutions (museums, art galleries and historical 
sites) were sent mail questionnaires in the summer 
of 1984 to determine their collections management 
practices. Data will aid in the development of a plan 
for a national inventory and provide criteria for 
financial assistance. Personal meetings may be 
arranged with some of the larger institutions whose 
collections are extensive or contain a variety of 
subject matter. Results should be available in the 
fall of 1984. 


Contact: Ms. J. Sledge, Canadian Heritage 
Information Network (Tel.: (613) 992-3333), or, Ms. 
N. Panchyson, Registration Assistance Programme 
(Tel.: (613) 996-8504) 
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Exhibitions Component of Museum Evaluated 


Two surveys are being conducted during July and 
August 1984 by the National Museum of Canada in 
the Victoria Memorial Museum Building, Ottawa. 
An intercept survey of visitors to permanent 
exhibitions in the Museum of Man will determine 
the effectiveness of the exhibitions and whether or 
not similar displays would be suitable for a new 
museum in Hull. A telephone survey will ascertain 
public awareness of these exhibitions. Data will be 
used by Museum management in future program 
emphasis and resourcing decisions. Results are 
expected by the fall. 


Contact: Mrs. J. Cave, Program Evaluation (Tel: 
(613) 993-6341) 


NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL 


Audio-Visual Package Update 


The Canada Institute for Scientific and Technical 
Information (CISTI) is updating the 12-minute 
audio-visual package which describes the Institute’s 
resources and services. CISTI wants to determine 
the demand for an a/v package which could, unlike 
the previous version, be shown without requiring a 
staff member to answer questions. 


Contact: Ms. F. Janson, Publicity and 
Communications (Tel.: (613) 993-3854) 


Chemical Pollutants Investigated 


This survey is being conducted to investigate 
exposure to chemical pollutants. Data will be used to 
estimate how likely Ontario cottagers are to be 
exposed to dioxins in drinking water and locally- 
caught fish. Questionnaires are being sent to 1 600 
executives of the Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ 
Association, who will distribute them to cottagers 
living by lakes. 


Contact: Ms. P. Curry, Environmental Secretariat 
(Tel.: (613) 996-6286) 
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PUBLIC ARCHIVES CANADA 


Public Archives Services Evaluated 


Data collected will help to determine the extent to 
which the Public Archives is making national 
archival resources effectively and efficiently acces- 
sible and useable. Approximately 7 900 individuals 
and institutions who used the Researcher and Public 
Service Component of the department in 1983 are 
being asked their opinions of the services offered. 
Field work is underway between July and October 
and results are expected early in 1985. 


Contact: Mr. P. Prieur, Planning and Programming 
Evaluation (Tel.: (613) 993-5383) 


REGIONALINDUSTRIAL EXPANSION 


Assessing the Effects of the Industry and 
Labour Adjustment Program 


This survey will provide data about the effectiveness 
of the Industry and Labour Adjustment Program 
(ILAP) in stimulating sales, employment, competi- 
tion and other benefits in the automotive parts 
industry. Interviews with independent experts as 
well as ILAP participants and nonparticipants were 
conducted during the summer of 1984. 


Contact: Mr. André Bernier, Program Evaluation 
Branch (Tel.: (613) 996-4938) 


Surveying and Mapping Industry Profiled 


The surveying and mapping industry in Canada is 
being studied to determine its strengths and weak- 
nesses and to describe both domestic and 
international constraints and opportunities. Results 
will be used to assess and formulate policies that 
influence industrial development. Field work is 
being carried out between May and November 1984. 


Contact: Ms. Joan Baker, Consulting Services 
Division (Tel.: (613) 995-8107) 


Community-Based Industrial Adjustment 
Program Evaluated 


Results from this survey will be used to evaluate the 
effectiveness of the Community-Based Industrial 
Adjustment Program (CIAP) in reducing the soéio- 
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economic distress caused by structural industrial 
change. Data was collected from about one-third of 
the companies which received CIAP funding, from 
Community Adjustment Committee members and 
from officials of Canada Employment and 
Immigration and the Department of Regional 
Industrial Expansion. A final report will be 
available in the fall of 1984. 


Contact: Mr. R.A. McDonald or Mrs. I. Bradley, 
Program Evaluation (Tel.: (613) 996-4938) 


BOSS Works for Businessmen 


The Business Opportunities Sourcing System 
(BOSS) assists Canadian businessmen in obtaining 
orders by providing information about Canadian 
companies and their products to potential domestic 
or foreign buyers. A new questionnaire is being 
introduced in 1984 to: a) improve the quality and 
completeness of the data available for national and 
international sourcing and marketing decisions; b) 
provide greater national and international visibility 
for participating firms; and, c) reduce paperburden 
for responding companies. 


Contact: Mr. D.K. Ranger, Market Development 
Branch (XLBO) (Tel.: (613) 993-6868) 


Canadian Engineers Consult Abroad 


Twenty-five member firms of the Association of 
Consulting Engineers of Canada (ACEC) were 
surveyed in June 1984 to obtain 1983 export figures 
on the Canadian consulting engineering industry 
abroad. Data collected will determine: export 
trends; the influence of bilateral and international 
export financing on sales; deficiencies in government 
export programs, and, the impact of consultancy 
exports on spin-off sales of goods and other services. 
Results should be available by late summer of 1984. 


Contact: Mr. Max Smith, Consulting Services 
Division (ISEI) (Tel.: (613) 995-8107) 


Tourism Marketing Program Evaluated 


The federal government’s involvement in tourism 
marketing is being evaluated to help develop new 
marketing policies. The information will aid pro- 


gram design, resource allocation, organization and 
delivery. 


Contact: Mr. LR. Fraser, Tourism Marketing 
Program Evaluation (Tel.: (613) 996-4938) 
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Meetings and Incentive Travel Databank 
Evaluated 


All Canadian Meetings and Incentive Travel (M&IT) 
organizations will be asked to comment on the M&IT 
Databank. Data will be used to decide whether or 
not this service should be continued and, if so, who 
should administer it. Field work is being conducted 
between July and September 1984 with a final 
report expected in October. 


Contact: Ms. M. McElroy, Tourism Canada (Tel.: 
(613) 992-4646) 


Canada - A Competitive Tourism Market? 


This survey is intended to obtain data about the 
Canadian tourism industry’s price competitiveness 
vis-a-vis comparable products for the U.S.A. Inter- 
national tourism buyers who attended the May 
Rendez-Vous Canada 1984 exhibition in Ottawa and 
already offer Canada as part of their destination 
package tours, were interviewed in person and by 
telephone. Results are expected by September 1984. 


Contact: Ms. S. Ioualalen, Tourism Canada (Tel: 
(613) 995-5157) 


SECRETARY OF STATE 


Montreal’s Latin-American Community 
Interviewed 


Information obtained from this survey will be used 
to develop a cultural, social and economic profile of 
the Latin-American population in Montreal. Data 
on general characteristics and needs and priorities, 
such as language and cultural adjustment, were 
collected through interviews with 150 households in 
May and June; results will be available in 
September 1984. 


Contact: Ms. Suzanne Perron, Multiculturalism 
Directorate (Tel.: (514) 283-5641) 


STATISTICS CANADA 


Fertilizer Trade Reviewed 


This annual survey, covering July 1983 to June 
1984, will provide a summary, by province, of 
fertilizer materials used and their N-P-K (nitrogen- 
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phosphorus-potassium) content. Questionnaires are 
being mailed to a sample of 1 000 fertilizer dealers in 
the summer of 1984; survey results should be 
available early in 1985. 


Contact: Ms. K.C. Wardley, Manufacturing and 
Primary Industries Division (Tel.: (613) 990-9835) 


Statistics Canada Publications Assessed 


Several Canadian libraries will be contacted 
regarding the inquiries they receive about Statistics 
Canada publications. The data, which will show the 
uses to which these publications are put, will help in 
planning future marketing activities. Selected 
libraries will be surveyed for one week in November 
1984 and in February 1985. 


Contact: Mr. H.W. Leigh, Business, Provincial and 
Municipal Relations Division (Tel.: (613) 990-8928) 


What Statistics Do Businesses Want? 


The Toronto Regional Office plans to survey private 
businesses in Ontario about the type of statistical 
information they need. Data collected will be used to 
develop a marketing program for the agency’s 
products and services. 


Contact: Mr. Paul McLean, Toronto Regional Office 
(Tel.: (416) 966-8306) 


1986 — Post-Censal Survey on Disabled Persons 
is Proposed 


The Health Division consulted with government 
officials, associations and others with an interest in 
disabled persons to determine their requirements for 
data on disabled persons in Canada. Results will be 
combined with those from similar consultations in 
1981-82 to form the basis for specific recommenda- 
tions for the content of a proposed 1986 post-censal 
survey of disabled persons. Field work was carried 
out during the summer of 1984 and results are 
expected by the fall. 


Contact: Ms. Sharon Katz, Disability Database 
Development Project (Tel.: (613) 990-8780) 
Dancers and Choreographers Profiled 
This is the fifth in a series of surveys of creative and 


performing artists conducted under the Cultural 
Statistics Program (CSP) of the Department of 
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Communications and Statistics Canada. Data 
collected from 2 500 Canadian dancers and 
choreographers will be used to produce descriptive 
profiles and to assess the needs, attitudes and 
opinions of these artists with regard to government 
policies and programs. Questionnaires will be 
mailed in January 1985. Preliminary reports will be 
available in late 1985 and a detailed analysis will be 
published in June of 1986. 


Contact: Mr. Brian Reagan, Education, Culture 
and Tourism Division (Tel.: (613) 993-6862) 


How Healthy is Canada’s Primary Fishing 
Industry? 


The System of National Accounts collects 
information on the primary fishing industry in 
Canada as input to its estimates of gross fixed 
capital formation and as a general measure of the 
health of the industry. This survey will determine 
the feasibility of using a mail-out/mail-back 
questionnaire to collect required capital and repair 
expenditure information. The population is all 
incorporated and unincorporated businesses which 
are active in the primary fishing industry. 
Questionnaires will be mailed to a sample of 100 
from each group in September 1984. 


Contact: Mr. D. Collins or Mr. D. Busicks 
Construction Division (Tel.: (613) 990-9815) 


Canadian Archival Institutions Studied 


All 350 Canadian archival institutions are being 
surveyed during July and August 1984 to collect the 
following information: 1) records management; 2) 
historical holdings; 3) personnel; 4) accommodations 
and facilities; 5) restoration; and, 6) service to the 
public. The federal government and archivists will 
use results to evaluate the evolution of the archival 
community within the broader institutions commu- 
nity. A final report is expected before March 1985. 


Contact: P. Mulvagh (Tel.: (613) 990-9041) 


Users of Fuel Consumption Data Interviewed 


Users of published reports from the Fuel 
Consumption Survey are being asked about the 
usefulness of these reports. Data will be used to 
update distribution lists and to revise and improve 
reports, where possible. All 1 000 recipients of the 
quarterly and annual material are being sent mail 
questionnaires between July and September 1984. 
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Contact: Mr. M. Lawes, Special Surveys Division 
(Tel.: (613) 990-9478) 


1986 Census of Agriculture Questionnaire 
Assessed 


This survey will assess the ability of the proposed 
1986 Census of Agriculture questionnaire to collect 
high-quality data. It will ensure that the census 
questions are clearly worded and will be easily 
understood by farm operators. The test question- 
naire is being mailed to a sample of 6 000 farm 
operators during the month of August. 


Contact: Mrs. C. Cromey, Census of Agriculture 
(Tel.: (613) 990- 8711) 


TRANSPORT CANADA 


General Aviation Aircraft Owners Surveyed 


Information is being collected from 800 - 1 000 
private and commercial general aviation aircraft 
owners at four Toronto airports to determine their 
preferences regarding airport usage and 
accommodations. Field work is being carried out 
during June and July 1984 and a final report is 
expected in September. 


Contact: Mr. N. Doshi, Ontario Region - Air 
Administration (Tel.: (416) 224-3460) 


Toronto Airport Facilities Assessed 


Information obtained from passengers and their 
well-wishers will help estimate the space and 
personnel requirements of a Toronto airport. The 
data will update and supplement those from 
previous surveys and help forecast demands on 
building facilities. Interivews were conducted with 
over 1 500 boarding passengers in June and July and 
results are expected in December 1984. 


Contact: Mr. P.R. Tidd, Airport Planning Branch 
(Tel.: (416) 676-4504) 

Airport Parking Under Study 

This survey of people who park their vehicles for 


more than five hours at a Toronto airport will help in 
the planning of anew parking facility. A sample of 
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Regular Features 


1 000 (both air passengers and others) is being 
interviewed to determine what services and facilities 
they would like to see in the new parking area. 


Contact: Mr. P.R. Tidd, Airport Planning Branch 
(Tel.: (416) 676-4505) 


Are Boaters Safety-Conscious? 


The Coast Guard’s Search and Rescue Branch is 
introducing uniformed inspection/enforcement 
patrols in pleasure boating areas of the Canadian 
Great Lakes and West Coast. Data collected from 
about 1 000 boaters in each area will indicate 
attitudes toward the officers’ new enforcement role, 
how well the public complies with the Small Vessel 
Regulations and if boaters are taking safe boating 
courses. Field work is being carried out between 
June and October. Results will not be published, but 
will be available to interested parties. 


Contact: Mr. R.E. Sparks, Search and Rescue 
Branch (Tel.: (613) 995-5862) 


Yacht Racers Surveyed 


This is a survey of participants in the May 1984 
Swiftsure and Juan de Fuca yacht races. During 
June, skippers of the 406 yachts and 200 other 
participants were sent questionnaires to determine 
opinions about vessel traffic management during the 
races. 


Contact: Mr. M. Turner, Vessel Traffic Services 
(Tel.: (604) 661-3142) 
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TREASURY BOARD OF CANADA 


Day Care for Parents in the Civil Service 
Evaluated 


The primary objectives of this survey are to learn if 
the federal day care policy is being properly admin- 
istered and if the service is aiding the continuing 
career development of public service employees with 
young children. The data will help assess effects of 
day care policy on present and past users. Field 
work was conducted in June and a final report is 
expected in the fall. 


Contact: Ms. D. Gorman, Evaluation Program 
Group (Tel.: (613) 993-7771) 


Affirmative Action Studies Underway 


In June 1983 the Affirmative Action Program was 
initiated to determine if women, handicapped 
persons and native people within the federal govern- 
ment are being offered adequate education, training 
and promotion opportunities. The following depart- 
ments submitted plans for this "Work Force Audit": 


Canadian Transport Commission 

Department of Communications 

Energy, Mines and Resources Canada 

Environment Canada 

Ministry of State for Economic and Regional 
Development 

Ministry of State for Science and Technology 

Ministry of the Solicitor General 

Regional Industrial Expansion 

Transport Canada 


Data in Many Forms... 


Statistics Canada disseminates data in a variety of 
forms. In addition to publications, both standard 
and special tabulations are offered on computer 
printouts, microfiche and microfilm, and magnetic 
tapes. Maps and other geographic reference 
materials are available for some types of data. 
Direct access to aggregated information is possible 
through CANSIM, Statistics Canada’s machine- 
readable database and retrieval system. 


How to Obtain More Information 


Inquiries about this publication and related 
statistics or services should be directed to: 


Federal Relations Unit, 
Federal and Media Relations Division, 


Statistics Canada, Ottawa, K1A OT6 (Telephone: 
993-7644) or to the Statistics Canada reference 
centre in: 


St. John’s (772-4073) Sturgeon Falls (753-4888) 


Halifax (426-5331) Winnipeg (949-4020) 
Montréal (283-5725) Regina (359-5405) 
Ottawa (992-4734) Edmonton (420-3027) 
Toronto (966-6586) Vancouver (666-3691) 


=) (es 


Toll-free access is provided in all provinces and 
territories, for users who reside outside the local 
dialing area of any of the regional reference 
centres. 


Newfoundland and Labrador Zenith 0-7037 


Nova Scotia, New Brunswick 


and Prince Edward Island 1-800-565-7192 


Quebec 1-800-361-2831 
Ontario 1-800-268-1151 
Manitoba 1-800-282-8006 
Saskatchewan 1(112)800-667-3524 
Alberta 1-800-222-6400 
Coie es eon ea 112-800-663-1551 


Yukon and Northern B.C. (area 


served by NorthwesTel Inc.) Zenith 0-8913 


Northwest Territories (area 


served by NorthwesTel Inc.) Zenith 2-2015 


How to Order Publications 


This and other Statistics Canada publications may 
be purchased from local authorized agents and other 
community bookstores, through the local Statistics 
Canada offices, or by mail order to Publication Sales 
and Services, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, K1A OT6. 
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Between 1921 and 1981 the 
proportion of Canadians aged 65 
and over rose from about five per 
cent to almost 10%. By 2031, when 
the last stragglers of the baby 
boom reach 65 years of age, it is 
estimated that one-fifth of the 
population may well be elderly. 
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burden on programs and services 
for Canada’s elderly. To meet the 
needs of the older population in 
the future, decision-makers and 
researchers in the field of geron- 
tology will need to chart new 
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territory during the next decades. Accurate, 
detailed statistics on the elderly, their way of life 
and their use of services will be crucial. 


Canada’s statistical communities have their work 
cut out for them in meeting these expanding data 
needs. While Statistics Canada now produces a 
range of information on the aged, these statistics do 
not yet cover all of the wider field of gerontology, 
which encompasses such things as the effects of 
crime, day-to-day coping strategies, social attitudes, 
travel, food preferences and patterns of family 
support. 


New directions 


Statistics Canada has recently taken several steps 
to increase the public access to and scope of its 
statistics on the elderly. One project now under 
development is the Canadian Geronto- 
logical Data Catalogue (CANGERDAC). 
This directory is designed to describe 
much of the data available from federal 
sources on the elderly and their use of 
services. Created to speed and simplify 
research on population aging and its 
consequences, the system will be a 
valuable support for policy development 
and program evaluation. In addition, CANGERDAC 
will allow considerable savings in public resources 
by helping to eliminate duplication of data gathering 
operations. 


the 
switch 


Much of CANGERDAC’s value as an analytical 
tool stems from its unique “variables-oriented" 
design. Users will be able to determine quickly what 
data series are available for combinations of 
variables for a specified geographical area and time 
period. By eliminating the need to leaf through lists 
of references, CANGERDAC will allow analysts to 
bypass hours or days of manual search for data 
series. 


The CANGERDAC directory already contains 
references to more than 2,500 statistical series, and 
the main search and retrieval programs have been 
operating for some time. Statistics Canada’s Senior 
Advisor on Population Studies and Statistics, Dr. 
Leroy Stone, is now working with his colleagues to 
develop a means for users to interact easily with the 
program. A French-language version of CANGER- 
DAC is also in the works. It is expected that the 
system, comprised of a data series directory and 
retrieval software, will be fully developed and for 
sale on floppy disks within a year. 


Meanwhile, Statistics Canada has compiled a 
Bibliography of the Elderly that references current 
agency publications except census material, and lists 


CANGERDAC - 
In the future, data 


on the elderly at 
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other federal government data sources on the 
elderly. This can be obtained from any of Statistics 
Canada’s Regional Advisory Services centres. 


Work underway 


Statistics have recently helped to illuminate issues 
such as the rising ratio of beneficiaries to contri- 
butors in public pension schemes, the impact of 
demographic changes on the cost of public health 
services and the financial straits of many of 
Canada’s unattached elderly women. Statistics 
Canada is now carrying out several new programs or 
seeking funds for work that would extend the 
understanding of such topics. For example, the 
agency's 1984 Survey of Consumer Finances, con- 
ducted in May, will provide a range of current 
information on assets, debts and pension coverage. 
This is the first extended survey of consumer 

finances since 1977. 


Several of Statistics Canada’s special 
surveys, including the Canada Health 
Survey, carried out with Health and 
Welfare Canada, the Crime Victimiza- 
tion Survey, sponsored by the Depart- 
ment of Justice, and the survey of leisure 
time use have allowed some analysis of 
the elderly and their need for and use of services. 
Similarly, the Canadian Health and Disability 
Survey, completed last summer, should serve as a 
rich source of information on the large proportion of 
the disabled who are 65 years of age or older. Initial 
planning has begun for a post-censal Disability 
Survey in 1986. This will provide detailed, sub- 
provincial data on Canada’s disabled population 
including the disabled elderly. 


Furthermore, negotiations between Statistics 
Canada and the Canadian Association of Geron- 
tology have resulted in the production of a special 
Census Public Use Sample Tape. This two per cent 
sample of Canadians aged 55 and over, modified to 
protect the confidentiality of respondents, is a 
valuable resource for studying variations among 
elderly individuals and families with older members. 
Distribution of data from the tape is being handled 
through the Association’s Winnipeg office. 


Looking to the future 


But much remains to be done. For example, as Dr. 
Stone points out, statistics are needed that can help 
develop strategies to delay the use of services by the 
elderly by strengthening informal support networks, 
including family and friends. 


Many existing information gaps could be filled by a 
regular national survey on the needs and service use 
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of Canada’s seniors. According to Dr. Stone, such a 
survey is still "a gleam in the eyes of some members 
of the gerontological community." Nevertheless, the 
proposal has been discussed by specialists during 
two series of meetings across Canada and was 
endorsed at this year’s Second National Conference 
on Aging. It is expected that a formal proposal 
forged from the meetings will be submitted to 
Statistics Canada this fall. 


During the past decade, Canada’s increasingly top- 
heavy age pyramid has drawn the growing concern 
of governments, the health community and the 


general public. Although researchers are still faced 
with data limitations, recent statistical innovations 
are helping analysts respond to this demographic 
challenge. 


For further information about data on the elderly, 
please contact Leroy Stone, 8-D1, Jean Talon 
Building, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A OT6 (Tel: 
(613) 990-9752). 


— M. Fraser 


These statistics show that Canada is aging 


Today, an estimated one in 10 Canadians is 65 or 
older, double the proportion at the turn of the 
century. The rate of increase among the elderly 
now outpaces that of children. 


Increased life expectancy is one major reason for 
the general aging of Canadians. Over the past 50 
years, the average life span for men has risen from 
59.6 to 71.5 years, while life expectancy for women 
has climbed from 61.8 to 78.7 years. And there has 
been a significant increase in the number of people 
reaching 85 years and older. Thirty years ago, only 
five of every 100 Canadians 65 years and older had 
celebrated an eighty- fifth birthday; today, the ratio 
is eight per 100. In the age group 85 years and 
over, women outnumber men two to one. 


Over three-quarters of Canada’s elderly men are 
married, but only 40% of women are. A greater 
proportion of women -- nearly half -- are widowed, 
compared to 14% of men. An estimated 36% of 
elderly women are thought to live alone, compared 
to 14% of men. 


Although most associate age 65 with retirement 
from the labour force, many of Canada’s senior 
population continue to work. More than one- 
quarter of men and about one-tenth of women aged 
65 and older were still active in the labour force at 
the time of the 1981 Census. 


The average income for Canada’s senior citizens 
in 1980 was $11,500 for men and $7,000 for women. 
Social benefits such as Old Age Security repre- 
sented the primary sources of income for the 
elderly, for 59% of men and 74% of women aged 65 


and older. Investment accounted for 14% and 17% 
of annual income for men and women respectively. 
Pension income was reported as the main source for 
13% of elderly men but only five per cent for 
women, reflecting differences in labour force 
participation. 


For the most part, Canada’s senior citizens live in 
private homes. Even among those 85 years and 
older, more than 70% of men and 60% of women are 
members of a household. Over 60% live in single 
houses and about 12% in high-rise apartment 
buildings. Canada’s older citizens are concentrated 
in small urban areas, or in the country’s more 
climatically moderate cities, notably, Victoria, 
Vancouver and St.Catharines-Niagara. 


An ethnic profile of Canada’s elderly shows that 
more than half are of British descent while approxi- 
mately one-quarter are French. The proportion of 
elderly is particularly high among certain ethnic 
groups: about 16% of the Jewish population are 
senior citizens, while the proportions among Polish 
and Ukrainian Canadians are 15% and 14% 
respectively. Conversely, the proportion of this 
country’s Italian and Chinese populations aged 65 
and older is only seven per cent. Variances are due 
largely to the period of immigration and rate of 
fertility among ethnic groups. 


- V. Jasperse 
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Demographic statistics: 
Women have their say 


Few people can have failed to notice the increasing 
importance of women’s issues in Canada. In both 
public and private life, daycare, affirmative action 
and equal pay for work of equal value, are the subjects 
of debate. At a workshop entitled Women and 
Demography, sponsored by Statistics Canada and 
Status of Women Canada, many demographic and 
statistical issues of concern to both women and men 
emerged, and were addressed. 


The workshop was attended by women and men, 
from government and private groups, interested in 
research and policy affecting women. The opportunity 
for discussion provided by this type of forum was not 
lost on participants. 


What was most evident from the five papers 
presented at the workshop were the many changes in 
both the social make-up and the economic 
characteristics of the Canadian family over the last 20 
years. 


The following article summarizes the proceedings of 
the Women and Demography workshop. 


Women and the family 


The first paper by Dr. Bali Ram of Statistics 
Canada presented statistical highlights on Canadian 
families. He noted that Canadian households are 
becoming smaller and the proportion of one-person 
households and lone-parent families is growing. 


In addition, more women are childless and the 
fertility rate remains below the replacement level. 
At the same time, more and more mothers of 
young children are working outside the home. 
Consequently, the gap between demand and 
availability of daycare is widening. 


He added that many lone-parent families and 
unattached individuals live in deprived economic 
conditions. 


Remarriage after divorce 


Dr. Judith Harrington, from the Canadian Inter- 
national Development Agency, presented a detailed 
picture of divorce and remarriage in Canada. She 
found that physical and mental cruelty as grounds 
for divorce are used almost exclusively by women. 


Men remarry more quickly after a divorce, and they 
marry women who are younger. About 25% of 
divorced men and 40% of widowers choose partners 
over 1lt years younger than themselves. She 
concluded that this trend towards "May-December" 
marriages may mean that older divorced women will 
be without a partner for the remainder of their lives. 


Common-law unions 


Dr. Joseph Norland of Statistics Canada looked at a 
non-traditional family arrangement -- common-law 
unions. Among his findings, Dr. Norland noted that 
360,000 couples, between six and seven per cent of 
all husband-wife families, were living common-law. 


When he looked at the socio-economic conditions of 
common-law unions, Dr. Norland found that most 
partners had lower family income, low occupational 
status and were less well-educated, especially if they 
were over 40. 


He also said that a common-law union is often an 
alternative to marriage particularly among lower 
socio-economic groups. For others it is a prelude to 
marriage, which usually results, when the partners 
were 35 to 39, in a decision to marry or dissolve the 
union. 


Low fertility 


The presentation by Dr. Anatole Romaniuc, of 
Statistics Canada’s Demography Division, focussed 
on the low fertility rate in Canada and its implica- 
tions for society. 


He identified as the main factors in fertility decline 
in this country: the changes in the marrying 
patterns of Canadians; effective methods of birth 
control; postponement of births due to commitments 
such as work and education and a growing 
preference for smaller families. 


According to Dr. Romaniuc, the expanding role of 
women in society has also created a situation in 
which women must make decisions between employ- 
ment and procreation. He looked at some of the 
measures which would enable women to reconcile 
career requirements with the demands of being a 
mother. 


Some of the implications of the declining fertility 
rate, according to Dr. Romaniuc, include the aging of 
the population, a potential shortage of young 
workers in the 1990s and the role of immigration in 
maintaining population growth. 
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Early marriage and children 


A paper by Dr. Carl Grindstaff of the University of 
Western Ontario examined the economic future of 
women who marry or have their first child during 
adolescence. 


He found that only 2.2% of the married women who 
had a child as an adolescent had a university degree. 
Over 60% had only elementary school education. 


Role expectations resulting from early marriage or 
childbearing affect educational goals and thereby 
socio-economic attainment, according to Dr. 
Grindstaff. 


More information 


The new research information on demographic 
factors affecting the lives of Canadian women 
aroused great interest at the workshop. The papers 
and discussions from Women and Demography will 
be published as a package. For further information 
about the papers or the workshop, please contact 
Judie McSkimmings, Demography Division, 
Statistics Canada, 4-A4, Jean Talon Building, 
Ottawa K1A 0T6 (Tel: (613) 990-9583). 


Other Statistics Canada surveys of interest: 


The Family History Survey, undertaken in 
February of this year, was specifically designed to 
give Canadians a more "longitudinal and retrospec- 
tive" view of the family in Canada. Preliminary 
results will be available shortly. 


Canadian Husband-Wife Families: Labour Force 
Participation and Income Trends, 1971-1981 
describes the growing importance to total family 
income of the income of wives. 


The Family Expenditure Survey provides infor- 
mation about the way families spend their income. 
However, as Statistics Canada officials explained at 
the workshop, the response to this survey is largely 
negative. Many families do not wish to divulge the 
amount of money spent over the course of a year on 
essential personal items, such as "feminine hygiene 
products". 


For more information about these surveys, please 
contact Central Enquiries, Statistics Canada ((613) 
990-8116) or the Statistics Canada Regional Office 
nearest you (consult listing in the centre of this 
y publication). @ 


- K. Kennedy 
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Issues 


Participants at the Women and Demography 
Workshop expressed a desire for more detailed 
information on several topics of interest. 


e Fertility - In most available survey infor- 
mation, births are linked only to mothers. 
Participants would like to see fertility 
information also linked to fathers, as an 
alternative way of looking at fertility. 


@ Family life - Many of those involved in the 
discussions would like to see more information 
on developments in the modern family, to 
address issues such as child care and support 
systems for the elderly. 


e Family expenditure — Participants would like 
more information on how families spend their 
money. 


e Time allocation -— Participants indicated 
interest in up-to-date information on how 
women divide their time, especially between 
work and family. 
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Off-camera: 
TV data bank 


Television has been at the heart of Canadian life for 
over three decades and it’s come a long way from the 
flickering black and white images of its early years. 
Today’s colour pictures travel by satellite, and 
television has become a magic lantern showing us 
the world. It could be called our electronic heritage. 


When it was launched in September 1952, 
Canada’s first television service reached only about 
30% of Canadian homes, and program selection was 
extremely limited. Today the television set is a 
fixture in every house and programs come to us from 
the four corners of the globe, 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week. Constantly bombarded by so many 
images, we find it hard to sort out what people are 
watching. What kind of programs do we prefer? 
Where do these programs come from? 


To answer these questions, Statistics Canada’s 
Education, Culture and Tourism Division has 
started compiling a television data bank. According 
to John Gordon, Director of the Television Project at 
Statistics Canada, "This is the only one of its kind in 
Canada, possibly even in North America." 


The new TV data bank, the only one accessible to 
the general public, provides detailed information on 
every facet of television programming. In particular, 
it lets people directly and indirectly connected with 
the television world (film producers and distributors, 
teachers and researchers) study television viewing 
habits in relation to specific program characteristics. 


"What we want to analyze are television-viewing 
habits by program content," says Mr. Gordon. 
"We’re interested in what people are watching, 
rather than who watches television or how much 
time they spend in front of the set." 


The new TV data bank will provide analysts with 
information about program characteristics ranging 
from the language in which the program is produced 
to its target audience. Program characteristics are 
broken down into 27 categories. Every category 
contains a number of major classifications, each with 
at least one additional level of detail. For instance, 
"content" is made up of nine classifications. One of 
these is "comedy", which in turn has six sub- 
divisions, including the familiar situation comedy as 
well as comedy of character and of manners. 


All of this information is put together into a "titles" 
file of detailed information about all programs 
broadcast during the survey period. This file is one 
of five that make up the TV data bank. 


Joint Effort 


The Television Project is carried out under an 
agreement among four groups: the Research Branch 
of the Canadian Radio-television and Telecommuni- 
cations Commission (CRTC); the Broadcasting and 
Content Services Branch and the Cultural Affairs 
Sector of the Department of Communications; and 
Statistics Canada’s Culture Subdivision. It is one of 
15 projects included in the Culture Statistics 
Program, jointly administered by the Department of 
Communications and Statistics Canada. 


"Some of the Television Project data already 
existed," says John Gordon, “but they were scattered 
among various agencies connected with the televi- 
sion world. Here at Statistics Canada we have put 
all these data together in a single bank." 


Close-up on components 


Statistics Canada’s new data bank is made up of 
five files, interconnected by the linkage system that 
is one of this project’s main features. 


Besides the "titles" file described above, the TV 
data bank has four other files. For these, data are 
collected by the private survey organization, the 
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Bureau of Broadcast Measurement (BBM). There is 
the "tuning" file, the heart of the system, which 
contains data on viewing habits for every quarter 
hour between 6 a.m. and 2 a.m. the following 
morning, for seven consecutive days. Then there is 
the "demographic" file, linked to the "tuning" file by 
a numerical code. It holds information on the age, 
sex, language, education and occupation of respon- 
dents. Mr Gordon emphasizes that this information 
is kept confidential so that it’s impossible to identify 
any one individual. 


There is also a "schedule" file, showing the time 
programs were aired during the survey period. Data 
on the geographic location and affiliation of each 
television station are recorded in the "station" file. 


Each respondent to BBM surveys is asked to keep a 
diary of the programs he or she watches over a one- 
week period and to provide some basic personal 


information. The results are compiled by the BBM 
and made available to all its members, including 
Statistics Canada. 


With the BBM data and the program descriptions 
provided for the "titles" file by the CRTC, Statistics 
Canada has assembled a unique, consolidated bank 
of television data. And, according to John Gordon, 
the data bank has already aroused considerable 
interest among those who attended the Television 
Festival in Banff last May. 


There are two ways of accessing the data bank. 
BBM members who want information not related to 
the “titles” file should contact the BBM. All other 
requests should be directed to Statistics Canada. 


For further information on the Television Project, 
contact John Gordon at (613) 993-6862. @ 


— Y. Bédard 


Are you tired of rifling through piles of statistical 
publications to get one figure? Sick of having to do 
all the tedious work before you can start the fun job 
of analyzing? If so, CANSIM may be just the thing 
for you. 


CANSIM is the Canadian Socio-Economic Infor- 
mation Management System. It is Statistics 
Canada’s computerized data bank, an information 


storage and retrieval system containing both current 
and historical statistical series. The data are not 
limited to those collected by Statistics Canada; 
CANSIM also carries series from the Bank of 
Canada, other federal departments (including 
Labour Canada and Energy, Mines and Resources) 
and provincial governments (the Quebec Bureau of 
Statistics and the Alberta Bureau of Statistics). 


CANSIM is the easy way to go 


In 1969, when CANSIM’s computer was first 
plugged in, it provided subscribers with a data bank 
containing 2,500 time series covering seven major 
topics, including the National Accounts, Prices and 
Price Indexes, and Balance of Payments. Today, the 
data bank has expanded in both depth and scope: it 
now has three data bases. 


The first data base is the Time Series, which has 
mushroomed from 2,500 to over 400,000 entries and 
is now accessed daily by over 400 organizations. 
Because this data base deals strictly with changes 
over time, the kind of detail it provides is very 
specific. For example, data about unemployment for 
for each age and sex are stored as separate entries, 
and each file must be accessed individually. 


The time series data base is not very convenient for 
those users more interested in comparing several 
socio-economic characteristics. The user who wants 
to compare the unemployment rates of men and 
women aged 25 to 54, for example, must first 
retrieve a number of different time series before 
analysis can begin. 
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To eliminate this inconvenience, CANSIM 
introduced a second data base in 1976. The Cross- 
Classified data base pulls together the data in the 
relevant individual time series files. It then 
presents them as a table comprising the diverse 
variables. Thus, the analyst can access the infor- 
mation in one step, in this case the age and sex of the 
unemployed, and perhaps their province of 
residence, as well as the time of year they were most 
likely to be out of work. 


The third data base CANSIM offers is the 
Summary Data System. It contains the information 
collected by the 1976 and 1981 Censuses, and is 
particularly useful for researchers doing work on 
small geographic areas. 


During its first five years of operation, CANSIM 
could be accessed only by federal government 
departments. In 1973, it was opened to the public, 
and industry has since become its largest customer. 
In 1983-84, Canadian businesses accounted for 
nearly two-thirds of CANSIM’s clients. 


The CANSIM Division of Statistics Canada has to 
anticipate and respond quickly to evolving user 
demands, so data and system development plans 
have to be continuously reassessed. Director Martin 
Podehl says that while the program’s goal has 
always been well-defined, "the whole aim was to be 
very flexible according to users’ needs." 


In the past, CANSIM’s services were geared almost 
exclusively to professionals interested primarily in 
macro-economic analysis. But the growth of this 
market has reached its limit and the division is 
moving into other areas. 


CANSIM’s University Base, which offers a pared 
down version of the regular service (25,000 time 
series updated quarterly), was introduced 18 months 
ago. Its 11 university and college subscribers 
include Queen’s University, the University of 
British Columbia and the University of Toronto. An 
important goal of this postsecondary service will be 
to make potential future clients aware of CANSIM’s 
capabilities. 


Mr. Podehl also sees a larger market in the media, 
both print and electronic. TELICHART, which 
produces multi-coloured graphs and charts using the 
CANSIM mini-base, appeals particularly to journa- 
lists who want economic news in a visual form (see 
Survey News, Vol.1, No.1). 


A recent program, Fact Sheets, is a bid to enroll 
market researchers and industrial and corporate 
planners among its subscribers. The data are 
"customer-specific,"” providing information about a 
particular industry or geographic region according 
to the user’s specific needs. 


The CANSIM Division is now eager to enter the 
business of providing data services for micro- 
computers (desk computers). Current estimates put 
about 60,000 personal computers in Canadian 
offices; within four years, their numbers are 
expected to increase tenfold -- an enormous potential 
market. 


On the technical side, the division foresees a 
declining demand for its more complex analytical 
software services. Most econometricians use their 
own sophisticated programs and models; "intel- 
ligent" personal computers, which promise to figure 
largely in CANSIM’s future, can already perform 
basic statistical functions and will be increasingly 
capable of executing complex operations. In the 
future, a large proportion of the demand for 
CANSIM’s software will probably come from non- 
professionals, for example, TELICHART users. 


For this reason, one of CANSIM’s primary goals is 
the enlargement of its data bank; it wants to carry 
more detailed information from Statistics Canada’s 
subject matter divisions. 


Mr. Podehl says CANSIM complements rather than 
competes with Statistics Canada’s numerous publi- 
cations. He feels CANSIM is a convenient storage 
and retrieval system for statistical tables. He adds 
that electronic data banks can co-exist with 
published reports which provide general summaries, 
in-depth analysis, methodological discussion and 
reference material. # 


-—S. Crompton 


CANSIM users need only two pieces of equipment to access the data bank, a terminal and a communications 
line. A printer can also be hooked up. The CANSIM division arranges seminars to outline the program to those 


interested in the service. 


For information, contact: 


Martin Podehl, Director, CANSIM Division, 


Statistics Canada (613) 990-8211. 
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Average Income of Families and Unattached Individuals 


The past three decades have seen great changes 
within Canadian society. The traditional family has 
become a nuclear one. The divorce rate has risen 
dramatically. More families live with only one 
parent and many more people live alone today than 
did 30 years ago. 


These developments have affected the incomes of 
Canadians. A report entitled "Charting Canadian 
Incomes, 1951-1981" provides the general reader 
with a detailed perspective of the change. Based on 
data from the Survey of Consumer Finances, the 
report explores with the aid of text, charts and 
graphs, factors affecting family income. 


From 1951 to 1976, the average income of families 
and unattached individuals grew steadily. (It should 
be kept in mind that income includes both earnings 
from employment and investments and other money 
from social benefits and pensions.) Because incomes 
were still rising during the late 1970s, it may have 
seemed that this growth was continuing. But after 
1976, the gain was more apparent than real. 
Although more dollars were still coming in, buying 
power was falling because of inflation which, in turn, 
has been eating up any gains in income since then. 


Publications 


One of the most significant factors affecting family 
income is the increase in the number of working 
family members. The report shows that the 
proportion of working wives has nearly doubled 
since 1967. In 1951, there was one earner for every 
three family members and by 1981, this ratio 
reached one earner for every two family members. 
Other sources of income non-existent 30 years ago 
such as the Canada and Quebec Pension Plans or 
the Child Tax Credit program contribute to the 
higher per capita income in 1981. 


In contrast to the higher-income families usually 
supported by more than one wage earner, about 
67% of those in the low income groups are 
unattached individuals. These are predominantly 
women under 25 or over 65 years of age, with no 
earned income. Single-parent families represent 
almost one-third of this group. 


At the lower end of the income spectrum, social 
benefit programs have become important sources of 
financial support. The report shows that, among 
those 65 years and older, social benefits represent 
the primary source of income. 


In providing insight into the financial welfare of 
such groups as the one-earner family and the elderly 
who live alone, the report examines how the family 
of today compares to the family of 30 years ago. 


SOURCE: Charting Canadian Incomes, 1951- 
1981 (Catalogue 13-581). 


Statistics Canada has published a variety of 
reports examining the economic activities of 
Canadians. The following publications relate 
specifically to the measurement of income. 


Charting Canadian Incomes, 1951-1981 
(Catalogue 13-581E, $6.65) 


Changes in Income in Canada, 1979-1980 
(Catalogue 99-941, $5.50) 


Wealth of Families with Working Wives 
(Catalogue 13-578, $8.45) 


Income Distributions by Size in Canada 
(Catalogue 13-207, $11.10) 
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Earnings of men and women, 
1981 and 1982 


This publication updates the historical data on 
earnings of men and women previously published 
for selected years from 1967 to 1979 under the same 
title and catalogue number. Data contained in these 
two reports facilitate analyses of earnings of men 
and women over the period 1967 to 1982 in terms of 
such relevant characteristics as age, education, and 
work experience. Such data are usually available 
only every second year; however, through 
exceptional circumstances, large enough samples 
were available for 1981 and 1982 to produce the 
earnings estimates. The report shows that: 


@ The number of earners rose from 8.3 million in 
1967 to 12.9 million in 1982. Women accounted for 
62% of the additional 4.6 million earners during 
this period. 


So = 


@ There has been a slow but steady improvement in 
the ratio of women’s earnings to men’s over the last 
15 years; among full-year/full-time workers, women 
earned, on average, 64 cents for every dollar earned 
by men in 1982 compared to 58 cents in 1967. 


@ Almost two of every three husband-wife families 
had wives in the labour force in 1982 compared to 
one of three in 1967. On average, earnings of wives 
accounted for approximately one-fifth of total family 
income in 1982 compared to one-tenth in 1967. 


For further information, order Earnings of Men 
and Women, 1981 and 1982 (13-577, Canada: $7.75; 
Other Countries: $9.30), or contact R. Chawla (613- 
990-9730), Consumer Income and Expenditure 
Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A OT6. @ 
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New Publications 


The following new releases from Statistics Canada were developed either in response to special needs of client 
groups or as a result of our ongoing statistical program. 


Canada’s Immigrants 


Canada’s Immigrants outlines characteristics of our nation’s 
immigrant population including age, educational level, income, 
household status and citizenship. 1981 Census results showed 3.8 
million immigrants in Canada, comprising 16% of the total population. 
Of the people identified as immigrants, 34% were from Europe, 33% 
from Asia and 16% from the Caribbean and Central and South America. 
The majority of immigrants, approximately two million persons, had a 
mother tongue other than English or French, yet only about 200,000 of 
them were unable to converse in either of the official languages. 


Canada’s Immigrants is part of the 1981 Census Content Series of 
nontechnical publications featuring numerous charts and graphs. 
Although it is designed to be of general interest, it will also be 
particularly useful to teachers of courses in social studies, citizenship 
and multiculturalism. Copies of this report (Catalogue 99-936; Canada: 
$5.50, other countries: $6.60) may be obtained by sending a cheque, 

) payable to the Receiver General for Canada, to: Publication Sales and 
Services, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A OT6. 


»>ment du Canada de 1981 


DENODOEN Sere Coe Metropolitan Atlas Series 
Atlas Series métropolitains 


Statistics Canada has combined advanced computer-mapping 
techniques with 1981 Census data to produce the thematic maps 
and graphs of The Metropolitan Atlas Series. Data on 33 
statistical themes including population, housing, place of work 
and income are illustrated by census tract for the census 
metropolitan areas of St. John’s, Halifax, Quebec City, Montreal, 
Ottawa-Hull, Toronto, Hamilton, Winnipeg, Regina, Edmonton, 
Calgary and Vancouver. 


The Metropolitan Atlas Series (Catalogue Numbers 99-918 to 
99- 930) -- a set of 12 publications, each priced at $8.50 in Canada 
and $10.20 elsewhere -- can be ordered from Publication Sales and 
Services, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A OT6, or from any of the 
Bureau’s regional reference centres. 
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Canada’s Native People 


a D7 _ ect aoe a million ee ae in tes 1981 poet 

Ly yy that they were of native origin. ese people belonged to one of four 
. native groups: status Indians, non-status Indians, Métis and Inuit. The 
publication Canada’s Native People highlights some of the principal 
demographic and socio-economic characteristics of Canada’s native 
people, including family size, level of education, income and household 
characteristics. Copies of the publication (Catalogue 99-937; Canada: 
$5.50, other countries: $6.60) are available from Publication Sales and 
Services, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A OT6 or any of the Bureau’s 
regional reference centres. 


Family Courts in Canada ‘Fami Tribunaux de la 


famille au Canada 


The Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics has prepared a report on the 
family justice system in Canada. This publication, titled Family Courts 
in Canada, contains useful and timely information on the family courts 
operating in each of the provinces and territories. It also explains the pro- 
cedures for divorce and the enforcement of maintenance orders across the 
country and discusses the major themes and issues in family justice today. 


Family Courts in Canada (Catalogue 85-508) is a handy reference tool 
useful to anyone interested in comparing family court jurisdictions, 
procedures, hierarchies and locations across Canada. For further 
information, please contact Karen Phillips, Canadian Centre for Justice 
Statistics, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A OT6 (Tel: (613) 993-6521). 


Canada 


Women in the Work World 


In 1981, 4.5 million Canadian women or more than 50% of women aged 15 
and older, were working or looking for work. Today, marriage and 
motherhood no longer preclude activity in the labour force: 56% of mothers 
with children aged two to five years were working in 1981. 


The publication Women in the Work World examines such demographic 
and socio-economic characteristics of the working woman as age, marital 
status, education and province of residence. 


For further information, order Women in the Work World (Catalogue 
99-940; Canada: $5.50, other countries: $6.60), or contact P. Grainger 
((613) 990-9452), Economic Characteristics Division, Statistics Canada, 
Ottawa K1A OTS. ¢ 
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Upcoming Events 


Can unemployment be reduced? 


A conference to examine the problems of unemploy- 
ment from an international perspective is being 
sponsored by the University of Toronto’s Centre for 
Industrial Relations. The conference will take place 
in Toronto, Wednesday, November 28 to Friday, 
November 30, 1984. 


Unemployment is an international concern. With 
the exception of the United States, where rates have 
come down markedly in the past two years, 
unemployment is at a post World War II high. 


To examine these questions, conference organizers 
Noah M. Meltz, Professor of Economics and Director 
of the Centre for Industrial Relations, and Sylvia 
Ostry, Deputy Minister for International Trade and 


Coordinator for International Economic Relations 
for the Government of Canada, have assembled a 
group of outstanding international scholars. The 
keynote address will be given by James Tobin of 
Yale University, 1981 Nobel Laureate in Economics. 


Sessions will be of interest to senior policy officials in 
management, unions and government. The general 
fee for the conference is $600, for Centre for 
Industrial Relations subscribers, $500. The fee for 
those wishing to attend only the dinner and address 
by James Tobin (on November 28) is $70. 


Further information and registration forms can be 
obtained by writing to the Centre for Industrial 
Relations, University of Toronto, 123 St. George 
Street, Toronto, Ontario,,.M5S 1A1 (Attention: 
Unemployment Conference); or by calling the Centre 
at (416) 978-2927. 


New Surveys 


Summaries in this section reflect current survey activities within the federal 
government, submitted for review to Statistics Canada. 


AGRICULTURE CANADA 
Crop Development Fund evaluated 


This survey will obtain opinions and suggestions 
from participants about whether or not the New 
Crop Development Fund (NCDF) is meeting its 
objective of "broadening the crop production base in 
each region of Canada." A census of the 25-30 NCDF 
participants with projects in progress was conducted 
during August. Results will follow in October. 
Contact: Mr. G. Koestler, Crop Production 
Division, Production Development Directorate (Tel: 
(819) 994-0086) 


CONSUMER AND CORPORATE AFFAIRS 
CANADA 
Danger!! 
Data will be used to evaluate the "Binkly and 


Doinkel" video and the accompanying comic book, 
used at the Canadian National Exhibition (CNE) in 


ee 


Toronto to inform youngsters about symbols on 
hazardous products. Questionnaires were given to 
500 parents while their young children watched the 
Hazardous Products video. Field work is being 
carried out over a period of eight weeks, including 
the full run of the CNE. A report will be prepared by 
early December. 

Contact: Ms. J. Meredith (Tel: (819) 997-3146) 


Labels — how effective are they? 


What do consumers think "No sugar added" means? 
And how much do consumers know about the salt 
and calorie content of club soda? This survey seeks 
the answers to these questions. Results will be used 
by the Consumer Products Branch to assess 
effectiveness of labelling regulations and guidelines. 
The questions were added to the September CROP 
(Centre de Recherche sur l’opinion publique) 
omnibus survey and were asked of.a representative 
sample of 2,000 Canadians aged 18 and over 
Contact: Mr. F. McDonald, Bureau of Policy 
Coordination (Tel: (819) 997-2195) 
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EMPLOYMENT AND IMMIGRATION 
CANADA 


Consultative services evaluated 


This census of employers and employees involved 
with the Manpower Consultative Services (MCS) 
Program is being carried out to determine the 
effectiveness of the program. It is a national survey 
combining both mail and telephone techniques of 
data collection. Field work is being conducted 
during August and September 1984 and a final 
report is expected by the end of October. 

Contact: Mr. F. Yam, Program Evaluation Branch 
(Tel: (613) 994-3083) 


Worker relocation 


The Canada Manpower Mobility Program (CMMP) 
was designed to help locate workers in jobs in areas 
other than their own. In September 1984, past 
participants in CMMP and applicants who were 
rejected were surveyed. Specific aspects of the 
program being evaluated include: a) relocation 
assistance to the nearest area where suitable 
employment has been found; b) exploratory 
assistance, designed to encourage workers to look for 
work; and, c) seasonal agricultural work, designed to 
encourage workers to accept this kind of job. A 
report is expected to be completed by November 
1984 

Contact: Mr. J. Kim, Program Evaluation Branch 
(Tel: (819) 994-3083) 


ENERGY, MINES AND RESOURCES CANADA 


Why do employees leave the department? 


The purpose of this survey is to learn why employees 
leave Energy, Mines and Resources, particularly 
those in occupational groups where recruitment or 
replacement is difficult. Changing trends in 
employee departures will be examined and the 
department hopes it can remedy factors which 
influence employees’ decisions to leave. Full-time, 
permanent employees who leave Energy, Mines and 
Resources are being interviewed beginning October 
1984. The first report will be produced in May 1985. 
Contact: Ms. J. Farrar, Human Resources Planning 
Division (Tel: (613) 996-3593) 
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ENVIRONMENT CANADA 


Trail riding in Manitoba 


Results of this survey will be used to determine how 
effective users find the Boreal Island Self-Guided 
Trail in Riding Mountain National Park, Manitoba. 
About 1,000 visitors to the trail were interviewed 
during July and August 1984 and a final report is 
expected in October. 

Contact: Mr. S.M. Meis, Socio-Economic Informa- 
tion Division (Tel: (819) 994-2012) 


Sludge disposal 


This survey will obtain information about current 
pulp and paper mill waste sludge disposal practices 
and the difficulties encountered when such material 
is incinerated in boilers. Representatives from pulp 
and paper mills across Canada are being interviewed 
between August and November 1984 and a report 
will be released by July of 1985. 


Contact: Mr. E.T. Ruthman, Renewable Resources 
(Tel: (819) 997- 3713) 


Wilderness trippers | 


The purpose of this survey is to learn what the 
people are like who participated in one or more com- 
mercially organized or packaged outdoor recreation/ 
wilderness trips in the summer of 1984. Such 
activities include whitewater rafting, wilderness 
canoeing, and nature and arctic tours. Parks 
Canada will use the information collected to 
determine if growth of these activities will pose 
problems, and to improve packaged tours in national 
parks. Questionnaires are being mailed to 
participants in the fall of 1984 and a report is due by 
mid-January 1985. 

Contact: Mr. S.M. Meis, Socio-Economic Informa- 
tion Division (Tel: (819) 994-2012) 


How do Canadians feel about their 
surroundings? 


This survey is intended to examine public 
perceptions of environmental quality in the Atlantic 
Region and to look at trends over the past five years. 
One thousand randomly-selected residents are being 
asked how they feel about the quality of air, water, 
the natural surroundings and the quality of their 
lives. Field work is underway from mid-September 
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to mid-November 1984 and results will form part of 
the Regional Environmental Quality Report, to be 
prepared in November. 

Contact: Mr. A. Sheffield, Inventory Management 
Division (Tel: (819) 994-3064) 


Avalanche hazard — how aware are 
backcountry travellers? 


Backcountry travellers in the Lake Louise area of 
Banff National Park will be interviewed to 
determine their perceptions of the avalanche hazard 
and how they assess avalanche risk. Results will be 
used to evaluate current information programs and 
to formulate better programs for public safety. Field 
work will take place between November 1984 and 
April 1985. 

Contact: Mr. S.M. Meis, Socio-Economic Informa- 
tion Division (Tel: (819) 994-2012) 


Who’s parking at Lake Louise? 


This survey is being conducted to examine the 
parking situation in the Lakeside area at Lake 
Louise. The study will focus on the new parking 
area for the general public to determine how many 
people park there; when and how long they stay; the 
types of vehicles used and what sort of 
accommodation those parking at the site are using. 
Results will show overall summer demand for 
parking and related activities at Lake Louise, and 
whether or not supply meets demand. 

Contact: Mr. S.M. Meis, Socio-Economic Informa- 
tion Division (Tel: (819) 994-2012) 


FISHERIES AND OCEANS 


Are fishermen getting the help they need? 


Results of this survey will help to determine the 
positive results of the Fishing Vessel Assistance 
Program. Topics under study include the degree to 
which the program has assisted fishermen to replace 
aging vessels when and where they are most needed. 
The effects of the program in creating employment 
in the boat building sector and in contributing to a 
more stable and prosperous fishing industry will be 
examined as well. A sample of 280 fishermen is 
being interviewed during September and October 
1984 and case studies with selected boat builders are 
also being carried out. 

Contact: Mr. P. Toews, Program Evaluation 
Branch (Tel: (613) 990-0159) 
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HEALTH AND WELFARE CANADA 


Parents evaluate "Nobody’s Perfect" 


Data will be used to evaluate and reformulate the 
"Nobody’s Perfect" parenting program to increase 
parents’ knowledge about their children’s physical 
and emotional health. Survey results will also help 
to determine whether or not lay instructors are 
suitable for training parents in child care. Coles 
Associates Ltd. will conduct field work between 
October 1984 and January 1985; results are expected 
by April. 

Contact: Ms. K. Coffin, Health Promotion 
Directorate (Tel: (902) 426-2700) 


Youth and health 


Results of this survey will be used: 1) to add to young 
people’s knowledge of the range of available health 
services; 2) to help set up peer health information 
and counselling centres at post- secondary institu- 
tions; and, 3) to improve communication between 
existing centres. Representatives from approxi- 
mately 100 centres are being contacted between 
August and November 1984 and a report is expected 
by December. 

Contact: Ms. S. Chatterton, Community Health 
Services Division (Tel: (613) 990-7724) 


Designing the biggest impact 


The Health Promotion Directorate is looking for the 
graphic design that will give its promotional 
material the strongest impact. Interviewers in 
Toronto and Montreal surveyed 80 people from four 
groups of the population: middle class, low income, 
the elderly and teenagers. Respondents were asked 
what designs, graphics, colours and typefaces 
appealed to them. Results are now available. 
Contact: Ms. M. Maltais, Health Promotion 
Directorate (Tel: (613) 990-7718) 


How’s your health? Ask Evalu* Life! 


The computerized Evalu*Life program was designed 
to help people understand the cumulative effects 
that lifestyle has on health. It also allows profes- 
sionals to assess health risk to the individual from 
lifestyle habits, physical condition, the recency of a 
medical check-up, and personal or family history. 
Results of the current survey will be used to refine 
the revised Evalu*Life computer package. Program 
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participants in the National Capital Region were 
surveyed during August 1984. 

Contact: Ms. Sylvie Bisson, Health Promotion 
Directorate (Tel: (613) 990-7716) 


PAL to prevent smoking 


The PAL (Peer Assisted Learning) Smoking 
Prevention Program is designed to prevent children 
aged 11-13 (grades 6-8) from starting to smoke. 
Rather than simply telling students why smoking is 
dangerous, the program involves them in active 
learning about social and media pressures against 
smoke. The current evaluation of the program will 
assess its strengths and weaknesses and will 
determine its impact on students’ smoking 
behaviour. Two hundred students in each of six 
regions across Canada will be tested between 
September 1984 and September 1985. A report is 
expected by November 1985. 

Contact: Mr. R. Warren, Health Promotion Studies 
Unit (Tel: (613) 990-7868) 


Health risks 


One of the long-term goals of the Health Protection 
Branch is to reduce the incidence of disease and 
premature death in the Canadian population. The 
health risk survey will study how these conditions 
are affected by such factors as smoking, alcohol use, 
obesity, exercise and stress. Changing trends in 
these risk factors will be studied, with the ultimate 
aim of modifying them to control disease and early 
mortality. 

Contact: Dr. E.S. Nicholls, Bureau of Epidemiol- 
ogy, Health Protection Branch (Tel: (613) 990-8970) 


PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF 
CANADA 


Telidon provides employment data 


The Public Service Commmission’s Information 
Centre provides federal public service employment 
information. First-time and previous users of the 
Information Centre are being asked how useful they 
find information presented via Telidon, how easy it 
is to access and how adequate it is in providing 
employment data. Visitors to the Centre who use the 
Telidon package between October and December 
1984, are being requested to complete an evaluation 
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questionnaire on a volunteer basis. Results are 
expected by January 1985. 
Contact: Mr. K. Hobbs, Public Affairs Directorate 


(Tel: (613) 993-7691) 


STATISTICS CANADA 


How much do consumers spend on major 
household appliances? 


This new consumer expenditure survey was 
designed to combine two previous surveys of 
manufacturers of major household appliances. The 
revised survey format not only reduces respondent 
burden, but also provides more comprehensive 
coverage of who’s spending how much on what. Six 
manufacturers of washers, dryers, refrigerators, 
freezers, stoves and dishwashers returned mail 
questionnaires monthly from January to July 1984. 
Results are now available. 

Contact: Mr. L. Boucher, Manufacturing and 
Primary Industries Division (Tel: (613) 990-9835) 


Large farms surveyed 


The objective of this survey is to learn how operators 
of large farms attained their present status and what 
their future plans are. Data will form part of a 
Statistics Canada publication on the structure of 
agriculture and complement data available from the 
Census and National Farm Survey. Seventy-five 
farmers will be interviewed between August 1984 
and March 1985 and a final report will be prepared 
by December 1985. 


Contact: Mr. R.D. Bollman, Agriculture Statistics 
Division (Tel: (613) 990-8711) 


SUPPLY AND SERVICES CANADA 


Why do employees leave Supply 
Administration? 


Senior management at Supply and Services Canada 
wants to know why people leave Supply 
Administration and what they think of the work 
environment in general. Results of this survey will 
pinpoint problem areas and provide insight into the 
effect management decisions are having on 
employee morale and attitudes. Field work is being 
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carried out on a one-year trial basis (September 1984 
to September 1985) with all employees of Supply 
Administration who resign or are transferred or 
promoted. Quarterly reports are to be prepared. 
Contact: Mr. M. Chatelain, Staffing and Programs 
Management (Tel: (819) 997-5070) 


TRANSPORT CANADA 


Transit safety 


The principal objective of this survey is to identify 
safety concerns about various modes of trans- 
portation (road, air, marine) and the transportation 
of dangerous materials. Public awareness of and 
attitudes toward federal government involvement 
with these concerns will also be studied. A sample 
size of 2,500 respondents across Canada will be 
interviewed in the fall of 1984. 

Contact: Mr. C. Fleming, Policy Advice, 
Coordination (Tel: (613) 995-7645) 
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TREASURY BOARD OF CANADA 


Affirmative Action studies underway 


In June 1983 the Affirmative Action Program was 
initiated to determine if women, handicapped 
persons and native people within the federal 
government are being offered adequate education, 
training and promotion opportunities. The following 
departments submitted plans for the "Work Force 
Audit": 


Agriculture Canada 

Canada Labour Relations Board 

Canadian International Development Agency 
Consumer and Corporate Affairs Canada 
Health and Welfare Canada 

Justice Canada 

National Defence 

Public Archives Canada 

Public Service Staff Relations Board 

Solicitor General Canada 


Data in Many Forms... 


Statistics Canada disseminates data in a variety of 
forms. In addition to publications, both standard 
and special tabulations are offered on computer 
printouts, microfiche and microfilm, and magnetic 
tapes. Maps and other geographic reference 
materials are available for some types of data. 
Direct access to aggregated information is possible 
through CANSIM, Statistics Canada’s machine- 
readable data base and retrieval system. 


How to Obtain More Information 


Inquiries about this publication and related 
statistics or services should be directed to: 


Federal Relations Unit, 
Federal and Media Relations Division, 


Statistics Canada, Ottawa, K1A OT6 (Telephone: 
993-7644) or to the Statistics Canada reference 
centre in: 


St. John’s (772-4073) Sturgeon Falls (753-4888) 


Halifax (426-5331) Winnipeg (949-4020) 
Montréal (283-5725) Regina (359-5405) 
Ottawa (992-4734) Edmonton (420-3027) 
Toronto (966-6586) Vancouver (666-3691) 
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Toll-free access is provided in all provinces and 
territories, for users who reside outside the local 
dialing area of any of the regional reference 
centres. 


Newfoundland and Labrador Zenith 0-7037 


Nova Scotia, New Brunswick 


and Prince Edward Island 1-800-565-7192 


Quebec 1-800-361-2831 
Ontario 1-800-268-1151 
Manitoba 1-800-282-8006 
Saskatchewan 1(112)800-667-3524 
Alberta | 1-800-222-6400 
Sues Sores 112-800-663-1551 


Yukon and Northern B.C. (area 


served by NorthwesTel Inc.) Zenith 0-8913 


Northwest Territories (area 


served by NorthwesTel Inc.) Zenith 2-2015 


How to Order Publications 


This and other Statistics Canada publications may 
be purchased from local authorized agents and other 
community bookstores, through the local Statistics 
Canada offices, or by mail order to Publication Sales 
and Services, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, K1A OT6. 
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LEADING 
INDICATORS: 
READING OUR 
ECONOMIC 
CARDS 


Human beings like nothing 
better than a good mystery. And 
the best mystery, ranking higher 
than the origin of the universe 
and where we put the spare 
house key, is the future. We 
seem indifferent to whether it is 
good or bad, just as long as we 
think we know. This is particu- 
larly true in our troubled 
economic times. 


The Econometric Analysis 
Division of Statistics Canada 
began assessing the nation’s 
probable economic future in 
February 1981. Since that time, 
it has established an impressive 
track record for analyzing short- 
term economic trends. 


Short-term economic analysis 
has regained its popularity in the 
profession in recent years. Its purpose is to 
determine, in broad terms, what the economy is 
likely to do in the next several months, by 
diagnosing the current state of the business cycle. 


The business cycle is the series of regular rises and 
falls in overall economic activity. Any number of 
factors may cause the cycle, but the effects are 
always similar. As it drops toward its trough, 
production, profits, incomes, and industrial and 
consumer spending fall. As it climbs toward its 
peak, the opposite happens as the economy expands. 


During the prosperous 1960s, an increasing 
number of economists felt that the most violent 
fluctuations of the business cycle had been 
conquered, but the sputtering economic growth of 
the past decade has shown them that this opinion 
was premature. With the recognition that reports of 
the business cycle’s death were greatly exaggerated, 
interest in forecasting its ups and downs has grown. 


Philip Cross of the Division’s Current Analysis 
Section is quick to point out that the Division does 
not attempt to predict events the way that most 
research agencies do. These groups generally try to 
forecast events a year or two in advance, but their 
analyses are necessarily based on assumptions about 
such issues as the behaviour of energy prices, 
interest rates or the U.S. economy. These kinds of 
events are difficult to anticipate, and if an 
assumption does not hold, the forecast can go awry. 
On the other hand, Statistics Canada bases its 
analyses ona series of leading economic indicators. 
These indicators discern trends 
in data that describe what is 
already happening in sensitive 
sectors of the economy, and as a 
result they are more reliable 
than forecasts based on 
assumptions. 


LEADING AND COMPOSITE 


The indicator system used by 
Statistics Canada is composed of 
two parts: the ten leading 
indicators themselves, and the 
composite leading index, which 
is a combination of the 
indicators. The index is designed 
to provide a more reliable 
barometer of change in the 
business cycle than any single 
indicator. 
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Leading indicators measure 
each major component of economic activity -- 
expenditure, income and output. Because the 
business cycle is reflected primarily in the total 
demand for goods and services, the Division’s 
expenditure indicators form the backbone of the 
indicator system. The income and output indicators 
are used to confirm the trends shown by the 
expenditure group. 


There are seven expenditure indicators. One of the 
most interesting is the Real Money Supply, which is 
particularly sensitive to changes in the business 
cycle. This part of the money supply, which includes 
only cash and chequing accounts, is an estimate of 
the amount of money actually circulating in the 
economy. 


The other expenditure indicators cover demand for 
Canadian exports in the U.S. market, new housing, 
furniture, appliances and new motor vehicles and 
inventories. 
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A leading economic indicator system is only effective if it leads accurately enough to detect a change in the 
business cycle before it affects the overall economy. Here’s how the system used by the Econometric Analysis 


Division measures up. 


MAY 1981 


Forecast: Economic growth will slow significantly 
in the next several months. 

Actual: GNP dropped 1% in the third quarter, 
heralding the 1981-82 recession in which GNP fell 
almost 7% in 18 months. 


OCTOBER 1982 


Forecast: The recovery is beginning. 
Actual: GNP rose 2% in the first quarter of 1983, 
signalling the start of accelerating growth. 


The length of the Average Work Week is an 
effective output indicator. When demand for its 
product drops, a business cuts back on production 
and hence on the number of hours its employees are 
on the job. Shorter work weeks thus imply less 
production, and vice versa for longer hours. 


The income indicators are barometers of labour 
income, corporate earnings and, through the Index of 
Stock Prices, profits anticipated by shareholders. 


The leading indicators can be used in filtered or 
non-filtered form. Just as seasonal adjustment 
removes seasonal factors from a data series, filtering 
discounts irregular fluctuations in the data and pro- 


SEPTEMBER 1983 


Forecast: Investment is not strong enough to 
support the current rate of expansion. 

Actual: Growth in total demand, which began to 
slip late in the year, continued to fall in the first 
quarter of 1984. 


MAY 1984 


Forecast: 
short-term. 
Actual: Verdict not yet in. 


Growth will slow even further in the 


vides analysts with a clearer picture of the business 
cycle’s behaviour. The filtering process enhances the 
accuracy of trend analysis, but it shortens the 
indicators’ "lead time", which is the time between a 
forecasted change and its actual onset. 


The increasing importance of leading indicators to 
economic planners is reflected in the readership of 
the Division’s monthly publication. In the four years 
since the Division began publishing Current 
Economic Analysis, the number of subscriptions has 
risen steadily to over 1,600. A recent survey of sub- 
scribers showed that two-thirds of them were 
analysts and managers, and that the largest pro- 
portion -- four in ten -- worked in private industry. 
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Mr. Cross thinks that two main factors have 
increased analysts’ reliance on leading indicator 
systems. The first is the inability of present econo- 
mic models to cope with a highly unpredictable 
economy. The second is that the time scale of the 
business cycle has been compressed, and its rises and 
falls are occurring much more frequently than they 
did in the past. The reasons for these changes are 
many, but an important culprit is time. Economic 
life is far more hectic than it was during the golden 
days of continuous growth in the 60s. Mr. Cross says 
that in the 80s, business decisions must be made 
quickly. Consequently, the economy speeds up, and 


decisions have to be made even more rapidly the 
next time. And the business cycle gathers momen- 
tum with each succeeding action and reaction. 


The danger of thinking that we know something 
about the future is that the forecasts may become 
self-fulfilling prophecies, but Mr. Cross discounts 
this concern. He argues that Statistics Canada 
analyses the trends revealed by actual economic 
behaviour, and that businesses and consumers are 
unlikely to change that behaviour on the basis of one 
set of published indicators. @ 

— Susan Crompton 


ARTICLES 


COMPUTER MAPPING: CROSSING 


THE BOUNDARIES 


The image of the professor who thinks great 
thoughts but leaves the practicalities to lesser 
mortals doesn’t apply any more. At least not to Dr. 
Norman Drummond, Associate Professor of Geo- 
graphy at McGill University. He used his recent 
sabbatical leave to learn computer mapping at 
Statistics Canada’s Geocartographics Subdivision. 


Dr. Drummond’s stay at Statistics Canada is part of 
the agency’s increasing interest in professional ex- 
change programs. In return for a chance to increase 
his knowledge of geocartographics, he was asked to 


Photo: Fred Cattroll 


work on projects of mutual interest and both sides 
are more than happy with the outcome. 


"I was behind in some aspects of computer 
mapping," said Dr. Drummond. "Statistics Canada 
is in the forefront of computer mapping and the 
group was very receptive to having someone from 
the outside work with them." 


For their part, the Geocartographics people say 
they benefited from Dr. Drummond’s advice. 
According to Gordon Deecker of the Geocarto- 
graphics Subdivision, the group welcomes objective 
feedback on the quality of their work. "That’s what 
we need to help us advance." 


As his contribution to the exchange, Dr. 
Drummond provided a critique of the group’s 
products, especially its maps and graphics, and made 
suggestions for improvement. He also agreed to give 
a public lecture on his work in mapping the changes 
in land use along the Quebec-Vermont border from 
1945 to 1971. 


It is Dr. Drummond’s interest in mapping changes 
in land use over a period of years that ties together 
his own geographical research and his increasing 
use of computer technology. "Satellites are sending 
us more and more new data," he said. "We need 
computers to process that information. Using 
computers to map changes in land use means we can 
have a detailed and on-going picture of the country." 


— See Page 6 


CANADA 


POPULATION DISTRIBUTION, 1981 
BY CENSUS DIVISIONS 


Source: 1981 Census of Canada 
Produced by Geocartographics Sub-division 
Statistics Canada, 1984. 


"Geocartographics" unites the art of the map 
maker with the technology of the computer. It 
means that population, income, health, or economic 
and social data stored in the computer can be 
processed and put ona map. 


The Geocartographics Subdivision at Statistics 
Canada can take thousands or even millions of 
statistics to prepare thematic maps like the 
population map shown here, where all 25 million 
Canadians have their place. But more than this -- 
data can also be provided in graphic form, pie 
charts or bar graphs for instance. Maps and 
graphics can be combined. And finally, data on one 
or several subjects can be aggregated for a specific 
geographical area. 


The big asset of such geocartographical services 
is that they save time. With the computer handling 
the data, very detailed maps and graphs can be 
drawn quickly and accurately. 


Geocartographics puts 25 million of us on the map 
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ONE DOT REPRESENTS 2000 PERSONS 


Furthermore, geocartographic products have very 
practical applications. Maps and graphics are 
striking ways of highlighting information. If the 
president of the community association wants to 
convince City Hall that a community centre is 
needed, she can get a map of her small area that 
will show the aldermen that there are indeed lone- 
parent families, or teenagers or ethnic minorities to 
be considered. Or government policy makers can 
use a map to pinpoint the location of wheat acreage. 
The maps highlight trends in the data. Analysts 
can then go to the statistical tables for more of the 
details. 


Statistics Canada’s geocartographic services are 
available to users in government and the private 
sector on a cost recovery basis. For information, 
contact Ms. Karole Kidd, Geocartographics Sub- 
division, Statistics Canada, 2-A6 Jean Talon 
Building, Tunney’s Pasture, Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 
OT6 (Tel: (613) 990-9711). 
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MAPPING CHANGE (cont’d from page 4) 


Dr. Drummond has many ideas about the ways 
cartographers can use computerized data to improve 
knowledge of land use. He pointed to a map of 
Canada and remarked that most maps stop abruptly 
at the American border. "But the geography of 
North America means that changes in land use on 
one side of the border inevitably affect the environ- 
ment on the other," he said. "Where river basins 
cross national boundaries, the run-off from a 
farmer’s field on one side may pollute the water 
supply on the other." He would like to see carto- 
graphers tackle the problem of handling data from 
two adjacent political regions. 


He would also like to see more basic research into 
cartographic content and design. He said he thinks 
more time and effort should be spent on research and 


development. "Geocartographers could combine the 
expertise of cartographers, computer technologists 
and subject matter people to design more interesting 
maps and graphics,” he added. 


As for his own future, Dr. Drummond will continue 
to look for new frontiers. In his own work, he plans 
to move into methodology for physical and socio- 
economic geographers. He will focus especially on 
data handling for environmental information. He 
also expects to apply what he has learned to instruct 
his students in cartographic methods. 


After his six-month stay at Statistics Canada, 


Dr. Drummond returned to McGill where he 
continues to teach geography and cartography. @ 


— Beverley Rix 


INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE 


Statistics Canada recently welcomed a delegation from the State Statistical Bureau of the People’s 
Republic of China. The visitors discussed various aspects of industrial censuses with their Canadian 
counterparts. On the agenda were such topics as the Census of Manufactures, ways of measuring 
industrial output, and statistical classification systems. A demonstration of Statistics Canada’s 
computer information system, CANSIM/Telichart, and a tour of the geocartographics centre were 


also included. 


Seated, left to right: Jiang Shaomin; Béla Prigly of Statistics Canada; Yin Daren; Interpreter Du 
Weiqun; Head of Delegation Chen Zhenyu; Chief Statistician Martin Wilk; Li Sha. 
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DESIGNING QUESTIONS: WORKING 
TOWARD PERFECTION 


Question: What do survey designers have in 
common with Socrates? 
Answer: They both know the importance of a 


good question. 


Survey designers may not see the immediate 
connection with the famous Greek philosopher, but 
like Socrates, they know that the validity of the 
answers they obtain depends on 
the phrasing of their questions. 
One poorly worded question, one 
inappropriate word or ambig- 
uous phrase, and the results may 
be affected. So it’s important to 
construct survey questions very 
carefully. 


Allen Gower, a _ survey 
methodologist with the Census 
and Household Survey Methods 
Division, says survey designers 
must have a clear idea of the 
objectives of the survey before 
they design their questions. "Too 
often people lose sight of these 
objectives. What happens is that 
often important questions get left 
out and inappropriate ones are 
included." 


Finding out what information can or can’t be 
collected and what’s useful and necessary is a long 
process, according to Mr. Gower. "You'll probably 
have to revise the questions again and again," he 
said. Then the questions should be tested on a small 
group of people. This helps us to find out how clear 
the questions are and how well they succeed in using 
simple words that people understand." 


"It’s also important to establish at the outset 
whether the survey is going to be done by mail, 
telephone, or personal interview," he added. "The 
method of conducting the survey may influence the 
way the question is asked." 


OPEN AND CLOSED 


When it comes to deciding the survey questions, 
designers have to weigh the relative advantages of 
using open or closed questions. 


Open questions let the respondents answer in their 
own words rather than select from a multiple choice 
list. An open question might read like this: "What 
do you think about the energy situation in Canada?" 
If a format like this is used, there will be almost as 
many replies as there are respondents. Compilation 
and analysis of the results will likely be difficult and 
time consuming. In addition, the survey designer 
must be sure that the question can be interpreted in 
only one way or be prepared for a 
lot of extra work afterwards. 


The second kind of question -- the 
closed question -- has some 
advantages. It is far easier to deal 
with as far as compiling and 
analysing the results are con- 
cerned. And the respondent can 
reply quickly and easily. 


There are various kinds of closed 
questions. The most common is 
the one that can be answered only 
by "Yes" or "No", but there are 
others that are useful. For 
example, some closed questions 
offer a list of possible answers. 
Here the respondent has to rate 
the answers in order of preference 
or select one or more. 


Closed questions can also be useful in obtaining 
sensitive information if response categories are 
fairly broad. People are much more inclined to say 
their salary range is $25,000 to $30,000 for example, 
but feel uncomfortable if asked for a more precise 
figure. The only trick here is to ensure the 
categories are small enough for the data to be useful. 
A salary range of $20,000 to $30,000 might be too 
broad. 


But even with closed questions, the path is not 
trouble free. Because the closed question limits the 
number of possible responses, there is the danger of 
forcing the respondent to choose answers that are 
inappropriate. Consider this question: 

Why haven’t you participated in this sport? 
difficult to find a partner 
not enough time 


no facilities near my home 
costs too much 
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A respondent faced with these choices may be 
trapped into choosing an inexact answer or skipping 
the question. In this case, the reason for lack of 
participation may be "physically unable" or "don’t 
know how". These problems can be solved by 
including another choice, such as, "Other, please 
specify," or "Don’t know." 


Mr. Gower adds that it is important to include all 
the possible answers when closed questions are used. 
"You also have to make sure that the answers don’t 
overlap," he said. "For instance, here’s a simple 
example: If you use age brackets of (0-15) and (15- 
30), which box should 15-year-olds check?" 


OTHER ANSWERS TO OTHER QUESTIONS 


Whatever type of question the survey designer 
chooses, the question itself should not predetermine 
the answer. The way a question is worded, for 
example, can change respondents’ attitudes: "Do 
you feel that government grants, which allow artists 
a necessary source of income while they produce 
important creative works, should be continued?" 
People who already have an opinion about this 
subject may not be influenced by the wording. But 
those who have not had a chance to look at the issue 
closely -- in some cases a large part of the population 
-- could be easily swayed. Such a question would 
distort the survey results because it already contains 
a value judgment. 


Then again the question should not assume that 
the respondent has prior technical knowledge. It’s 
pointless, for example, to ask people what they think 
of the CPI, if they don’t know what the initials stand 
for or anything about the Consumer Price Index. 


When respondents aren’t familiar with the subject, 
an explanation should come beforehand, perhaps in 
the form of one or two lead-in questions. 


One question should be just that -- one question 
only. In fact, it’s better to add more questions than 
to have several questions in one. For example: "Do 
you think that next year the prices of milk and eggs 
and bread will be higher or lower than now or will 
stay the same?" is difficult for the respondent to 
answer and difficult for the analyst to interpret. 


Also to be avoided are questions containing a 
negative, like, "Wouldn’t you like this program to be 
carried out locally?" Questions like this one are hard 
to understand and may keep respondents from 
saying what they really think for fear their views 
don’t agree with the majority opinion. 


And finally, a language consideration. According 
to Mr. Gower, "You have to ask yourself, especially 
in Canada, whether the questions are going to be in 
English or French or both. If you use a bilingual 
questionnaire, you have to think about a lot of 
things, including translation problems and the 
layout of the questionnaire." 


To sum up -- with all these pitfalls to avoid, survey 
designers must always take care that their questions 
match the original objectives of the survey. 


And through it all, the survey designer must never 
forget one essential ingredient -- the respondent. 
Those who answer the questions are giving up their 
time. It’s only fair that in return, the survey 
designer try to make things easier by coming up 
with a questionnaire as nearly perfect as possible. @ 


— Daniel Scott 


BY DEFINITION: 
THAT’S TROUBLE WITHA 
CAPITAL ‘T’ 


We may complain about our doctors and the 
state of modern medicine. But a look back at the 
1851 Census of Canada shows what life -- and death 
-- were like before the dawn of twentieth century 
science. 


According to the report, causes of death in 1851 
included such maladies as intemperance, fatigue, 
fright, chloroform, nosebleeds, hysterics, cramp, 
debility, decline, heartburn, nervous debility, frac- 
tured leg, summer complaint, stagnation of blood, 


indigestion, teething, worms, flow of blood to the 
head, hives, black fever, ship fever, brain fever, 
intermittent fever, and two other mysterious 
illnesses, one called “Complicated Disease” and the 
other called “Trouble”. 


In addition to those fuzzy, so-called “specified” 
ailments, another seven thousand Upper and 
Lower Canadians died in that same year of 
“Unspecified Causes”. 


Nowadays, modern medicine can deal effectively 
with most illnesses. But, when it can’t, you will at 
least die enlightened. After all, it would be a 
shame to go to an early grave knowing no more 
than that you’ve got TROUBLE. 
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EMPLOYMENT, PAYROLLS AND HOURS: 


LOOKING AFTER RESPONDENTS 
IS NO FLIGHT OF FANCY 


Hang in There! 
The Statistician’s Reply toa Respondent Rhymster 


"Many thanks for your form from us here 
Your limerick’s quite without peer 
When respondents take time 
To complete forms in rhyme 
It’s going to be a fun year. 


The burden is great - this we know 
We've tried to reduce it and so, 

We hope it’s not late 

For you to rotate, 

In under a year, you can go." 


The author of this inspired bit of doggerel, Labour 
Division’s David Dodds, doesn’t usually encourage 
his staff to carry out correspondence in verse. Most 
respondents to Statistics Canada’s new Survey of 
Employment, Payrolls and Hours (SEPH) learn 
about the survey in more prosaic ways. But, as Mr. 
Dodds’ limerick implies, concern for respondents has 
been atop priority for the SEPH team since the 
survey's development. To limit the time respondents 
spend in filling out the survey questionnaire, most 
businesses participate for only a year before being 
rotated out of the sample. 


When SEPH development began in the late 1970s, 
its architects faced the challenge of collecting 
accurate monthly employment statistics, including 
new earnings and hours data for small firms and 
institutions, while reducing the response burden. 
Three previous employment surveys -- a census 
survey of larger firms, a sample survey of smaller 
firms and a survey of health, educational and 
welfare institutions -- had to be integrated into one. 


A sophisticated survey design, coupled with exten- 
sive field trials, allowed a single survey that covered 
virtually all of the Canadian economy while cutting 
the number of respondents by more than a third. 
Formerly all firms with 20 or more employees were 
asked to fill out a questionnaire every month. De- 
signers changed this to firms with 200 employees or 
more, and firms reporting more than one industrial 
activity or location. Then they introduced rotation 
sampling techniques for most other respondents. 
The number of reporting units required to provide 
data every month was chopped from 100,000 to 
70,000. 


SEPH’s rotation techniques are a particular boon to 


small businesses. In most cases, respondents with 
fewer than 200 employees answer the survey for only 
12 months before leaving the sample for at least a 
year. Firms with fewer than 20 employees, are more 
likely to remain out of the sample longer than larger 
firms. However, for some industries in certain 
geographical areas where sample sizes are small, 
respondents answer the survey for longer periods to 
ensure adequate coverage. 


LESS WORK FOR SMALL FIRMS 


Besides reducing the number of respondents to 
employment surveys, SEPH designers engineered a 
questionnaire that reduces respondents’ time and 
effort. Created through consultations with the 
Canadian Payroll Association, this design is consis- 
tent with the payroll record content and terminology 
of most employers. 
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4n’s David Dodds. 


ses for Labour 


In addition, the Canadian Payroll Association and 
the Small Business Secretariat played an important 
role in ensuring that the language used for the 
questionnaire and accompanying definitions would 
be readily understood by respondents. 


COMPUTER REPORTING 


Jim Selley, SEPH’s program manager, stresses, 
"Respondents shouldn’t have to spend more than 10 
or 15 minutes a month providing employment infor- 
mation. We know they’re busy, and we’re looking 
for ways to help out." He emphasizes that computer 
reporting will be an increasingly important factor 
in cutting response burden. Of the 70,000 
businesses reporting to SEPH, about 12,000 already 
are reporting by computer printouts or using their 
administrative records. And, although the largest 
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firms and institutions typically use their own com- 
puter facilities, many smaller corporations contract 
the task out to service bureaus. During the past year 
and a half, Labour Division has held seminars across 
the country to aid respondents who reply by 
computer in making the switchover to SEPH. 


DECENTRALIZATION IN ACTION 


Interviewers first contact the approximately 2,500 
respondents rotating into the survey each month by 
telephone from one of Statistics Canada’s regional 
offices. Respondents then answer questionnaires 
mailed from Ottawa, sending on the completed forms 
to their local regional office. Regional staff can make 
on-the-spot quality checks of the data before 
forwarding them to Ottawa for processing. 


Since SEPH’s introduction, response rates to 
employment surveys have risen from 75% to 90%. 
Mr. Selley notes that decentralization of the survey 
has been an important factor in increasing 
respondent acceptance, and improving data quality 
and timeliness. In fact, SEPH estimates are released 
in the Statistics Canada Daily two weeks earlier 
than before, while the publication is produced one 
month earlier. 


The science of data collection, like other statistical 
methodologies, has undergone fine-tuning during 
the past decade. The Survey of Employment, 
Payrolls and Hours uses improved survey 
techniques in the interests of respondents, while 
continuing to answer key questions on Canada’s 
economy. 


For further information on the Survey of 
Employment, Payrolls and Hours, please contact 
Jim Selley, Labour Division, Statistics Canada, 7th 
Floor, Jean Talon Building, Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 
OT6 (Tel: (613) 990-9900). 


— Mary Fraser 
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BY THE LIGHT OF THE SILVERY 
MOON: CANADIANS HOLDING 


TWO JOBS 


"Moonlighting" conjures up images of firemen 
working as house painters and secretaries typing 
term papers to earn a little unreported cash. But in 
fact, we know very little about the practice econo- 
mists call "multiple jobholding". For this reason, the 
Economic Characteristics Division studied multiple 
jobholders and the industries and occupations in 
which they worked. 


Important labour market questions about people 
with two or more jobs need to be addressed: Are they 
concentrated in industries with high or low 
unemployment? Is there a link between occupation 
and the tendency to hold more than one job? What 
are the implications of multiple jobholding during a 
recession? 


The analysis of multiple jobholding was based on 
the Survey of 1981 Work History (SWH). Unlike 
the monthly Labour Force Survey, which collects 
industry and occupation data only on a worker’s 
main job, the SWH gathered this information about 
all the jobs a worker held in 1981 (up to a maximum 
of four). Data analyst Doreen Duchesne found that, 
in most cases, at least one of the multiple jobs is part 
time. Since most second jobs are part time, multiple 
jobholders do not seem to take work away from full- 
time workers. 


Duchesne says that a fair proportion of these part- 
time jobs are closely related to the worker’s full-time 
work, and could only be held by someone with the 
same or similar background. For instance, an 
engineering professor who is both a lecturer and a 
consultant has two jobs which could not be held by 
someone who is not an engineer. 


Ms. Duchesne said she was surprised to find that 
less than one-third of these workers held both their 
jobs in the same industry group; a somewhat larger 
proportion, just over four in ten, worked in the same 
occupational group. However, Ms. Duchesne points 
out that although the industry or occupation may 
seem to be dissimilar, the knowledge and skills the 
worker uses are often the same for both jobs. The 
engineering professor/consultant may work in two 
separate industries (education, and service to 
business) and at two different occupations, but his 
value to each industry and occupation lies in the fact 
that he is an engineer. 
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Developing the data base for the study was a time- 
consuming process, since a significant proportion of 
the process of identifying multiple jobholders had to 
be done by assessing individual cases. A computer 
tabulation identified 3,241 possible multiple job- 
holders from the Survey of 1981 Work History. 
Duchesne then went through the hundreds of pages 
of print-outs to identify those who actually held more 
than one job. She found 2,351 such workers. From 
this sample, she estimated that there were 283,000 
multiple jobholders in Canada in 1981. 


Duchesne says that there is so little information 
about the subject that industry and occupation data 
related to multiple jobholding are "very important." 
She describes her study as "the sort of thing likely to 
be of use over time." 


Duchesne says she thinks the study could help to 
refine some of the assumptions on which some 
applications of multiple jobholder data are based. 
For instance, data from the Labour Force Survey are 
occasionally used to make allowances for multiple 
jobholding, but historically it has been necessary to 
assume that both jobs are held in the same industry 
and occupation. Ms. Duchesne says she feels that 
more solid data on the industries and occupations of 
people with more than one job will produce more 
accurate estimates of the amount of work done by 
Canadians in specific industries and occupations. 


More information about multiple jobholding in 
Canada can be found in The Labour Force, 
September 1984, Statistics Canada Catalogue No. 
71-001, and the forthcoming Labour Force Survey 
Research Paper No. 43 (Catalogue No. 71-X-512). & 


— Susan Crompton 
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THE SILHOUETTE OF CANADIAN MOONLIGHTERS 


96% had at least one paid job (i.e., they were employees in private industry or government. In other 
words, for only 4% of multiple jobholders were both jobs either self-employed or unpaid family worker 
positions 


57% had two paid positions in the private or public sector and 37% had at least one job in which they 
were self-employed 


50% of multiple jobholders with at least one job in government had a second job in private industry, 
while 33% were self-employed 


31% held two jobs in the same industry 


74% had one or more jobs in the service industries, and 29% held at least one job in wholesale and 
retail trades 


41% worked at the same occupation in both their jobs 


40% of all managers and professionals with two jobs held both of them in this field, while 26% of 


multiple jobholders in clerical occupations used the same skills in both jobs 


56% of paid government jobs held by multiple jobholders were managerial or professional 


PUBLICATIONS 


WOMEN IN THE WORK 
WORLD: A NEW 
MAJORITY 


1981 marked the first time in the nation’s history 
that the majority of Canadian women were in the la- 
bour force, either in a job or actively looking for one. 


Women are changing the face of the Canadian 
work place as they enter the nation’s labour force in 
unprecedented numbers. But they still earn less 
than men at every educational level. 


Women in the Work World, a new publication 

from Statistics Canada, paints a statistical portrait 
of the changing role women are playing in Canada’s 
labour force. 
e In 1981, there were close to four and a half 
million women in Canada’s employed labour 
force, an increase of almost 60% in 10 years. This 
increase was two-and-a-half times that for men. 


During the 1970s, participation in the labour 
force among married women jumped from 37% to 
52% and their numbers grew from nearly two to 
over three million. 
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@ Participation rates were highest for women in 
their early twenties. In 1981, more than 77% of 
young women (aged 20 to 24) were in the labour 
force, compared with 65% of women between 25 
and 44. 


Sixty-five per cent of women under age 45 with 
children over age six are in the labour force. 


CHANGING OCCUPATIONAL PATTERNS 


Most women still work in traditional "pink-collar" 
fields such as clerical work, sales, services, health 
and teaching. In fact, the percentage of women in 
these occupations increased during the 1970s, from 
71% in 1971 to 74% 10 years later. 


Nevertheless, other, traditionally male occupations 
have begun to register the impact of women’s entry 
into the work place. For instance, the proportion of 
jobs in management and administration held by 
women jumped from 16% in 1971 to almost 25% 10 
years later. The number of women engineers, 
though still small, has increased more than five 
times to over 6,000 in 1981 and the number of 
women working as computer programmers has 
jumped almost five times during the 1970s to over 
17,000 in 1981. 


i 


FULL OR PART TIME? 


Between 1971 and 1981, the number of women who 
had worked for at least part of the preceding year 
grew 50%, from three-and-a-half to over five million. 


Over the same period, the percentage of women 
who had worked the entire preceding year rose from 
21% in 1970 to 27% 10 years later. This represents a 
60% increase in the number of women who had 
worked the full year -- three times the increase for 
men. 


More and more women worked part time in the 
1970s. In fact, in 1981, women accounted for 70% of 
people looking for part-time work and of these, close 
to 35% were married women between the ages of 25 
and 44. 


EARNINGS OF WOMEN AND MEN 


A comparison of incomes for men and women in 
1980, shows that men earned consistently more than 
women at every educational level. In fact, in 1980, a 
woman with a university degree earned slightly 
more than half that of her male colleagues with the 
same education, and about the same as a man witha 
high school education. 


The evidence is clear. Over the past 10 years the 
Canadian work place has undergone a profound 
transformation. And there is much more to come. 
As Women in the Work World concludes: "In the 


THE U.S. AND CANADA: 
UNEMPLOYMENT 
STATISTICS 


We're curious about our American neighbours, and 
often assess our accomplishments and problems by 
looking at the American situation. In a time of 
recession, we compare American and Canadian 
unemployment rates and ponder the differences and 
their causes. 


For this reason, the Economic Characteristics 
Division decided to study unemployment in the two 
countries. Unemployment Trends in Canada and 
the United States: 1975-1983, by Cécile Dumas, 
compares the Canadian and American labour forces 
by looking at demographic factors and recent unem- 
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Average Employment for Men and Women Who 
Worked Full-time, Full-year in 1980 by Level of Education 
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next 10 years, we will likely see even greater 
changes in women’s labour market activity than we 
have seen in the past." 


To order Women in the Work World (Catalogue 
99-940; Canada: $5.50, other countries: $6.60) 
contact Publication Sales and Services, Statistics 
Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, K1A OT6, or, Economic 
Characteristics Division, Statistics Canada ((613) 
990-9452). 

— Ellen Henderson 


ployment trends. The study shows that although the 
overall picture in both countries is similar, 
differences in unemployment trends have arisen in 
the past several years. 


Canada had a lower unemployment rate in 1975 -- 
6.8% compared to 8.5% in the U.S. But by 1983, the 
Americans were in a slightly better position, with 
9.6% compared to our 11.8%. 


Young workers aged 16-24 in both countries 
suffered most in the recession: 20% of Canadian 
youths in the labour force were unemployed, com- 
pared to 17.2% in the United States. 


Unemployment rates for men and women showed 
similar trends in both countries. Between 1975 and 
1981, women had a higher rate of unemployment 
than men. But in 1982 and 1983 the opposite was 
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Unemployment Rate, Both Sexes, 16 Years and Over, Canada and United States, 


Annual Averages, 1975-1983 
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true. Men had a higher unemployment rate than 
women and in 1983, the unemployment rate for men 
in both Canada and the U.S. was the highest in 
three decades. 


One thing that was the same in both countries was 
the age distribution of the unemployed. In 1983, 
youths 16-24 years old constituted 39% of the total 
unemployed population, 25-54 year-olds accounted 
for 54%, and those over 55 made up 7%. 


Data for Unemployment Trends were drawn 
from two monthly surveys, the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics’ Current Population Survey in the United 
States and Statistics Canada’s Labour Force Survey. 
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The surveys are very much alike: both are house- 
hold sample surveys; use virtually identical defini- 
tions of employment, unemployment and labour 
force; and survey the civilian, non-institutional 
population. 


For further information, please refer to the August 
1984 edition of The Labour Force (Catalogue 71- 
001; $3.85/month, $38.50/year). This publication 
may be obtained by contacting Publication Sales and 
Services, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 
OT6. Bf 


-—Jean MacGillivray 


PUBLICATIONS 


BALANCING THE 
BOOKS, THE HOURS 
AND THE STAFF 


The past few years have witnessed changes for 
Canada’s universities and colleges. After the boom 
years of the 1960s, when the post-war generation 
passed through their doors, the 1970s saw a period of 
belt-tightening and retrench- 
ment. Enrolments declined, 
grants were reduced and 
budgets cut in real terms. 


And these financial con- 
straints have had their 
effects on college libraries. 
Data from Statistics Can- 
ada’s biennial Survey of 
University and College 
Libraries show quite clearly 
just how they’ve managed 
in recent years. 


UNIVERSITY 
LIBRARIES 


In the two years since the 
last survey, university li- 
braries have had to cut back 
both book purchases and 


University libraries have also cut back their 
opening hours. In four provinces, Newfoundland, 
Prince Edward Island, New Brunswick and Ontario, 
the hours of services were reduced in 1982-83. 


No cutbacks, however, were reported in expen- 
ditures. In current dollars, total operating expendi- 
tures and expenditures on materials rose by about 
the same amount, over 25%. Those on personnel 
increased by almost 27%. 


COLLEGE LIBRARIES 


In 1982-83, 68% of college 
libraries reported decreases 
in acquisitions of books. 
About half this number also 
indicated declines in hours 
of service, but in general, 
the reductions were not as 
great as those in 
universities. 


lt 1s in the area) of 
expenditures that the re- 
straints facing college 
libraries can most be seen. 
The 62 institutions which 
responded in both years 
indicated that, since 1980- 
81, operating expenditures 
had risen by 20% in current 


periodical subscriptions. 
Among the 102 institutions 
that reported in both years, 
acquisitions of books 


dollars, while personnel 
costs rose by over 30%. 
Expenditures on library 
materials, on the other 


decreased by over 70,000 


hand, declined in current 


volumes. In fact, over 57% 


dollars by almost 3%. Only 
in Ontario and Manitoba 


of the responding libraries 
indicated that they 
acquired fewer books in 
1982-83 than in 1980-81. 


Nationally, holdings of periodical titles did not 
decline overall in 1982-83, but there were significant 
decreases in some provinces, notably Quebec, 
Manitoba and Alberta. Almost 48% of the libraries 
reported reductions in periodical subscriptions. 
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did colleges report increases 
in money spent on library 
materials. 


For further information readers should refer to 
the article University and College Libraries, 
1982-1983, Education, Culture and Tourism Bulle- 
tin, Catalogue 87-001, available from Publication 
Sales and Services, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, 
Ontario K1A 0T6. @ 

— Marcia Almey 


NEW PUBLICATIONS 


The following new releases from Statistics Canada were developed either in response to special needs of client 
groups or asa result of our ongoing statistical program. 


FAMILY EXPENDITURE IN CANADA, 1982 


Between 1978 and 1982, the average total expenditure by families and 
people living alone rose 45% from $18,728 to $27,062, according to 
Statistics Canada’s publication Family Expenditure in Canada, 1982. 


Food, shelter, clothing and transportation accounted for 51% of 
spending in 1982. This percentage varied from 69% for families and 
unattached individuals with an income under $10,000, to 42% for those 
receiving $50,000 or more. 


The publication highlights characteristics related to family expendi- 
ture including income, family size and tenure. 


Order Family Expenditure in Canada, 1982 (Catalogue 62-555, 
Canada: $16.70; other countries: $20) from Publication Sales and 
Services, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, Ontario K1A OT6, or contact Tom 
Greenberg (Tel: (613) 990-9781), Consumer Income and Expenditure 
Division. ' 


JUVENILE DELINQUENTS, 1983 


A new report entitled Juvenile Delinquents, 1983 presents statis- 
tics on juvenile delinquency for Canada and the provinces. 


Canada’s juvenile and family courts adjudicated 115,037 charges of 
delinquency against juveniles in 1983. Of these charges, 74.2% resulted 
in findings of delinquency. The 1983 data indicate an overall decrease 
of 5.2% in the charge count compared to 1982. 


In 1983, for the first time, it has been possible within each province to 
link to an individual all the charges adjudicated against him or her 
during the year. Thus in Canada, an estimated 49,130 juveniles had 
115,037 charges adjudicated, and 40,478 of these individuals were 
found guilty on at least one charge. 


From 1981 to 1983, the most frequent disposition or sentence was 
probation/supervision. However, the number of charges resulting in 
referrals to juvenile institutions increased slightly. 


Juvenile Delinquents, 1983 is available free of charge. Contact 
Central Inquiries (613) 990-8116. In addition, the juvenile court data 
are available on CANSIM (Canadian Socio-Economic Information 
Management System). Contact the Juvenile Justice Program ((613) 
990-8938), Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A OT6. 
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PUBLICATIONS 


MARKET RESEARCH HANDBOOK, 1984 


The 1984 edition of Statistics Canada’s popular reference source 
of Canadian marketing information, the Market Research 
Handbook, is now available. This year’s 880 page edition, 
complete with 272 tables and 49 charts, features a larger selection 
of cross-classified demographic data from the 1981 Census. 


Key data series include the consumption of Canadian goods and 
services, prices, employment, incomes and the merchandising and 
service trades. For local market analysis, many of these series as 
well as population and household data are available for 59 major 
urban markets, representing more than 60 per cent of Canada’s 
population. Projections of population, family and household 
growth, as well as international comparisons are also included. 


Order Market Research Handbook, 1984 (Catalogue 63-224, 
Canada: $33.35; other countries: $40.00) by contacting Publication 
Sales and Services, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, Ontario K1A OT6. 


REPORT ON THE DEMOGRAPHIC SITUATION 
IN CANADA, 1983 


The first of the Current Demographic Analysis Series, this Report on 
the Demographic Situation in Canada, 1983 examines past and 
current population characteristics of Canada and the provinces, including 
age structure, marriage and divorce, fertility, mortality and internal and 
international migration. 


Among its other findings, the report shows that the mortality rate in 
Canada continues to decline. This decrease is particularly notable for 
men. For women, one surprising finding is the high rate of increase in 
deaths due to lung cancer. 


The Canadian birth rate has declined steadily in recent years, falling 
from 16.3 per 1,000 in 1972 to an estimated 14.8 per 1,000 in 1983. And 
while the child population is declining, the adult population is growing; 
nearly two-thirds of Canada’s population -- 15 million people -- were 
between the ages of 18 and 64 in 1983. By contrast, adults comprised 
slightly more than half of the country’s population in 1961. 


Order the Report on the Demographic Situation in Canada, 1983 
(Catalogue 91-201E, Canada: $8.85, other countries: $10.60), by 
contacting Publication Sales and Services, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, 
Ontario K1A OT6, or for further information call Jean Dumas (613-990- 
9583), Demography Division. 
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NEW SURVEYS 


Summaries in this section reflect current survey activities within the federal government, submitted 


for review to Statistics Canada. 


EMPLOYMENT AND IMMIGRATION 
CANADA 


SALES OCCUPATIONS SURVEYED 


Employment and Immigration Canada plans to 
develop a new national occupational classification 
system to replace the Canadian Classification and 
Dictionary of Occupations. Specifications for the 
sales and related categories were established first, to 
act as a prototype for all other occupational groups. 
During November and December 1984, data were 
collected by mail and telephone. A final report is 
expected by February 1985. 

Contact: Ms. J. Sobkow, NOACS - Research (Tel: 
(819) 994-6186) 


SIGNING ON 


Entrance area signs have been developed for Canada 
Employment Centres (CEC), to provide clients with 
basic information on CEC programs and directions 
to "self-help" boards listing available jobs. An evalu- 
ation survey of clients and CEC managers at the 
three test sites (Bridgewater, Amherst and Halifax 
West) was conducted in November 1984 to learn how 
effective the signs are. Results will affect decisions to 
change, abolish or expand the sign project. 

Contact: Mr. P.V. McNeill, Economic Services (Tel: 
(902) 426-5180) 


ENERGY, MINES AND RESOURCES 
CANADA 


ON THE RIGHT COURSE? 


This study is a follow-up evaluation of a new map 
showing airports and air routes used by carriers. A 
questionnaire will be sent to approximately 300 Air 
Transportation Association of Canada members, and 
30-50 representatives from the private sector with 
interests in the aviation industry. Field work will 
begin in February 1985 and results should be 
available approximately four months later. 

Contact: Mrs. N.J. Pocock, Surveys and Mapping 
Branch (Tel: (613) 990-7402) 


ENERGY IN NOVA SCOTIA 


The department and the Nova Scotia Department of 
Mines and Energy are evaluating the energy pro- 
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grams they conduct in Nova Scotia under the Nova 
Scotia Energy Conservation Subsidiary Agreement. 
Included in the evaluation are the Small Business 
Analysis and Grant Project, the Energy Test and 
Information Centre, the Public Information Project, 
Co-generation and Waste Heat Utilization and 
Industrial Retrofitting Grants. Field work takes 
place between November 1984 and January 1985 
and results will be available in March. 


Contact: Dr. D. Bennett, Program Evaluation 
Branch (Tel: (613) 996-8448) 


ENVIRONMENT CANADA 
SURVEYING THE SAULT 


The sightseers, boaters, tourists and fishermen who 
visit the Sault Canal and the use they make of the 
canal are the subjects of this study. Results will be 
used in a site Management Plan for building restor- 
ation and the location of parking, a boat launching 
site and visitor reception centre. Field work was 
initiated in September 1984 and will continue until 
the fall of 1985. 

Contact: Mr. S.M. Meis, Socio-Economic Infor- 
mation Division (Tel: (819) 994-2012) 


INTERPRETIVE PROGRAM EVALUATED 


Results of this survey will be used to evaluate the 
effectiveness of the interpretive program at Fort 
George, which is part of the Niagara National 
Historic Parks group in the Ontario region. In this 
program, guides explain the historical significance 
and features of the Park which may be unfamiliar to 
the average visitor. Data were collected during the 
fall of 1984 from visitors who did not enter the Park 
as part of a guided tour. 

Contact: Mr. S.M. Meis, Socio-Economic 
Information Division (Tel: (819) 994-2012) 


FISHERIES AND OCEANS CANADA 
FISHY BUSINESS 


Statistics Canada will carry out this survey to 
provide a general economic profile of fishermen in 
Atlantic Canada. Data, which will be collected every 
two years, will be used to develop and evaluate 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada policies. A sample of 
2,000 commercial fishermen will be interviewed in 
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March 1985. Results are expected by August. 


Contact: Mr. K. Brickley, Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada (Tel: (613) 993-2329), or, Mr. G. Catlin, 
Statistics Canada (Tel: (613) 990-9478) 


HEALTH AND WELFARE CANADA 
HEALTH PROGRAM INFORMATION 


The Information Dissemination Unit, Policy, 
Planning and Information Branch disseminates a 
wide range of informational material. Its publica- 
tion area will be conducting a survey as a means of 
evaluating the kind of service and the quality of 
material clients receive. Between November 1984 
and April 1985, approximately 1,000 clients will 
receive mail-back questionnaires with their publica- 
tion packages. Survey results will be analysed in 
June. 

Contact: Ms. P. Carson, Policy, Planning and 
Information Branch (Tel: (613) 990-8511) 


WORKING AT STAYING COOL 


The Health Promotion Directorate conducted a 
project to test the creative materials developed for 
the Generation of Nonsmokers program. The study 
looked at response to the "Staying Cool and Free" 
brochure and the "Staying Cool, Staying Free" and 
"Standing By" books. Results will be used to refine 
the program and, in particular, to determine the 
appeal of one cartoon character over another for the 
final artwork. Focus group interviews were carried 
out with 70 persons during November 1984. 
Contact: Ms. M. Clark, Health Promotion 
Directorate (Tel: (161) 949-2567) 


LABOUR CANADA 
EQUAL PAY FOR EQUAL WORK? 


Two hundred incorporated and unincorporated 
businesses which are subject to the Canada Labour 
Code were surveyed in October and November 1984. 
Information was collected on the job evaluation 
plans businesses are using. Survey results, due in 
February 1985, will be used to advise and inform 
employers and other clients of Labour Canada and to 
promote other aspects of the department’s equal pay 
program. 

Contact: Mr. J.G. Campbell, Equal Pay Division 
(Tel: (819) 997- 2861) 
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NATIONAL CAPITAL COMMISSION 


MAY WE HELP YOU?/POUVONS-NOUS VOUS 
AIDER? 


This survey will collect data on the availability and 
quality of the bilingual service offered to the public 
by the National Capital Commission (NCC). Mem- 
bers of the general public who request information 
and service from the NCC during the months of 
February and July 1985 will be handed a question- 
naire to be completed at the information site. 
Contact: Mr. J. Arsenault, Official Languages, or, 
Mrs. E. Allard, Chief, Official Languages (Tel: (613) 
995-6515) 


NATIONAL DEFENCE CANADA 
ERGONOMISTS SURVEYED 


An ergonomist studies the efficiency of persons in 
their working environment. This survey will 
provide the Department of National Defence and the 
ergonomic community with a current picture of ergo- 
nomic resources in Canada. All 200 persons offering 
this type of service to the Canadian Forces or its 
contractors and subcontractors are being sent 
questionnaires between January and March 1985. 
Contact: Mr. D. Beevis, Defence and Civil Institute 
of Environmental Medicine (Tel: (416) 635-2036) 


NATIONAL LIBRARY OF CANADA 
ASSOCIATION LISTS UPDATED 


This survey will collect current information on 
library associations in Canada. Data will include 
name, address, telephone, founding date, officers, 
number of members, annual meeting dates, objec- 
tives and serial publications. About 200 associations 
now active in Canada are being mailed question- 
naires, to be completed on a voluntary basis. Results 
will be used to prepare a list to replace the Directory 
of Library Associations in Canada, last published in 
1979. 

Contact: Mrs. C. Robertson, Library Documentation 
Centre (Tel: (613) 995-8717) 


READ ALL ABOUT IT! 


National Library News is the main vehicle through 
which the National Library communicates its 
policies and activities to the library community. The 
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questionnaire seeks readership opinions regarding 
National Library News, and results will be used to 
improve the publication. Four thousand librarians 
are being sent mail-back questionnaires between 
January and March 1985. 

Contact: Mr. G. Bodzin, Publications Section (Tel: 
(613) 995-7969) 


NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL 
CANADA 


ROBOTICS GUIDE 


There are a number of robotics research and devel- 
opment projects currently underway in Canada, 
particularly in universities and government labora- 
tories. This survey will help to develop an informa- 
tion guide to robotics research and development in 
Canada that will benefit both researchers and 
industrial users. Interviews are being conducted 
with 120 firms during December 1984 and January 
1985. A final report is expected by March. 


Contact: Mr. B.H. Pade, Research Projects Support 
Office (Tel: (613) 993-0312) 


LEARN BY COMPUTER 


This project will establish and maintain a central 
data bank of information on computer-assisted 
learning programs in Canada. It will also encourage 
information exchange within Canada and abroad. 
The bank will include data on research and training 
centres, experts in various fields, funding agencies, 
computer-programmed courses and Canadian- 
manufactured computer and audio-visual hardware. 
Field work is starting in January 1985 and will last 
a year. Areport should be released in mid-1986. 
Contact: Dr. V.R. Blake, Employment and 
Immigration Canada (Tel: (613) 993-2007; (819) 994- 
2511), or, Mr. G. Neal, National Research Council 
(Tel: (613) 993-2007) 


REGIONAL INDUSTRIAL 
EXPANSION 


CAD/CAM DATABASE 


This survey will gather information for an up-to- 
date directory of all 250 manufacturers and sup- 
pliers of CAD/CAM (Computer Aided Design/Com- 
puter Aided Manufacturing) products and services in 
Canada. CAD/CAM products and services include 
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computer software and hardware, micro-computer 
system testers, circuit boards, inspection gauges and 
instruments. Questionnaires are being mailed in 
December 1984 and January 1985. The directory 
will be established by May. 

Contact: Mr. L. Giroux, Office of Industrial 
Innovation (Tel: (613) 995-3741) 


SECRETARY OF STATE 
COMING TO TERMS 


This survey was conducted to evaluate the Termin- 
ology Sub-committee of the Bureau of Translation. 
In November 1984 a sample of 90 federal public 
servants (translators, terminologists and other 
Bureau of Translation and Secretary of State 
personnel) were asked their opinions about the Sub- 
committee. Results are expected in February 1985. 


Contact: Mr. J. Jarmasz (Tel: (819) 994-1222) 


STATISTICS CANADA 
LINE ON CANSIM 


The CANSIM (Canadian Socio-Economic Informa- 
tion Management) Division would like to find out 
what data and services are being used by its clients. 
How satisfied are clients? Are clients aware of other 
CANSIM data and services? And, what needs might 
arise in the future? Data from this survey will be 
used to evaluate current systems and to improve 
products. All CANSIM users will be surveyed over a 
three-year period, with field work running from 
September 1984 to September 1987. 

Contact: Mrs. P. Going, CANSIM Division (Tel: 
(613) 990-8200) 


BACK TO BASICS? 


Statistics Canada Regional Office staff will visit 50 
high school curriculum consultants across Canada. 
The agency wants to keep up-to-date with the 
changing high school curriculum. It also wants to 
keep the consultants informed about new Statistics 
Canada products and to hear their reactions. 
Finally, it wants to assess the potential market size 
in dollars. Results will be useful in planning future 
Statistics Canada products. Field work is being 
carried out between October 1984 and March 1985 
and a report is expected in May. 

Contact: Ms. C. Atkins, Business, Provincial and 
Municipal Relations Division (Tel: (613) 990-8928) 
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PROMOTING HEALTH 


The Special Surveys Division is carrying out a 
Health Promotion Survey for the Department of 
National Health and Welfare. The survey will 
provide information for planning programs to 
encourage "the adoption and maintenance of healthy 
lifestyles by ... the Canadian population". A sample 
of Canadians 15 and over will be interviewed about 
their health habits, knowledge and attitudes. 
Contact: Mr. G. Catlin, Special Surveys Division 
(Tel: (613) 990- 9478) 


NO IVORY TOWER 


Do academics need Statistics Canada’s products? 
Are they even aware of them? This survey seeks to 
answer these questions and to find out more: how 
faculty members use Statistics Canada’s data and if 
they are satisfied with them. Academics in faculties 
of Arts and Commerce across Canada are being 
interviewed during December 1984 and January 
1985. Results will help Statistics Canada plan and 
market future products. A report will be prepared by 
June 1985. 

Contact: Mr. H. Leigh, Business, Provincial and 
Municipal Relations Division (Tel: (613) 992-1585) 


IN OR OUT OF THE SHOP? 


Results of this survey will be used to estimate the 
total number of paid workers in Canada, the number 
of union members, and the number of non-union 
workers who are members of a bargaining unit. 
Interviewed were 90,000 individuals who were paid 
workers, paid workers who were not at work, or, 
persons whose most recent job was a paid one. Field 
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work was conducted in December 1984 and results 
should be available by February 1985. 

Contact: Mr. T.S. Murray, Special Surveys Division 
(Tel: (613) 990-9478) 


ON-LINE FOR ALL TECH 


To help both public and private agencies get the 
technological help they need, Statistics Canada 
wants to create a computer database on all techno- 
logical institutions operating in Canada. Federal 
departments and agencies could then assess the need 
for new institutions or for expansion of existing ones 
and could pinpoint duplication or omission of 
services. Questionnaires are being mailed to 600 
university and related research institutes between 
December 1984 and March 1985. Results are to be 
prepared by the fall of 1985. 


Contact: Mr. B. Plaus, Science and Technology 
Statistics Division (Tel: (613) 990-9919) 


TRANSPORT CANADA 
EMERGENCY! 


How useful is the Canadian Transport Emergency 
Centre (CANUTEC) and the Emergency Response 
Guide for Dangerous Goods? This survey should 
answer that question. Respondents include some 
5,000 fire and police chiefs, specialists with emer- 
gency measure organizations and members of the 
three levels of government. The study is being 
carried out between November 1984 and April 1985. 
Results will be used to improve CANUTEC and the 
Guide (before republication in mid-1985). 


Contact: Mr. K. O’Grady, Transport Dangerous 
Goods Directorate (Tel: (613) 992-4624) 


Data in Many Forms... 


Statistics Canada disseminates data in a variety of 
forms. In addition to publications, both standard 
and special tabulations are offered on computer 
printouts, microfiche and microfilm, and magnetic 
tapes. Maps and other geographic reference 
materials are available for some types of data. 
Direct access to aggregated information is possible 
through CANSIM, Statistics Canada’s machine- 
readable database and retrieval system. 


How to Obtain More Information 


Inquiries about this publication and related 
statistics or services should be directed to: 


Federal Relations Unit, 
Federal and Media Relations Division, 


Statistics Canada, Ottawa, K1A OT6 (Telephone: 
993-7644) or to the Statistics Canada reference 
centre in: 


St. John’s (772-4073) Sturgeon Falls (753-4888) 


Halifax (426-5331) Winnipeg (949-4020) 
Montréal (283-5725) Regina (359-5405) 
Ottawa (990-8116) Edmonton (420-3027) 
Toronto (966-6586) Vancouver (666-3691) 


= 92 = 


Toll-free access is provided in all provinces and 
territories, for users who reside outside the local 
dialing area of any of the regional reference 
centres. 


Newfoundland and Labrador Zenith 0-7037 


Nova Scotia, New Brunswick 


and Prince Edward Island 1-800-565-7192 


Quebec 1-800-361-2831 
Ontario 1-800-268-1151 
Manitoba 1-800-282-8006 
Saskatchewan 1(112)800-667-3524 
Alberta 1-800-222-6400 
Central) P?  449-800-663-1551 


Yukon and Northern B.C. (area 


served by NorthwesTel Inc.) Zenith 0-8913 


Northwest Territories (area 


served by NorthwesTel Inc.) Zenith 2-2015 


How to Order Publications 


This and other Statistics Canada publications may 
be purchased from local authorized agents and other 
community bookstores, through the local Statistics 
Canada offices, or by mail order to Publication Sales 
and Services, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, K1A OT6. 
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SURVEY TAKING 
NORTH OF SIXTY 


Here’s the intrepid survey team in Edmonton 
boarding the twin engine turbo prop. They’ve 
doublechecked all their arrangements and now 
they’re winging north to carry out the summer 
survey they’ve been planning for the last year. After 
a few hours’ air time, when the plane lands at the 
community they’ve come to survey, they’re feeling 
very confident. 


Everyone’s here on site, safe 
and sound. Well —- not quite 
everyone. The survey team is 
certainly on the ground, but 
there’s hardly another soul to be 
seen. Many of the people who 
live here are out following game, 
living the same nomadic life as 
their ancestors. They’ll likely be 
gone for most of the summer - 
something all the planners failed 
to realize. The team will have a 
long wait before there will be 
enough people to survey in this 
village. 


"This probably seems pretty 
extreme to you,” says evaluation 
officer Rosemary Wallbank of 
the Evaluation Directorate of 
Indian and Northern Affairs. "But, believe it or not, 
things like this do happen when people who don’t 
know much about the Canadian north decide to 
carry out surveys there. 


"If you want to take a survey in the north, you have 
to come to grips with certain problems. The popula- 
tion is very small, but at the same time it’s made up 
of many different groups, each one with its own way 
of living. The people are spread over an immense 
territory. And it goes without saying that the 
weather presents its own problems. 


"A survey-taker has to be aware of all the north’s 
demographic and physical characteristics. That’s 
the only way to avoid unpleasant surprises and the 
delays and increased expenses that go with them." 


MANY LANGUAGES 


One of the things that’s likely to surprise 
southerners is the number of different languages 
spoken in the north. 


There are two families of native languages in the 
Canadian North — Athapascan and Inuktituk. These 
two in turn are further divided, Athapascan into 14 
different languages and Inuktituk into five dialects. 
This means that one may not be able to understand 
the language of another. For instance, a Micmac 
may be able to talk with a Montagnais only through 
the help of an interpreter. Or they 
may both have to speak another 
language altogether — English or 
French perhaps. The survey-taker 
who’s thinking ahead will arrange 
for the services of translators and 
interpreters. 


But having translators on the 
scene solves only some of the 
communication problems. There 
is also the question of the 
unfamiliarity of concepts them- 
selves. When the surveyors 
attempt to translate ideas from a 
statistician’s language, there is a 
danger that the survey question 
may be misinterpreted. Moreover, 
for one survey the concept may 
have to be translated into several 
different native languages, and 
this may involve so many inter- 
pretations that comparisons of the responses are 
difficult. 


Tied to this problem of interpretation is the 
definition of terms used in the survey. For instance, 
what Statistics Canada means by "labour force 
activity" and "unemployment" may not have the 
same meaning for native people as it does for 
southerners. These definitions were established in 
co-operation with other industrialized countries and 
apply only to highly developed labour markets. 
They are not well suited to a people who hunt, trap 
or fish for their food. So strictly speaking, they’re 
not part of the labour force. 


~~ 
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Similarly, since Statistics Canada defines the 
unemployed as persons not working but "actively 
looking" for work, some native people don’t qualify 
here either, since they live so far from any urban 
centre that "actively looking" for work is impossible. 


TRAVEL SEASONALLY ADJUSTED 


Travelling by dog sled across the vast snowscape or 
guiding a canoe down rushing rivers may be 
delightful fancies, but the modern traveller usually 
chooses to cover northern miles by air. Even this 
most modern mode of travel, though, has to bow to 
the seasons. If survey teams go in by air, they may 
have to confine their activities to certain times of the 
year. 


In the spring and fall, thick fog often blankets the 
arctic terrain and flying is unreliable. Ice on the 
lakes may not be thick enough to take the weight of 
an aircraft or the land may be so waterlogged that 

‘take-offs and landings are difficult. In the North- 
west Territories, with its limited road system, access 
to communities can be limited during the spring 
break-up and the fall freeze-up. 


Yet, according to Mrs. Wallbank, summer is not 
ideal either, although not because of the transporta- 
tion problems. "As you’ve seen, many native people 
may be out on the land in the summer," she says. 


And the non-native part of the population may not 
be available either. Miners, for instance, may also 
be out of reach of the telephone, or just too busy 
because they’re working like mad to get everything 
done in the summer. 


"Basically, that leaves winter for survey taking. 
The other seasons can’t be ruled out, but the risks of 
delay because of weather conditions on the ground 
and the problem of absent populations are much 
higher than in the winter." 


WINNING CO-OPERATION 


One of the most serious problems survey-takers 
encounter in the north is a reluctance on the part of 
native people to participate. Survey-takers may find 
themselves helpless in this situation, caught in a 
maze of historical circumstances. 


Territorial claims - this is one major issue that 
may spark native peoples’ refusal to respond to 
surveys. Although at one time the native peoples’ 
main concern was with land, experience has taught 
some hard lessons. Claims to territory have now 
come to include claims to renewable and non- 
renewable resources, education, health and most 
important, the shape of future political institutions. 
These increased demands have made it more 
difficult to convince native people to participate in 
surveys. 
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But according to Mrs. Wallbank, the most basic 
problem, the one that should make survey-takers 
cautious, is this: native people are often fed up with 
being studied by southern whites. They look on the 
surveys as useless. And if they can’t see that taking 
part in a survey will have any real benefit for them 
or their communities, they’ll refuse to have any part 
of it. 


DATA QUALITY 


Even when they’ve taken language, climate and 
the sensitivities of native peoples into account, 
survey-takers may find that northern attitudes and 
way of life affect their ability to use some survey 
techniques. 


The discovery of gold in the Yukon changed the 
north from the land of the hunter and trapper to the 
place people went primarily to improve their 
economic prospects. And this pattern has continued. 
Many people go to the north to work, but if the job 
disappears — the contract ends or the plant lays off 
workers — they take themselves back to their home 
province. They do not choose to make the north a 
permanent home. 


For survey-takers, this pattern can make things 
difficult, especially with sample surveys, because the 
make-up of the non-native population may change. 


The principle behind the sample survey is that each 
person surveyed also represents several other 
people. If 10% of the respondents answer "Yes" toa 
certain question, the survey-taker will multiply this 
percentage by the total population to find the 
number of people who would probably give the same 
answer. But if the make-up of the population has 
changed significantly, the survey results may be 
way off the mark. 


And the tiny northern population may bring 
statisticians a crucial and familiar problem - 
protecting confidentiality. For this reason, data 
from the north are often aggregated with data from 
various provinces, British Columbia or Alberta, for 
instance. 


Surveying in the north certainly will present a 
challenge to our intrepid team. Rosemary Wallbank 
sums it all up. "The north has its own character and 
its own set of problems," she says. "Anyone who 
wants to take a survey there has to consider 
everything — the timing, the enormous distances, the 
climate, and the many languages and cultural 
groups. Take everything into consideration and then 
you can come up witha plan that’s likely to work." 


— Yvan Bédard 
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NORTHERN STATISTICS FROM THE 1981 CENSUS 


The Canadian North makes up one-third of the 
total land area of Canada. Lying above the 60th 
parallel, the North includes the Yukon, the North- 
west Territories and the northern section of Quebec. 


In 1981, 45,700 people lived in the Northwest 
Territories, while the number of Yukoners totalled 
23,500. Forty-five per cent of the total population 
are native people. 


The Northwest Territories was the only area in 
Canada where neither British nor French but native 
people made up the largest ethnic group, accounting 
for 25,325 people. 


Men outnumber women by a slight margin in 
Canada’s North, though in the Canadian population 
as a whole, women outnumber men. 


Most northerners reported first learning to speak 
either English or a native language. In the Yukon, 
English was by far the most common mother tongue, 
with 20,240 people reporting it as the language they 
first learned, compared with 585 who reported 
French and 2,300 who reported some other language. 


Family life in the North is different in a number of 
ways from the rest of Canada. For one thing, 
families tend to be larger. At an average of four 
persons per family, families in the Northwest 
Territories are the largest in Canada. The figure of 
3.3 persons per family in the Yukon is identical to 
the Canadian average for 1981. 


Compared with the rest of the country, family 
income in the Yukon is significantly higher. At close 
to $32,000, it was the highest in Canada. The 
national average was $26,748 in 1981. Average 
family income in the Northwest Territories in 1981 
stood at just over $26,000. 


The rate of home ownership in the north is lower 
than the Canadian average. In the country as a 
whole, 62% of private dwellings are owned. In the 
Yukon, just under one-half of all private dwellings 
are owned and the Territories has the lowest rate of 
home ownership — 23% — in all of Canada. The aver- 
age value of a home in the Northwest Territories, by 
the owner’s estimation, was $49,123, compared with 
a national average of close to $74,000. 


Yukoners are the most highly educated people in 
the country. Nearly 46% of them have schooling 
beyond the elementary-secondary level. In the 


Northwest Territories, two-thirds of the population 
had an elementary-secondary education, about the 
same proportion as in the rest of the country. 


During the 1970s, the experienced labour force in 
Canada’s North expanded at a rate well above the 
national average. Significant declines in the number 
of people engaged in hunting, trapping and fishing — 
the traditional occupations of many northerners — 
were accompanied by significant increases in occu- 
pations in the social sciences, in artistic, literary and 
recreational occupations, as well as in managerial 
and administrative jobs. 


Between 1971 and 1981, the Yukon labour force 
grew 61% and that of the Northwest Territories 
expanded 76%. This compared with a national 
growth rate of 33%. & 
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FAMILY HISTORY SURVEY: 


CANADIAN 
CHRONICLE 


If you’re devoted to family-saga series on TV, or if 
you like those sweeping historical novels about 
several generations, you'll have no trouble under- 
standing one of Statistics Canada’s newest surveys. 
The Housing, Family and Social Statistics Division’s 
Family History Survey may not be as dramatic as 
Empire or Dallas, but it does follow domestic events 
over a period of time and it may indeed prove to be 
more illuminating than the television version. 


Much of the information we 
have already about our families 
comes not from a continuous 
chronicle, but from the "snap- 
shots" of the census. "Census 
data can tell us a great deal,” 
says the originator of the Family 
History Survey, Gordon Priest. 
"It gives us a profile of the 
Canadian family at one point in 
time. And vital statistics and 
data from institutions and social 
programs can help us, too. Most 
people know, for instance, that 
Canadian families are becoming 
smaller. The divorce rate is 
rising. More women with young 
children are entering the work 
force. And lone-parent families 
where a young mother is raising 
several children alone are the 
worst off economically. All of that we know. 


"But the family has a life cycle just as a person 
does, and we don’t know very much about the timing 
of important events in this cycle. We know very 
little about the raising of stepchildren, or how long 
lone-parent families last. How much time elapses 
between separation, divorce and remarriage? How 
old are children when they leave home? Is there any 
difference in the spacing of children in marriages 
and common-law unions or for children born to 
single mothers? The data we have don’t answer these 
questions. The Family History Survey will provide 
us with comprehensive information available from 
no other source." 


Mr. Priest had been interested in the concept of the 
family life cycle for a long time. When he looked at 
work that had been done, he found a great deal of 


Gordon Priest 


theorizing, but not much hard data, not even in other 
industralized countries. The World Health Organi- 
zation also noticed these gaps in information about 
the family and organized international conferences 
to try to deal with the problem. After conversations 
with experts in family life cycle methodology at one 
of these conferences, Mr. Priest began experi- 
menting with the 1971 data base. The result was a 
paper, presented in Wiesbaden, West Germany, in 
1981, describing how to reorganize census data to 
reflect the theoretical model. After much more 
planning with methodologists and staff in Special 
Surveys Division at Statistics Canada, the Family 
History Survey was finally developed. 


LOOKING BACK OVER TIME 


Going after information about 
the dynamics of family history 
demands a methodology different 
from surveys that simply measure 
quantity. One way to measure 
change is to do a “longitudinal” 
survey, that is, to follow one group 
of people over a period of time, 
asking questions at certain regu- 
lar intervals. But these surveys 
are very expensive and not always 
reliable, because after a period of 
years, the surveyor may for one 
reason or another have lost much 
of the sample. 


Photo: Fred Cattroll 


It was decided instead to do a 
"retrospective" survey. The Fam- 
ily History Survey asked people to 
remember the dates of the most 
important events in their lives — of 
their marriage, the birthdays of their children, a 
divorce or separation, the time when their children 
left home. 


The questionnaire is in three parts. One deals with 
the individual’s history, the second with the family’s. 
The final section of the survey deals with the 
relationship between family history and labour force 
participation. Mr. Priest thinks that the data here 
may confirm some of the speculation about the 
changing participation of women in the labour force. 
"It would be nice to have educational histories," he 
adds, "but that was beyond our resources." 


The survey was piggybacked on to the regular 
monthly Labour Force Survey. Half the respondents 
were women, half were men and all were between 15 
and 64 years of age. So the memories go back almost 
50years. See page 8 
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For the purposes of the study, the division had to 
decide on a "normative" family life cycle that could 
be used as a base for measuring different family life- 
styles. In this model, a family begins with marriage 
or an agreement to live common-law and ends with 
the death of one of the partners. The family is 
defined as "new" from the time of its beginning until 
the birth or adoption of the first child, when the 
"active" stage begins. This active stage continues 
through the birth and adoption of all of the family’s 
children and ends when the last child voluntarily 
leaves home. The family then enters the "mature" 
stage, almost full cycle from its beginning, as the 
partners return to living alone as a couple. It ends 
with the death of one of the partners. 


Not everyone lives this complete family cycle - 
some may live out the cycle with more than one 
partner, for example. But the model will enable 
researchers to look at the length of time a family 
spends in each stage. 


A SYMPATHETIC BOND 


Survey designers often worry that respondents will 
refuse to answer personal questions. But Boriss 
Mazikins, who is managing the data base and 
providing analysis services, is very pleased with the 
success of the field work. "There was a very positive 
attitude about this survey from the beginning —- in 
Ottawa right down the line to the regional offices 
and the interviewers who asked the questions," he 
said. "We had no problems with people not wanting 


Defining the family 


Our changing ideas about the family are reflected 
in the definitions used in the census throughout the 
years. Before 1921, for instance, data were based on 
the economic unit, the household. The household 
included everyone who shared room and board 
under the same roof. In 1911, for instance, a farm 
"family" might be made up of the farmer and his 
wife, their six children, the farmer’s widowed 
mother, the hired man and the girl who lived in to 
help in the house. 


In 1921 and 1931, the census changed its focus to 
the extended family. In other words, the farmer’s 
elderly mother was still counted in, but the hired 
help was out. By the time of the census of 1941, the 
definition had narrowed again to the nuclear family 
— the farm couple and any of their unmarried child- 


to answer. What happens in our families is 
interesting to everyone and that provided a bond of 
sympathy between the interviewer and the 
respondent." 


The division expects that the results of the survey 
will arouse great interest both in Canada and 
internationally. Here at home, several universities 
are involved in studies of the family life cycle. The 
University of Western Ontario is one. The chairman 
of its sociology department, Thomas Burch, is 
providing much of the data analysis for the Family 
History Survey. Another centre for work of this kind 
is the University of Montreal, where New Zealander 
Ian Pool, also involved in the data analysis for this 
study, was recently a visiting professor. 


As for international efforts, as far as Mr. Priest 
knows, Canada is the only country doing a national 
survey like this one. "The U.S. has its Current 
Population Survey, but it is not quite the same,” he 
said. "There have been partial studies in France and 
Australia and the West Germans are also very 
interested in the topic. But the Canadian study is 
probably unique. I feel very grateful we’ve had a 
chance to do it." 


For more details about the Family History 
Survey, please contact Mr. G.E. Priest, Housing, 
Family and Social Division, Statistics Canada, 4-B2, 
Jean Talon Building, Ottawa, Ontario K1A OT6 
(613-990-9301). @ 


— Beverley Rix 


ren still living at home. So it has remained. 
Although the extended family is still used as the 
base for measuring most income data, the "census 
family" most resembles the nuclear family. 


Recently, it’s been more of a case of refining 
definitions to reflect the way Canadians live and see 
themselves, than throwing out the idea of the 
family. A "family" may now be a common-law 
union or a lone-parent family. Those troublesome 
terms, "head of family" and "head of household" 
were pulled from the census in the 70s and replaced 
by “husbands, wives and children". In 1981, the 
"household maintainer" was introduced to the 
country. That’s the person who pays the rent or the 
mortgage, the taxes and the utilities. Someone else 
puts out the cat. 
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BALANCING ACT: 
KEEPING 
CANADA’S 
BOOKS 


Asking for a bank loan is never easy. As you grow 
hot and uncomfortable in the mercantile silence, a 
stranger scrutinizes your finan- 
cial affairs, tallies up your assets 
and liabilities, and implicitly 
passes judgment on your life- 
style. But he or she may be doing 
you a favour, even if you don’t get 
the loan. Once you’ve counted 
how much you earn, how much 
you owe, what your house or car 
is worth, the value of your 
savings bonds and RRSPs, you 
have a pretty good idea of what 
you're worth. 


The International and 
Financial Economics Division of 
Statistics Canada is also adding 
up assets and liabilities, but it’s 
doing it on a national scale. 
Sifting through the records of 
Canadian economic activity, the 
division produces the National 
Balance Sheet Accounts (NBSA) — an estimate of the 
country’s net worth at the end of each year. 
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Theoretical standards from the U.N. 


and practical examples from 
industrialized nations 


Providing this information for a whole country is, 
of course, a difficult exercise. NBSA project leader 
Tony Nabata says that attempts to produce a 
balance sheet were made over the years, but 
inadequate data or lack of time interrupted the 
work. However, in January 1983, the Data 
Development and Special Projects Unit was given a 
mandate to develop the NBSA from 1961 onwards. 


According to Mr. Nabata, a lot of the groundwork 
for the National Balance Sheet Accounts had 
already been done. "The methodology is based 
primarily on the theoretical standards set by the 
United Nations and the practical examples set by a 


Tony Nabata 


few other industrialized nations," he said. The 
division had also been producing the financial side of 
the balance sheet — outstanding financial assets and 
liabilities - every year since 1961. 


The National Balance Sheet Accounts define three 
broad areas of assets and liabilities for each sector of 
the economy: the total value of real goods such as 
buildings, machinery, equipment, land and motor 
vehicles; financial obligations like loans and 
mortgages, stemming from the purchase of those 
goods; and the sector’s financial assets, its bank 
balances, bonds and stocks. Thus, the NBSA describe 
how the sector has financed the 
production of goods and services 
and how much the actual capital 
investment in its productive 
capacity is worth. When the 
financial liabilities are subtrac- 
ted from the value of both its real 
and its financial assets, the 
National Balance Sheet 
Accounts present a statement 
about the net worth of the sector. 
When all sectors are summed up, 
the NBSA show the net worth of 
the entire economy. 
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Many of the real asset entries in 
the ledger were provided by the 
Construction Division, which 
estimates the value of assets like 
residential and non-residential 
buildings and machinery and 
equipment. Starting with this 
real asset base, the team 
developed the value of the stock 
of land, inventories and consumer durables such as 
cars, furniture and appliances. It used "perpetual 
inventory", a method based on the total value of a 
type of good accumulated over time, with new 
purchases added and old ones subtracted as they be 
come obsolete. For example, an analyst may want to 
find the value of all cars owned in Canada during 
1984. Assuming that cars have a life expectancy of 
five years, the analyst adds the purchase prices of all 
cars bought from 1978 to 1983. When the 1984 
purchases are added to the inventory, the value of 
cars bought in 1978 is dropped, just as owners 
discard their five-year-old cars. 
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Patrick O’Hagan, the NBSA economist, points out 
that the NBSA provide information that more 
familiar economic measures like the Gross National 
Product do not. “Most analysts normally expect a 
surge in capital investment after a recession," he 
says. "The NBSA can indicate if this is likely to 
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happen by helping economists to answer some 
essential questions: Do businesses really need more 
plants and equipment, or can they make do with 
what they already have? Can they afford to pay for 
any new investment?" He adds that the NBSA can 
also illustrate how wealth shifts from one sector of 
the economy to another over time, for example from 
private corporations to government enterprises. 


The division hopes that eventually the general 
public will look forward to the release of the NBSA 
just as eagerly as they now await the publication of 
the GNP and the Consumer Price Index. The NBSA 
will indeed give us some interesting figures about 


what we’re worth. For instance, in 1982, Canada’s 
net worth was $1.3 trillion, and the net worth per 
person was a very solid and respectable $60,000. 


It’s something you may want to tell your bank 
manager. 


Further information about the National Balance 
Sheet Accounts may be obtained from Mr. Tony 
Nabata, International and Financial Economics 
Division, Statistics Canada (613-990-9043). @ 


— Susan Crompton 


National Balance Sheets show 


we’re worth more than ever 
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STATISTICS AND 
THE SYSTEM OF 
NATIONAL 
ACCOUNTS 


Gathering statistics and keeping national accounts 
both have a long history. 


In a lecture presented recently 
at Statistics Canada, Richard 
Ruggles of the Department of 
Economics at Yale University 
outlined the historical place of 
the System of National Accounts 
in the statistical system. 


According to Mr. Ruggles, it is 
only recently, with new develop- 
ments in microdata and com- 
puter technology, that National 
Accounts have been able to move 
beyond the purely economic to 
analyse the relationships 
between social, economic and 
demographic factors. 


In 1968, there was a major 
revision in the System of 
National Accounts. The revised 
Accounts provided a complex 
structure for the basic statistics. 


But the 1970s brought new problems. Mr. Ruggles 
pointed out that the social, economic and 
environmental crises of the 1970s clearly 
demonstrated that the traditional system of national 
accounts could not pinpoint where problems were 
developing. 


"The Accounts did not allow the disaggregation of 
data to answer the questions of the time," he said. 
"The Accounts’ inability to reflect the changing 
quality of life led to a search for new ways to address 
national issues. "While economists tried to expand 
the National Accounts to include such qualitative 
measures as the unpleasantries of urban living and 
the true value of raising children, statisticians were 
attacking these questions directly by analysing time 
series data on social issues." 
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Mr. Ruggles explained that as the two groups 
explored these divergent paths, another techno- 
logical revolution began. The storage capacity of the 
modern computer allowed the raw data required for 
the National Accounts to be kept for future use. The 
analytical implications of this are enormous. "It 
means variables can be correlated at the micro level, 
enhancing the accuracy of both aggregate tabu- 
lations and the constituent microdata. This expands 
the scope of both disciplines and renews hope that 
the two will merge again," he said. 


Although microdata form a 
cornerstone of modern statistics, 
they lack the comprehensive 
framework that a rigourous sys- 
tem like the National Accounts 
would impose. According to Mr. 
Ruggles, at present many 
microdata series cannot be cross- 
tabulated and those which are, 
often produce conflicting results. 


The next task economists and 
statisticians must undertake, in 
his opinion, is the transforma- 
tion of the System of National 
Accounts to accommodate micro- 
data better, and vice versa. Now, 
the aggregation of the National 
Accounts tends to cloud rather 
than explain the relationships 
between sectors. These sectors 
should be specifically defined to 
correspond more to the reporting 
units which provide the basic 
information. Similarly, statisti- 
cal agencies should create data- 
bases which specifically address the needs of the 
National Accounts system. 


According to Mr. Ruggles, the development of 
microdata along with computer technology, is the 
wave of the future. Combining microdata with the 
National Accounts, which provide an orderly frame- 
work for the masses of information, is an exciting 
prospect. 


For further information about Mr. Ruggles’ lecture, 
and a companion lecture, Recent Developments in 
International Standards for National Accounting, 
given by Nancy Ruggles, please contact Barbara 
Clift, Gross National Product Division, Statistics 
Canada, 22-A, R.H. Coats Building, Tunney’s 
Pasture, Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0T6 (613-990-9158). 


~ Susan Crompton 
~ Beverley Rix 
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THE INTERNATIONAL STATISTICAL INSTITUTE: 


100 YEARS OF 


SCIENTIFIC COOPERATION 


A century of active life is certainly cause for 
celebration, whether it’s a person or an organization 
marking one hundred years. 


Next August, some 500 
statistical experts from around 
the world will meet in Amster- 
dam. Their meeting — the 45th 
session of the International 
Statistical Institute — will be the 
Centenary Session of this vener- 
able international body. 


Experts have been invited to 
present and discuss new statis- 
tical methodology, discoveries 
and problems, and to exchange 
opinions. On the agenda will be 
such topics as labour statistics 
in a changing world, new 
developments in handling non- 
response, the dissemination of 
information on survey quality 
and the use of estimation models 
in sample surveys. 


Canadians play an active role 
in the ISI. The program for this 
Centenary Session was prepared 
by the Program Coordination Committee, chaired 
by Mr. Ivan Fellegi, Deputy Chief Statistician of 
Canada. Mr. Fellegi has been a member of the ISI 
for almost 20 years, and he feels that professional 
associations of this kind play an important role 
internationally. 


"A scientific organization like the International 
Statistical Institute encourages the exchange of 
information, statistical knowledge and experience," 
he says. “This process undoubtedly contributes to 
the advancement of science." 


Ivan Fellegi 
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At ISI sessions, statistical organizations like Sta- 
tistics Canada can find out what is being done inter- 
nationally in the field of statistics. They also have 
the opportunity to inform others 
of their work. As Mr. Fellegi 
notes, "Statistics Canada has be- 
come a world leader in automatic 
data editing, time series ana- 
lysis, survey design and complex 
survey data analysis." 


But not all of the benefits come 
through formal, scheduled 
events. "There are many 
unofficial opportunities to ex- 
change information and this is 
extremely valuable," says Mr. 
Fellegi. "You’re sure to meet 
colleagues from other countries 
who share your interests. So, 
during breaks or even when you 
chat in the halls, you can get 
their views on your work before 
you publish. There is a chance to 
challenge an opinion or to come 
up with new ideas before 
everything is set down on paper.” 


According to Mr. Fellegi, the 
future holds many challenges for the Institute. The 
primary one is maintaining the link between 
statistical theory and practice. "Too many statis- 
ticians who have theoretical ideas can’t put them 
into practice, and vice versa," he says. 


In keeping with its international character, the 
Institute faces another important task. "We have to 
ensure that more effective use is made of statistics in 
developing countries," Mr. Fellegi says. "Statistics 
affect our lives to a greater extent than we might 
think - few people realize how much. We want 
everyone to be able to benefit from this valuable 


tool." g — Daniel Scott 
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ISI Statistics 


* The Institute currently has roughly 1,300 


The International Statistical Institute (ISI) is 
one of the oldest international scientific associ- 
ations still in existence. It was founded in 
London on June 24, 1885. 


An independent organization, the Institute seeks 
to improve statistical methods and their applica- 


tion. It also promotes scientific exchange and the 
international comparability of statistical data. 


Among the ISI’s many activities are conferences, 
working groups, scientific journals, and regular 
and occasional publications. It is also engaged in 
a variety of special programs, including a world 
fertility survey and statistical education and 


training programs. 


individual members, leading statistical experts 
in some 120 countries. But not all statisticians 
are members. To become one, a person must be 
nominated by five current members and elected 
by a committee. About 60 Canadians are active 
members. 


The ISI also has four specialized sections, which 
any qualified statistician is welcome to join. The 
sections are the International Association for 
Regional and Urban Statistics, the Bernoulli 
Society for Mathematical Statistics and 
Probability, the International Association of 
Survey Statisticians and the International 
Association for Statistical Computing. These 
associations have almost 3,000 members in all, 
over 20% of whom are also full members of the 
ISI. 


SURVEY PUTS NEW FOCUS ON 
DISABLED CANADIANS 


Who are Canada’s disabled? How does disability 
affect their lives? What kinds of assistance do they 
need to help them move into society’s mainstream? 


The Canadian Health and Disability Survey, 
sponsored by Statistics Canada’s Health Division, 
will soon provide the nation’s first set of statistics to 
focus exclusively on this target group. 


Up until now, data sources such 
as the 1978-79 Canada Health 
Survey and Statistics Canada’s 
social security statistics programs 
have provided valuable but 
limited perspectives on Canada’s 
disabled. The new disability 
survey will extend and update this 
information, creating a data base 
for further analysis of the status 
and needs of the approximately 
2,500,000 Canadians whose lives 
are limited by physical disability. 


In 1981, the Parliamentary 
Committee on the Disabled and 
Handicapped found that programs 
to aid the disabled were faltering 
at the planning stages because 
key information was lacking. The 


Frank Grabowiecki 
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committee’s report, Obstacles, urged the federal 
government to implement a "long-term strategy to 
produce comprehensive data on disabled persons in 
Canada". Statistics Canada took on the task, 
canvassing federal and provincial governments, 
associations representing the disabled, and other 
potential users to determine their data needs. 


In its report, the Parliamentary 
Committee had adopted the World 
Health Organization’s definitions 
of impairment, disability and 
handicap. Following their exam- 
ple, the project team used the 
same definition of disability as 
"any restriction or lack of ability, 
resulting from an impairment, to 
perform an activity in the manner 
or in the range considered normal 
for a human being". 


As project manager Frank 
Grabowiecki notes, this definition 
is broad enough to encompass the 
diverse nature of the disabled 
community and the varied inter- 
ests of those providing them with 
services. "At the same time it 
defines disability using everyday 


Photo: Fred Cattroll 
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activity as a basis for comparison." He adds, 
however, that because of major operational and 
theoretical difficulties, people with disabilities 
caused by mental illness had to be excluded from 
survey coverage. 


The project team’s next job was to construct a set of 
questions that would identify Canadians with long- 
term or chronic disabilities. Three different 
approaches to measuring disability were tested in 
late 1982 and early 1983. The measure finally 
selected relied principally on a set of "activities of 
daily living", developed under the auspices of the 
Organization for Economic Co-operation and 
Development, and slightly modified to reflect the 
American experience with disability surveys. These 
questions dealt with a set of 18 activities usually 
performed in day-to-day living , like walking up and 
down a flight of stairs, for example, or hearing what 
is said in normal conversation. Respondents 15 
years of age and over who reported having difficulty 
performing one or more of these activities for at least 
six months were asked to answer the second part of 
the survey dealing with the nature of their disability 
and its effect on their lives. 


The survey used a different questionnaire for 
children under 15 years of age. As Mr. Grabowiecki 
points out, normal activity for youngsters in this age 
group ranges from the crawling of infants to the 
supercharged motion of adolescents. A variety of 
different approaches for detecting disability were 
integrated into the questionnaire for under-15s. 
These involved the use of special aids, any limitation 


By definition: 


Getting it together 


in activity, enrolment in special schools and the 
presence of chronic conditions which, if not disabling 
now, were likely to cause disability in the future. 


The Canadian Health and Disability Survey was 
first conducted in October 1983. Household 
members, identified through the screening portion of 
the questionnaire, were interviewed again a week 
later by Statistics Canada interviewers in a follow- 
up visit. The survey was conducted a second time, in 
late June, to increase the number of observations 
and the reliability of the statistics. 


Results will be available early in the spring of 1985 
and will be highlighted in a report of the main 
survey findings toward the end of 1985. Data will be 
provided on six categories of disability including 
mobility, agility, sight, hearing, speech and mental 
handicap. The report will describe the nature of 
these disabilities, and their effect on the use of 
special aids, employment, education, personal 
independence, housing, personal finances and the 
use of public and private transport. 


For further information, please contact Frank 
Grabowiecki, Health Division, Statistics Canada, 
17th Floor, R.H. Coats Building, Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A OT6 (613-990-8780), or, Michael Sheridan, 
Special Surveys Division, Statistics Canada, 3-C7, 
Jean Talon Building, Ottawa, Ontario K1A OT6 
(613-990-9478). @ 


— Mary Fraser 


with the target group project 


Coined during the 1970s in connection with federal affirmative action programs, the term "target group" has 
come to denote those groups that are disadvantaged or need special consideration — youth, the elderly, native 
peoples, women and the disabled. 


A variety of social and economic information is needed to create and assess programs focusing on these 
Canadians. However, statistics on each particular group are scattered among several surveys on different data 
bases. Locating and interpreting them can be a headache. 


Statistics Canada has launched a year-long pilot project to investigate the pros and cons of creating data bases 
for each target group. Activities will include experimental guides to data sources, chart or fact books and 
compendia of basic tables in print and machine-readable form. In addition, an advisory service for each group 
will provide professional advice on finding and using data, and will arrange special tabulations quickly. 


Users of target group data who would like further information, or who wish to offer comments and suggestions, 
are invited to contact Andrew Billingsley, Project Manager, Target Group Data Bases, Statistics Canada, 4th 
Floor, Jean Talon Building, Ottawa, Ontario K1A OT6 (613-990-9300). 
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Handling disability on the job: 
Small things can make a 


big difference 


Entering the work force and holding down a job 
isn’t always easy for Canada’s disabled. 


Kathy Nessner, Statistics Canada’s Liaison Officer 
for the Vital Statistics Secretariat, considers herself 
lucky. But the going hasn’t always been smooth. 


Kathy, who has been blind since she was three 
years old, notes, "Most disabled people have fears 
going into new jobs and doing new things. You just 
hope you'll have the resources you need to think and 
work effectively." 


Kathy notes that small adjustments in the 
workplace can make a big difference. For example, 
she would "dearly love" to see raised letters on signs 
on washroom doors in all public buildings. However, 
according to Kathy, it’s the attitude of colleagues 
that can do most to make or break a job situation. 


Kathy gives the Vital Statistics staff high marks. 
Volunteer readers help solve her top problem, 
keeping up with paper work. And, most important, 
she reports that she is treated as an equal and made 
to feel comfortable in her working environment. 


CENSUS AND $100 
MILLION SAVINGS 
FOR 1986 


The Minister responsible for Statistics Canada, the 
Honourable Harvie Andre, announced recently that 
a Census of Population and Agriculture will be 
conducted in 1986. 


In its November 1984 economic statement, the 
government had announced that the census would be 
limited to minimal constitutional requirements and 
that the Census of Agriculture would be cancelled. 
The move was aimed at saving $100 million, in line 
with the government’s commitment to reduce 
expenditures. Mr. Andre said that his decision to 
reinstate the census came after extensive consulta- 
tions with both the public and private sectors. 
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Kathy looks on statistics as an important tool in 
improving facilities for the disabled. She stresses 
that by providing a tally of disabled people in 
Canada, and information on the barriers they 
encounter in everyday life, Statistics Canada’s 
Health and Disability Survey should help to fulfill 
the promise of 1981’s International Year of the 
Disabled. Hf 


Statistics Canada will still realize the $100 million 
savings by adopting several cost-cutting measures, 
among them the following: 


— areduction in some information being sought; 


establishment of the 1986 Census as a Federal 
Government Student/Youth Employment 
program. Asa result, 25,000 of the 45,000 jobs 
needed for the census will go to students and 
young people; 


an increased emphasis on cost recovery. Users of 
census and other data will have to bear more of 
the cost. 


Mr. Andre stressed his confidence in Statistics 
Canada’s ability to "sustain the high level of 
statistical quality and output for which the agency is 
known, despite the need for budgetary restraint." & 
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PUBLICATIONS 


LOOKING INTO A BOOK 


With all the glamour that gilds the world of high 
tech, does anyone ever read a book anymore? 


Evidently many people still do like to dip into a 
weighty tome. The second edition of Statistics 
Canada’s Historical Statistics of Canada, 
published in 1983, is now sold out in the English 
version. The book, edited by the late F.H. Leacy and 
sponsored jointly by the Social Science Federation of 
Canada, received generally favourable reviews as an 
"indispensible research tool". Robert E. Gallman of 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, in 
comparing Historical Statistics with similar books 
produced in other countries, called the book "superb, 
possibly the best of the historical statistics lot”. 


The second edition of Historical Statistics brings 
together social, economic and political time series, 
some of them from colonial times. Topics include 
population and migration, social security, the labour 
force, government finance, lands and forests, 
construction and housing, education and justice. 
Notes accompanying each section compare older and 
more recent data and explain important concepts. 


Many of the copies of Historical Statistics were 
purchased by large Canadian corporations, but 
many are also to be found in public and university 
libraries across the country. 


And if you find a copy that’s a bit battered, you'll 
know that Canadians still like reading a good book. 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS 
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The following new releases from Statistics Canada were developed either in response to special needs of client 
groups or as a result of our ongoing statistical program. 


CANADA, THE PROVINCES AND THE TERRITORIES: 


A STATISTICAL PROFILE 


Many users of statistics need to be able to compare the 
status and evolution of Canada’s provinces and 
territories. Yet province-by-province indicators on topics 
like population age distributions, social and cultural 
expenditures per capita, pension coverage and industrial 
structures can require considerable time and legwork to 
compile. 


To answer the need for a concise, comprehensive 
national overview, Statistics Canada has released an 
experimental new bilingual publication entitled Canada, 
the Provinces and the Territories: A Statistical 
Profile. Drawing together a wide array of social, 
economic and demographic data, this reference is an 
important tool for one-stop comparisons between the 
provinces, the territories and Canada as a whole. Based 
on the most up-to-date data available, the statistics allow 
readers to summarize today’s most important trends 
without turning a page. 


The 45 pages of tables, presented in readily 
understandable formats, portray the population and its 
characteristics; the provincial economy; industrial growth 
and structure; labour, earnings and social security; and 
income, expenditure and prices. The social environment - 
health, education, justice, housing and culture, and target 
groups like women, youth, the elderly and native peoples, 
are also covered. Some tables provide a longer-term view 
of changes since the 1970s. 
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Canada, the Provinces and the Territories: A Statistical Profile is a product of Statistics Canada’s Small Area 
Data Program, designed to increase the accessibility and scope of statistics for subprovincial areas. 


Statistical profiles of the 282 Federal Electoral Districts have already been produced, and similar profiles of 
Census Divisions will be available in July on a new small area data base, or in printed form on demand. 


For further information on Canada, the Provinces and the Territories, or to find out more about Statistics 
Canada’s Small Area Data Program, please contact Adele Furrie, Small Area Data Program, Statistics 
Canada, Room 2306, Main Building, Tunney’s Pasture, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0T6 (613-990-9472). 


Order Canada, the Provinces and the Territories (Catalogue 17-X-501, Price $25) from Sales Unit, 
Central Inquiries Services, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, Ontario K1A OT6, or from the Statistics Canada 


Regional Office nearest you. 
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STATISTICS CANADA DIRECTORY TO MICRODATA 
AND SPECIAL TABULATIONS 


Now available for the first time, this new publication is a directory to Statistics Canada data sources which 
are not listed in the Statistics Canada Catalogue. As a companion to the catalogue, the directory provides 
data information which is already available but not published. It also explains how to access this 
information. 


The directory describes 175 data files located throughout the agency. The information includes origin, 
universe, subject content, geographic coverage and availability of custom tabulations. Users are also 
directed to the appropriate person for further information. 


Copies are available from Publication Sales and Services, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, Ontario K1A OT6, or 
any of Statistics Canada’s regional reference centres. The catalogue number is 11-514E and its price is $4.95 
in Canada and $5.95 elsewhere. 


LANGUAGE IN CANADA (1981 CENSUS OF CANADA) 


English is the mother tongue of six in 10 Canadians. Not only is it the most common language but it has 
been largely adopted as home language, even in Quebec, by people who first learned a non- official language in 
their childhood. In 1981, 11% of the population of Quebec declared their mother tongue to be English, fewer 
than recorded in 1971. Approximately one-quarter of the Canadian population identify French as their 
mother tongue; outside of Quebec approximately one-third of those whose mother tongue is French use 
English as their main home language. 


The retention of mother tongue varies among Canada’s diverse language groups. Persons whose mother 
tongue is Chinese, Portuguese, Italian or a native language are more likely to retain their mother tongue than 
those whose mother tongue is German or Ukrainian. 


During the last decade, bilingualism in Canada has been increasing 
at more than twice the rate of population growth. And, there are signs 
of change in the anglophone/francophone composition of the bilingual 
population. 


Language in Canada shows the location of various language groups 
and examines the retention of mother tongue among the English in 
Quebec, the French in and outside of Quebec and various other 
language groups throughout Canada. The publication also examines 
changes in the composition of Canada’s bilingual population. 


Part of the Census Content Series of non-technical publications, this 
publication features many charts and tables. It will be of interest to 
the federal, provincial and municipal governments, school boards, 
educators, publishers, librarians and all branches of the media. 


Order Language in Canada (99-935, Canada: $5.50; Other Countries: 
$6.60). 
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FERTILITY IN CANADA: FROM BABY-BOOM TO BABY-BUST 


The fertility rate in Canada is currently at an all-time low of 1.7 births per woman, compared to almost 4.0 
births per woman in the 1950s. This is a fundamental change in the current demography of the Canadian 
population. 


While the causes of the decline cannot be firmly established, a number of factors contributing to the plunge 
in the fertility rate have been identified. Fewer Canadians are marrying; those who marry do so later in life, 
and divorce more frequently than in the past. The availability and use of contraceptives and therapeutic 
abortion techniques, and the economic climate have also contributed to the postponement of births and the 
restriction of family size. But the fundamental factor is the realignment of the role of women in Canadian 
society. 


Canada has always developed socially and economically in an environment of population expansion. The 
institutional and social adjustments that will be required in a demographically stagnant environment will 
increase as the Canadian population ages, as the proportion of young to old Canadians is altered radically, 
and as family size and number of households decreases. 


Public reaction to a low fertility rate in other countries has varied. In some countries, special agencies have 
been established to monitor population trends and advise on policies. In Eastern Europe, a number of 
countries have embarked on pro-natalist policies including restrictions on abortion, and financial incentives 
for childbearing. 


Other issues studied in this publication include immigration strategies to compensate for insufficient 
fertility, institutional support and work arrangements to reconcile parenthood and employment. 


For further information, contact A. Romaniuc (613-990-9589), Demography Division or K. Kennedy (613- 
993-7644), Federal and Media Relations Division. 


ONE IN EVERY FIVE 


Canadians seem to believe strongly in continuing education. In 1983, 
over three million Canadians 17 and over —- one in every five — took at 
least one adult education course. 


The publication, One in Every Five: A Survey of Adult Education 
in Canada, provides the results of a survey of the participants and 
courses in adult education in Canada. Conducted as a supplement to 

Adult Education Statistics Canada’s regular Labour Force Survey, the survey was 
ae sponsored by the Education Support Branch of the Secretary of State. 
Canada 
The survey shows that the people most likely to have taken an adult 
education course in 1983 were young — 25 to 34 - city dwellers, women, 
university graduates and professionals. Overall, job-related training 
was the most popular. Personal development courses ranked second, 
followed by hobbies and then academic instruction. Men were more 
likely than women to choose job-related courses and were more likely to 
have job-related training paid for by their employers. 


This information and more, with accompanying graphs and tables, is 
available in One in Every Five: A Survey of Adult Education in 
Canada (Cat. 52-139/1984E) from M.S. Devereaux, Education, Culture 
and Tourism Division, Statistics Canada (613-990-9165). 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 


SURVEY KNOW-HOW 


Survey methods and questionnaire design will be 
the subjects of a three-day workshop to be held in 
Ottawa on April 16 to 18, 1985. 


The workshop, developed by Statistics Canada and 
the Office of the Comptroller General, helps program 
evaluators in the federal government understand 
the basics of doing a survey. Topics under discussion 
will include survey objectives, population and frame, 
sample design, data collection methods, question- 
naire design, data analysis and Treasury Board 
requirements for collecting information. 


Included in the workshop are working-group ses- 
sions. Each group is assigned a different method of 
data collection and must design both a sample and a 
questionnaire for a survey evaluating a government 
program. In the final session each group has a 
chance to try out its questionnaire on the other 
participants. 


For further information on the workshop, please 
contact Allen Gower (990-8276), Census and House- 
hold Survey Methods Division, Statistics Canada, 
9th Floor, R.H. Coats Building, Tunney’s Pasture, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A OT6, or Toru Uno (996-3797), 
Program Evaluation Branch, Office of the Comp- 
troller General, Treasury Board of Canada, Place 
Bell Canada, 20th Floor NW, 160 Elgin Street, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1E4. @ 


NEW SURVEYS 


Summaries in this section reflect current survey activities within the federal government, submitted 


for review to Statistics Canada. 


AGRICULTURE CANADA 
SERVING BETTER INFORMATION 


Results of this survey will determine if the 
newsletter Update on Foodservice is responding to 
the needs of Canada’s foodservice industry. The 
newsletter was designed to increase the use of 
Canadian foods in establishments such as restau- 
rants, nursing homes, hospitals and colleges. All 
5,600 subscribers received a questionnaire with 
their January 1985 issue. Highlights of the results 
will be published in the September issue of the 
newsletter. 

Contact: Ms. L. Stewart, Food Consultant (Tel: 
(613) 995-5880) 


CONSUMER AND CORPORATE 
AFFAIRS CANADA 


BREATHING EASY 


A relatively new technology has been developed as a 
corrective measure for homes with urea formal- 
dehyde foam insulation (UFFI). The walls are sealed 
and a Heat Recovery Ventilator (HRV) is installed to 
provide a constant supply of fresh air to the house. 
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The Assistance Program for UFFI Homeowners is 
conducting a survey to help determine the effective- 
ness of HRV installations in relieving reported 
health symptoms. A random sample of 1,500 indivi- 
duals who installed HRVs are being mailed 
questionnaires in March 1985. Results will be 
available in the fall. 

Contact: Mr. R. Shurb, UFFI Assistance Program 
(Tel: (819) 994-0921) 


EMPLOYMENT AND IMMIGRATION 
CANADA 


QUALITY OF SERVICE TO EMPLOYMENT 
CENTRE CLIENTS 


This study is intended to indicate to selected Canada 
Employment Centre office managers the level and 
quality of service being provided to clients. This 
pretest will serve mainly to determine the content of 
a major survey, and will measure six components of 
service quality. During March 1985, about 25,000 
clients are being asked to complete questionnaires 
after their visit to a Centre. A report should be 
released in June. 

Contact: Ms. P. Yaremko, Study Manager (Tel: 
(819) 997-3954) 


NEW SURVEYS 
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ENERGY, MINES AND RESOURCES 
CANADA 


IT’S A REAL GAS! 


This evaluation project will help Energy, Mines and 
Resources Canada to determine the effectiveness of 
its "Natural Gas in Canada" booklet. A question- 
naire is being enclosed with the booklet, which is 
available at exhibits or from gas companies. A 
sample of 30,000 persons is being asked to provide 
information between January 1985 and January 
1987. Preliminary results should be available in the 
fall of 1985. 

Contact: Dr. F. Simard, National Gas Marketing 
(Tel: (613) 995-3065) 


LET’S SAVE ENERGY! 


Taking steps to conserve energy — insulating the 
house or streamlining the office lighting - is 
acknowledged to be a Good Thing. But people are 
still resisting making an effort for conservation. 
This survey will ask manufacturers and distributors 
of products designed to save energy why people are 
not buying. The information will be used to find 
ways to stimulate the market for these products in 
order to save energy. A report will be issued in the 
fall of 1985. 

Contact: Mr. S. Derrick, Energy Conservation and 
Oil Substitution Branch (Tel: (613) 995-1118) 


ENVIRONMENT CANADA 
KNOW YOUR PARKS 


This survey is part of a program to evaluate the 
Parks West Print System, a series of park promo- 
tional materials. Do the materials increase aware- 
ness of parks and promote greater understanding of 
what Parks Canada is all about? Three hundred 
persons who have received Parks West publications 
from the Prairie Regional Office were asked to 
provide details to answer these questions. Field work 
was carried out in November and December 1984. 
The results will be available as part of a report 
describing an overall assessment of the system. 

Contact: Mr. S.M. Meis, Socio-Economic Infor- 
mation Division, Parks Canada (Tel: (819) 994-2012) 


AIR POLLUTION UNDER STUDY 


This survey will determine when individual 
industrial plants emit atmospheric contaminants 
(for example, by season, day of the week, time of the 
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day). All 149 plants in the Atlantic Provinces, 
Quebec, Ontario and Manitoba were surveyed 
between January and March 1985. Results will form 
part of the department’s emission inventory and will 
also be given to the Atmospheric Environment 
Service for its statistical modelling programs. A 
report is expected in April 1985. 

Contact: Mr. F. Vena, Inventory Management 
Division (Tel: (819) 994-3127) 


TRACKING WEATHER FORECASTS 


This survey obtained information about the overall 
usefulness of the Agricultural Weather Forecast 
Program in Alberta. Farmers, and others involved 
in the agriculture industry were asked how aware 
they were of the program, how and when they would 
prefer the forecasts be distributed and how the 
forecasts affected farming operations. They were 
also asked for suggestions for improvement. Results 
are expected in April 1985. 

Contact: Mr. D. Makowsky, Alberta Weather 
Centre (Tel: (403) 438-4361) 


HEALTH AND WELFARE CANADA 
HELP YOURSELF - OR OTHERS 


The objective of this survey is to prepare a national 
directory of self-help and mutual aid groups — those 
nonprofit, voluntary organizations that use methods 
of mutual support or advocacy. All 6,000 groups in 
Canada are being mailed a questionnaire and results 
will provide a comprehensive list for referral and 
network purposes. Field work is being carried out 
between February and November 1985, and data 
should be released in December. 

Contact: Mr. R. Leblanc, Information Officer (Tel: 
(613) 990-9557) 


ONCE IS ENOUGH 


The objective of this survey is to determine how often 
disposable medical devices are used a second time in 
Canadian hospitals. The re-use of disposables sold 
as "Single Use Only" is becoming a complex and 
controversial issue and poses very serious problems. 
Results will be used in the development of health 
protection guidelines. Representatives from all 1,200 
hospitals in Canada are being interviewed between 
March and May 1985. 

Contact: Mr. D. Martin, Health Services 
Directorate (Tel: (613) 990-8150) 


NEW SURVEYS 


LABOUR CANADA 


LABOUR EDUCATION PROGRAM 
EVALUATED 


Labour Canada’s Labour Education Program has 
two aims: to make workers more aware of current 
and emerging collective bargaining issues; and to 
help workers deal proficiently with these issues. 
Results of the current survey will be used to evaluate 
the program’s effectiveness and to advise the 
Minister and Cabinet if it should be continued in the 
fiscal year 1986-87. A sample of 400 respondents 
including course participants, planners and admini- 
strators were interviewed by telephone between 
December 1984 and February 1985. 

Contact: Mr. M. Lascelles, Program Evaluation and 
Internal Audit (Tel: (819) 994-2754) 


KEEPING IN TOUCH WITH CLIENTS 


This survey is designed to provide information to 
Labour Canada about the operation of the Industrial 
Relations Information Service (IRIS). The findings 
will indicate how effective IRIS now is in providing 
service to its users and possible areas in which better 
or different services could be provided. Users of IRIS 
were asked to complete questionnaires in January 
and February 1985. 


Contact: Mr. L. Kenney, IRIS (Tel: (819) 997-2804) 


NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL 
WELDING INFORMATION 


This survey is intended to determine the research 
requirements of and difficulties encountered by com- 
panies in the light metals welding and fabrication 
industry. It is the first comprehensive survey of 
problems within an industry which is important to 
Canada’s energy conservation programs. Thirty-five 
selected fabricators and users of light metal trans- 
portation items are being interviewed during March 
and April 1985. Results are expected in June. 
Contact: Mr. R. McEwen, Research Projects 
Support (Tel: (613) 993-0312) 


CAD/CAM AND ROBOTICS DIRECTORY 


This survey gathered up-to-date information for a 
directory of all universities and public and private 
institutions offering CAD/CAM (Computer Aided 
Design/Computer Aided Manufacturing) and robo- 
tics products or services in Canada and the United 
States. Data were collected on function, purpose, 


= 


staff, activities, and areas of specialization. Periodic 
updates (every 2 years) will be carried out. Field 
work was conducted during December 1984 and 
January 1985. Results are expected to be available 
in May. 

Contact: Mr. B.H. Pade, Research Projects Support 
Office (Tel: (613) 993-0312) 


UNION LIST EVALUATED 


This survey is directed to purchasers of the Union 
List of Scientific Serials in Canadian Libraries, 
published by the Canada Institute for Scientific and 
Technical Information (CISTI). Its purpose is to 
determine whether users prefer a format of micro- 
fiche or print and how often they think the list 
should be published. All 650 libraries which had 
previously bought the Union List were mailed 
questionnaires during January and February 1985. 
Contact: Ms. F. Scott Janson, Publicity and 
Communications (Tel: (613) 993-3854) 


REGIONAL INDUSTRIAL 
EXPANSION 


MAJOR CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS 
INVENTORY 


Data are being gathered to compile a cross-Canada 
listing of approximately 200 construction projects, 
each worth over $100 million. Included in each 
entry will be the sponsor’s name, project description, 
status, cost, period of construction and supplier 
contact. The listing is used to inform Canadian 
manufacturers about potential markets and sup- 
pliers, and will be used for forecasting demand for 
goods and services arising out of major projects. The 
information is to be collected annually in the late fall 
and will be held in departmental research files. 
Contact: Mr. R.L. Borden, Demand and Supply 
Division (Tel: (613) 996-4448) 


DON’T JUST THINK ABOUT IT... 


THINK CANADIAN is a campaign, started in June 
1984, designed to increase consumer and business 
consumption of Canadian-made goods. Regional 
Industrial Expansion is evaluating the effectiveness 
and impact of both the television and mall poster 
advertising campaigns. A sample of Canadian con- 
sumers will be contacted by telephone to elicit their 
impressions. Field work is scheduled for April and 
May 1985 and a report is expected in the summer. 
Contact: Ms. M. de Bellefeuille Percy, 
Communications Branch (Tel: (613) 995-8900) 


NEW SURVEYS 
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SECRETARY OF STATE 
NATIVE AUDIENCE SURVEYED 


This survey will provide information about the 
viewing, listening and reading habits of urban 
native people and their media needs and preferences. 
It will result in more informed policy decisions for 
urban native people and will enable the Department 
of the Secretary of State to complete a comprehen- 
sive review of the Native Communications Program. 
A sample of 960 respondents was interviewed during 
January and February 1985 in Vancouver, Calgary, 
Regina, Winnipeg, Toronto and Montreal. 

Contact: Ms. A. DeWiel, Native Communications 
Program (Tel: (819) 994-2133) 


TREASURY BOARD CANADA 


AFFIRMATIVE ACTION STUDIES 
UNDERWAY 


In June 1983 the Affirmative Action Program was 
initiated to determine if women, handicapped 
persons and native people within the federal 
government are being offered adequate education, 
training and promotion opportunities. The following 
departments submitted plans for this "Work Force 
Audit": 


Solicitor General Canada 
Veterans Affairs Canada 


Data in Many Forms... 


Statistics Canada disseminates data in a variety of 
forms. In addition to publications, both standard 
and special tabulations are offered on computer 
printouts, microfiche and microfilm, and magnetic 
tapes. Maps and other geographic reference 
materials are available for some types of data. 
Direct access to aggregated information is possible 
through CANSIM, Statistics Canada’s machine- 
readable database and retrieval system. 


How to Obtain More Information 


Inquiries about this publication and related 
statistics or services should be directed to: 


Communications Division, 


Statistics Canada, Ottawa, K1A OT6 (Telephone: 
993-7644) or to the Statistics Canada reference 
centre in: 


St. John’s (772-4073) Sturgeon Falls (753-4888) 
Halifax (426-5331) Winnipeg (949-4020) 
Montréal (283-5725) Regina (780-5405) 
Ottawa (990-8116) Edmonton (420-3027) 
Toronto (966-6586) Vancouver (666-3691) 
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Toll-free access is provided in all provinces and 
territories, for users who reside outside the local 
dialing area of any of the regional reference 
centres. 


Newfoundland and Labrador Zenith 0-7037 


Nova Scotia, New Brunswick 


and Prince Edward Island 1-800-565-7192 
Quebec 1-800-361-2831 
Ontario 1-800-268-1151 
Manitoba 1-800-282-8006 
Saskatchewan 1(112)800-667-3524 
Alberta 1-800-222-6400 
Sey ee ae 112-800-663-1551 


Yukon and Northern B.C. (area 
served by NorthwesTel Inc.) Zenith 0-8913 


Northwest Territories (area 
served by NorthwesTel Inc.) Zenith 2-2015 


How to Order Publications 


This and other Statistics Canada publications may 
be purchased from local authorized agents and other 
community bookstores, through the local Statistics 
Canada offices, or by mail order to Publication Sales 
and Services, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, K1A OT6. 
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